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With gratitude and respect I 
acknowledge the ancestral 
home, culture, and oral 
teachings of the Treaty 7 
signatories which includes 
the Siksika Nation, Piikani 
Nation, Kainai Nation, the 
Îethka Stoney Nakoda 
Nation, consisting of the 
Chiniki, Bearspaw, Good 
Stoney Bands, and the 
people of the Tsuut’ina 
Nation. The City of Calgary 
is also homeland to the 
historic Northwest Métis 
and to the Otipemisiwak 
Métis Government, Métis 
Nation Battle River 
Territory, Nose Hill Métis 
District 5 and Elbow Métis 
District 6. 
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Supporting every educator 
in every classroomFeel free to use these resources!
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Type this link into your browser:

https://bit.ly/SSresources2026 

Or grab the link from the chat.

https://bit.ly/SSresources2026


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Social Studies - Summer Symposium Sessions 
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● Exploring the Grades 4-9 Social Studies Curriculum Architecture
Facilitator: Ted Zarowny Date/Time: Aug 17, 2026 (9:00 am to 10:15 am)

● How to "DO" Social Studies Grades 4-9
Facilitator: Cheryl Babin and Rick Gilson Date/Time: Aug 17, 2026 (10:30 am to 11:45 am)

● The Important Art of Critical Thinking in Social Studies Grades 4-9
Facilitator: Ted Zarowny and Cheryl Babin Date/Time: Aug 17, 2026 (1:00 pm to 2:15 pm)

● Exploring Grades 4-9 Social Studies Resources
Facilitator: Cheryl Babin and Petronella Bouvier Date/Time: Aug 17, 2026 (2:30 pm to 3:45 pm)

● Assessment for Social Studies Grades 4-6
Facilitator: Cheryl Babin and Cathy Coers Date/Time: Aug 18, 2026 (9:00 am to 10:15 am)

● Assessment for Social Studies Grades 7-9
Facilitator: Cheryl Babin and Cathy Coers Date/Time: Aug 18, 2026 (10:30 am to 11:45 am)

● The 5 Essential Questions of Life — AI in Grades 4-9 Social Studies Adapted
Facilitator: Rick Gilson Date/Time: Aug 18, 2026 (2:30 pm to 3:45 pm)

● Indigenous Culture Based Learning in Alberta  Curriculum Website: Grades 4-6 Social Studies Curriculum
              Facilitator: Kim Barker-Kay and Jason Bigcharles     Date/Time: Aug 20, 2026 (10:30 am to 11:45 am)



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomAgenda

1. Voices in the Park
2. Critical Thinking
3. General resources 

a. AB ED NewLearn Website
b. Indigenous Culture Based Learning
c. ATA Library Guides
d. Local Museum Sites

4. Mentor Texts and Resources
5. Professional resources
6. THE Spreadsheet
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Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Nokes (2011) proposed that perhaps students do not engage in comparable skills
due to the overuse of textbooks. Students simply trust textbooks because textbooks 
are presented as the main source of facts. Teachers need to be more cognizant of the 
sense of power these books traditionally represent. Although using textbooks in the 
classroom can prove to be useful, it is necessary to focus on the realities that 
textbooks commonly contain a single account of an event, which offers one 
perspective, one interpretation, and one bias.

Teachers must provide students with multiple accounts of events, as well as teach 
students to question nonfiction readings (Nokes, 2011; Wineburg, 1991). Historical thinking 
that promotes corroboration can successfully integrate content from textbooks with primary 
and secondary sources
(page 102) 

How Do We Teach Elementary Students to Think Like Historians?
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1833olpaEQc2rxylvBBe1aAFRNWyi9BkI/view?usp=sharing


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

“History is a discipline: a way of 
thinking that encourages students 
to analyze historical evidence, 
evaluate it, and then requires 
repeated practice with these 
essential elements of the 
discipline.”

Page 1 from Thinking Like a HIstorian Rethinking HIstory Instruction A Framework 
To Enhance and Improve Teaching and Learning
Nikki Mandell and Bobbie Malone 
Wisconsin Historical Society Press
2007

Thinking Like a Historian
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Voices in the Park, by Anthony Browne

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyCUnHLe88s










Exploring Perspective in Social Studies 
(see resource guide)

“Historical perspective involves 
viewing the past through the social, 
intellectual, emotional and ethical 
lenses of the time.”

