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Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

“Action is for every 
connection you 
make, every place 
you stand.”

https://www.instagram.com/p/DPejIoHkfDg/?img_index=4
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPejIoHkfDg/?img_index=4
https://outdoorlearning.com/product/52-ways-to-reconcile/
https://outdoorlearning.com/product/52-ways-to-reconcile/
https://aplc.ca/davidrobertson52ways/


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomFeel free to use these resources!
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Type this link into your browser:

https://bit.ly/DOsocial2learn 

Or grab the link from the chat.

https://bit.ly/DOsocial2learn


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Our Stance on 
Designing Learning
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1. We design active learning through this 
How we DO Social Studies framework.

2. We believe learning experiences should 
empower and engage.

3. Learning happens when we are active, 
therefore we DO Social Studies.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom
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Change the conversation for our youth….

What power do you 
have today? 

What did you LEARN today?

What made you FEEL 
today?

What did you 
CONTRIBUTE to 

today?

How did you make a 
difference today?



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe take on ROLES
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Teachers guide learners to take 
on roles to learn to consider 
varying viewpoints. 



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe take on ROLES

We become historians, geographers, 

economists, explorers, politicians, leaders, 

followers, storytellers, citizens, team members, 

family members, researchers, artists, debaters, 

peace-makers, thinkers, listeners and doers.
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Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

8

Want to 
try using 
Roles or 
“Lens” 
Cards?

Click here for a 
Canva copy.

PDF version

https://canva.link/h0taszpg7lftery
https://canva.link/h0taszpg7lftery
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CK_48mGE661DCekxjPmfVjMqOOjzWgf-/view?usp=sharing


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

We take on ROLES
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Time and Place
GQ: How can defence of peace and security play a role in the development of a 
nation?
LO: Students relate the development of armed forces in Canada to 
sovereignty.

Consider asking students to take on the roles of a volunteer turned away from 
combat service in 1916, and a soldier serving in the segregated No. 2 Construction 
Battalion in France. Investigate the tension between wanting to serve and being 
denied the right to serve equally. 

Other role ideas may include:
● Rev. William White, the battalion's chaplain, advocating to 

military officials on his men's behalf
● A modern day human rights advocate comparing how some 

people’s WWI service was recognized, while others’ wasn't. 
Or jump forward: a community historian in 1985, asked by author 
Calvin Ruck (Canadian senator, social worker, human rights activist, 
author) why this story had never been told. 

● A veteran, decades later, reflecting on service, discrimination, and a 
promised land grant never received

Example 
from 
Grade 7 

source

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/calvin-ruck
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/calvin-ruck
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/calvin-ruck


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe share STORIES

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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Teachers guide the learning through 
narratives, histories, personal 
stories and authentic 
representations of experience. 



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe share STORIES

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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We learn to listen with our heads 
and hearts. We embrace multiple 
perspectives that help us develop 
empathy and understanding.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe share STORIES
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Time and Place
GQ: How did Canada become a more independent nation and expand 
democratic rights?
LO: Students explain how Canada gained independence and 
expanded democratic rights.

Engage in historical retelling of the Persons Case 
in context. What are the human stories that live in
this legislation? Whose voices are missing?

● The Famous Five's own words 
● What is the relationship between the 1929 

Persons Case and the 1931 Statute of 
Westminster?

● Persons denied, whom the 1929 ruling didn't 
reach

● What was the courtroom narrative like? 
● Uncover some present-day rights stories to examine how 

democratic rights have continued to expand since 1929. 