Stipp, Gibson, Denos, Case, Miles. 
(2017) Teaching Historical Thinking: 

Tools for Critical Inquiry. Revised and 
expanded edition. Page 191.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWhat’s in your Social Studies baggage?
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https://www.instagram.com/reels/DSUr7gykWot/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DSUr7gykWot/


Supporting every educator 
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15*Infographic created using Gemini Notebook based on the K - 9 Social Studies Overview found on LearnAlberta.

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/ciihub/en/(home//f:category)?cardId=3&cardCategoryId=3-8&closeUrl=home


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Teaching & Learning Resource Selection
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➔ Use the Alberta Education and Childcare Provincial Resource 
Review Guide. (click to access)

➔ Teachers are responsible for ensuring that materials and 
resources:
◆ align with curriculum (DRAFTS change!)
◆ Are developmentally appropriate (and sensitive material is handled 

with respect, acknowledgement of diverse perspectives and critical 
thinking toward empathy and acceptance)

◆ Are meaningful and support student learning in a relevant way
◆ Promote equality and non-discrimination
◆ Authentically and appropriately represents First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit experiences and perspectives
◆ Authentically and appropriately represents Francophone 

perspectives
➔ Adhere to intellectual property as well as a resource’s 

accessibility, usability and inclusion for all learners.  

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/ciihub/docs/provincial-resource-review-guide.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/ciihub/docs/provincial-resource-review-guide.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/ciihub/docs/provincial-resource-review-guide.pdf
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Getting Started with 
Resource Materials
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Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

● TRAC PAC- Alberta Public Libraries 
● Keep in mind initial “Go To” sites

○ Log into NewLearn Alberta 
(https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en) 

○ Boards (SS specific boards will be done in coming months) 
○ APLC Curriculum Resources  (constantly adding resources)

● Go to your school library/ public library/ local museum 

Tips for Finding Resources 
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https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en
https://aplc.ca/curriculum-resources/


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Supporting your Journey (click on each to access)
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Social Studies Knowledge Companion
A website to source vetted resources

Social Studies Verbs & Concepts
A site to explore the DOING Words of SS

K - 9 SS Curriculum Planner
A GPT to “pin” and aid in your planning

SS Current Events Lens for Gr 6 - 9
A GPT to “pin” and connect current news

https://i-need-to-know.netlify.app/
https://ab-ssverbs-k-9.netlify.app/
https://ab-ssverbs-k-9.netlify.app/
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-68e705ca32488191b40b9c1465175c8d-alberta-k-9-social-studies-curriculum-planner
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-68e705ca32488191b40b9c1465175c8d-alberta-k-9-social-studies-curriculum-planner
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-6a4e89202ae48191af44030f10fec6b5-social-studies-current-events-lens-alberta-ss-6-9
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-6a4e89202ae48191af44030f10fec6b5-social-studies-current-events-lens-alberta-ss-6-9
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https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en
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Indigenous Culture Based Learning in Alberta Curriculum
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https://indigenousculturebasedlearning.ca/
https://indigenousculturebasedlearning.ca/


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomAlberta Teacher’s Association Resources
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https://library.teachers.ab.ca/Presto/home/home.aspx


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomVirtually Visit a Museum (click on the images)
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https://www.alberta.ca/education-programs-historic-sites-museums
https://www.alberta.ca/education-programs-historic-sites-museums
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/culture/cultural-attractions/museums-galleries/national-museums.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/culture/cultural-attractions/museums-galleries/national-museums.html


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomMentor Text and Resources (Grades 4-6)

Normally Mentor Texts are used in ELAL for modeling great writing 
skills and themes related to  ELAL.

The Mentor Text Collection for Social Studies can be used not only for 
teaching ELAL skills but for assisting you in teaching specific Social 
Studies Topics and themes that make it easier for students to grasp.    
For example:

In grade four:  Under the Organizing Idea of TIme and Place, (LO) 
Students investigate changes in Canada’s political boundaries.

A key concept is “colonization”.  This concept can be introduced 
through a book or read aloud.

The Book “The Kids Book of Canadian History”  is a book that can be 
read aloud with a ‘think aloud’ or as a source material for students to 
complete research within a group or independently..   A synopsis of 
this book states that In this informative overview, kids will discover the 
people, places and events that have shaped our country.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JwEZ4B7r0U8JIYiFUbE4PTtOYT8zJrHm/edit


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomMentor Text and Resources

Let’s look at another example:

In Grade five, OI:  Citizenship; LO:  Students investigate ways to 
learn about the world and take action for change..  