Examples from 
Grade 9

source

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/famous-five-plain-language-summary?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23994524607&gbraid=0AAAAADqdd-lzhWNL5t5kDflCH-gVTfDUx&gclid=CjwKCAjw1vXTBhB-EiwAEKr_k_sU3DsSadzcl2YgWycnkOm4buJ9B60xctDEkbKC_xErLEK8t06l5RoCvI4QAvD_BwE
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/famous-five-plain-language-summary?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23994524607&gbraid=0AAAAADqdd-lzhWNL5t5kDflCH-gVTfDUx&gclid=CjwKCAjw1vXTBhB-EiwAEKr_k_sU3DsSadzcl2YgWycnkOm4buJ9B60xctDEkbKC_xErLEK8t06l5RoCvI4QAvD_BwE


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe CONNECT to STUDENTS’ LIVES

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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Teachers guide students to connect 
to their personal experiences to 
support their understanding of their 
local context and the world around 
them.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe CONNECT to STUDENTS’ LIVES

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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We use key concepts to support the 
transfer of knowledge to new 
challenges and opportunities.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe CONNECT to STUDENTS’ LIVES

Time and Place
GQ: How have ideologies formed over time?
LO: Students examine the foundations and 
influences of ideologies.

Consider: Everyday classroom and family decisions already sit on the 
individualism–collectivism spectrum. Group work rules, family chore 
systems, and school decision-making all reflect a leaning one way or the 
other — before students ever meet the word "ideology."

● Where do I sit on the spectrum? Students locate a real 
classroom, sport/club/group or family decision on the 
individualism–collectivism spectrum and defend the 
placement

● Should we be governed by a person, or by laws? 
The KUSPs require students to argue Plato's case for a 
wise ruler against Aristotle's case for the rule of law. Then 
apply the same question to a real-life classroom or 
society rule.
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An Example 
from Grade 8

Try using a 
dashboard to make 
a judgment. Be sure 
to use criteria to 
provide  a clear 
justification using 
evidence.

(Link to dashboard)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aQ12vn4JK5RlL8w0-GwfJDOsvs7MyJltRE7H_CRHl_4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aQ12vn4JK5RlL8w0-GwfJDOsvs7MyJltRE7H_CRHl_4/copy


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe CONNECT to STUDENTS’ LIVES

Research suggests that how a difficult topic is taught is really 
important. 
Students generally benefit when teachers:
● maintain a respectful classroom climate
● provide historical context before discussing atrocities
● include stories of courage and resilience
● allow opportunities for reflection
● avoid sensationalism
● encourage questions
● connect learning to human rights and civic responsibility

Dignity in our language and thoughts allows us to disagree 
but not dehumanize. 16

Addressing the 
Holocaust with 
your students



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe develop COMPETENCIES
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Teachers guide students to become 
critical thinkers that ask and reflect 
on compelling questions, manage 
information, and recognize patterns. 



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe develop COMPETENCIES

18

We are effective multimodal 
communicators, who creatively and 
collaboratively solve problems. We 
are aware of our thinking and the 
changes that occur when we learn. 
We are learners.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe develop COMPETENCIES
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Time and Place
GQ: How did Canada become a country?
LO: Students investigate changes in Canada's political 
boundaries. 

Give students five unlabelled outline maps of colonial 
North America at real turning points — 1713 (Treaty of 
Utrecht), 1763 (Treaty of Paris), 1791 (Constitution Act, 
Upper & Lower Canada), and 1837–38 (Act of Union) — and 
ask them to sequence the maps correctly using only the 
boundary shapes as evidence. Then ask: what pattern of 
migration or conflict likely caused each shift? The 
curriculum's own task — infer how migration influenced the 
balance of power — becomes a detective exercise, not a 
lecture.

An Example from 
Grade 4 

source

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Departures-Teaching-Resource_compressed.pdf


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

We engage in the REAL WORLD with 
REAL PEOPLE using REAL ARTIFACTS
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Teachers guide the learning 
using primary sources.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

We engage in the REAL WORLD with 
REAL PEOPLE using REAL ARTIFACTS

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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This may include humans in 
the community, touchable 
artifacts, images and sources 
made possible through 
advances in technology.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

We engage in the REAL WORLD with 
REAL PEOPLE using REAL ARTIFACTS
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Time and Place: In what ways might the ancient world have 
relevance today?
LO: Students examine ancient civilizations.

Primary Sources: Real artifacts or images of coins, pottery, 
and artwork from an ancient civilization. Connect with a local 
museum, or a virtual museum tour.