Within that LO, students learn about how informed citizenship is 
empowering and how to investigate an issue or event. 

The book ‘The Summer My Father was Ten’ describes a  story of 
one boy's efforts to make amends, we see the rebuilding of a 
garden and the forming of a relationship across generations. With 
luminous, beautifully detailed watercolors, this excellent book for 
the whole family shows how we can turn our mistakes into some 
of life's greatest moments.

Reading this book to the students when introducing these 
concepts also offers an interesting and engaging way to get the 
topic started.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aqf0x-gyshX3EjzN5NBbJPKOj3NflRvS/edit
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Available to Order
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Contact:
Danielle Chartier-Vandel
dchartier@canadashistory.ca  

mailto:dchartier@canadashistory.ca
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27

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

These links are “live” and resources will continue to be added. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gwBGyB4dN7A-wfbdCaEuLqXy0cdEPfTU/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115232533706523040424&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Eg-bUdhncf5H6_aTkY5pNvIchfCWSRAr/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115232533706523040424&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1souY1PXGJ3MN_SHrq6qGbMYc4knjTTXc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115232533706523040424&rtpof=true&sd=true
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in every classroomMentor Text Links 
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Grade 7 
Grade 8 Grade 9 

These links are “live” and resources will continue to be added. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ipRE8s8WlIE8v1R9CxKwyIfzr7jpvJ-HX-4Mhjnl8W0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18bD35M76vYO7EhP2ADnRleX-p2aig3tUZUx6SObTF54/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18zWVPGcajX7oiK1A3nqqQYVSPJGFyxponohR7i55Eh0/edit?usp=sharing


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomTRAC PAC Alberta Public Libraries
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https://www.tracpac.ab.ca/
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- Anthology of Social Studies - Elementary

- Anthology of Social Studies - Secondary 

- Thinking like a Historian

- Using Inquiry to Prepare Students for College, Career, and Civic Life- 
Elementary

- Using Inquiry to Prepare Students for College, Career, and Civic Life- Secondary

- Historica Canada Education Portal

- TCE TIps - writing in social studies

Professional Resources Sampler 
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https://pacificedpress.ca/the-anthology-of-social-studies-issues-and-strategies-for-elementary-teachers/
https://pacificedpress.ca/the-anthology-of-social-studies-volume-2/
https://www.google.ca/books/edition/Thinking_Like_a_Historian/LUsJAgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.socialstudies.org/tps/ebook-elementary-inquiry
https://www.socialstudies.org/tps/ebook-elementary-inquiry
https://ebooks.socialstudies.org/downloads/tps-secondary/Using_Inquiry_to_Prepare_Students_for_College_Career_and_Civic_Life-Secondary_Grades.pdf
http://education.historicacanada.ca/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/studyguide/a-guide-to-essay-writing
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Maps 
- Visual 
- Gives perspective
- A manipulative
- Anchor chart`

Mapping Resources 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lry02yHyDM1vJo2O6hDougzFWhk_EqKqUQAPh_Yknr0/edit?gid=1186685944#gid=1186685944
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The Consortium’s  Social Studies Curriculum Resources:
*A Living Document* 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lry02yHyDM1vJo2O6hDougzFWhk_EqKqUQAPh_Yknr0/edit?usp=sharing
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You are 
not alone!

(click on 
table to 
access)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qs6cOALYjLocLsPOO0sVRGa_ds9RbOokf8MUngD8NcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qs6cOALYjLocLsPOO0sVRGa_ds9RbOokf8MUngD8NcE/edit?usp=sharing
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Grades 7 - 9 New 
Curriculum 

Implementation Toolkit 

COMING SOON!

https://aplc.ca/pd-resource/social-studies-implementation-toolkit-kindergarten-grade-6/?site_language=english
https://aplc.ca/pd-resource/social-studies-implementation-toolkit-kindergarten-grade-6/?site_language=english
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What questions do you have? 

What comments will you share? 



APLC Post Session Survey
Thank you for attending this session. To help us 
enhance the delivery of future sessions, we ask 
that you please complete this short survey. 
Your feedback is important and appreciated! 
Note: Your survey will be submitted 
anonymously.

Click here to complete a short survey:
https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.
ca/survey/?id=15805 

https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805
https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805


aplc.ca

Thank you

37

Please visit our website for more information

petronella.bouvier@aplc.ca
angela.desbarres@aplc.ca

mailto:petronella.bouvier@aplc.ca
mailto:angela.desbarres@aplc.ca