● Primary vs. Secondary: The curriculum's own task — 
distinguish between primary and secondary sources 
using the same artifacts. Try this observation guide - 
Looking at Art, Looking at Objects

● Comparing the Social Scientists: Compare how a 
historian, an archaeologist, an anthropologist, and a 
geographer would each read the same artifact 
differently

An Example 
from Grade 
5

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dUqYlK3E1VbaXaG4YnjDHiAIrbKnkOJn/view?usp=sharing


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe take ACTION
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Teachers make social studies 
active. We DO the things that 
help us grow. 



Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe take ACTION

Minimal template for use when maximum screen 
real estate is needed to house  large-scale content 

such as diagrams, charts, etc.
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We use thinking routines, 
create representations, track 
changing perspectives, 
collaborate to activate our 
collective strengths and take 
actions as responsible citizens.



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom
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“Wait, what?”

“I wonder why…?” Or “I wonder if…?”

“Couldn’t we at least…?”

“How can I help?”

“What truly matters?”

Action inspired by Harvard Dean James Ryan
5 Essential Questions

Click this image to watch Dr. Ryan’s great speech! A 
book Summary is included in the session resources

https://youtu.be/bW0NguMGIbE?si=PHvX_knSlj0DhOfL'
https://youtu.be/bW0NguMGIbE?si=_2PTDkDHlOH6Qbu1
https://youtu.be/bW0NguMGIbE?si=_2PTDkDHlOH6Qbu1


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomWe take ACTION
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Citizenship
GQ: In what ways does civic participation support 
democratic societies?
LO: Students examine civic participation in Canada.

Have students choose and take action on a real, local issue: 
● identify the issue and purpose, 
● research it, 
● set a goal, 
● weigh costs and resources, 
● decide the steps, 
● carry the plan out, 
● then reflect on the outcome. 

Directly from the outcome itself, this is a meaningful 
experience we can support, model and design with students.

An Example 
from Grade 6



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom
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Learning is best done through ACTIONS.
Here are some great Action Posters to use as reflections.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9My_XsrxS0qVnhMbFNNUWZDd0U/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0--80zwtS6dE7b8Ik9GiB68g


Supporting every educator 
in every classroomHow we DO Social Studies 
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About HWDSS, Examples, Instructions to set up a Gem/GPT

https://how-we-do-ss.netlify.app/
https://how-we-do-ss.netlify.app/


Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

Supporting your Journey (click on each to access)
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Social Studies Knowledge Companion
A website to source vetted resources

Social Studies Verbs & Concepts
A site to explore the DOING Words of SS

K - 9 SS Curriculum Planner
A GPT to “pin” and aid in your planning

SS Current Events Lens for Gr 6 - 9
A GPT to “pin” and connect current news

https://i-need-to-know.netlify.app/
https://i-need-to-know.netlify.app/
https://ab-ssverbs-k-9.netlify.app/
https://ab-ssverbs-k-9.netlify.app/
https://ab-ssverbs-k-9.netlify.app/
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-68e705ca32488191b40b9c1465175c8d-alberta-k-9-social-studies-curriculum-planner
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-68e705ca32488191b40b9c1465175c8d-alberta-k-9-social-studies-curriculum-planner
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-6a4e89202ae48191af44030f10fec6b5-social-studies-current-events-lens-alberta-ss-6-9
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-6a4e89202ae48191af44030f10fec6b5-social-studies-current-events-lens-alberta-ss-6-9
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-6a4e89202ae48191af44030f10fec6b5-social-studies-current-events-lens-alberta-ss-6-9


APLC Post Session Survey
Thank you for attending this session. To help us 
enhance the delivery of future sessions, we ask 
that you please complete this short survey. 
Your feedback is important and appreciated! 
Note: Your survey will be submitted 
anonymously.

Click here to complete a short survey:
https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.
ca/survey/?id=15805 

https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805
https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15805


aplc.ca

Thank you

31

Please visit our website for more information

Rick Gilson 
rick.gilson@aplc.ca

Cheryl Babin
cheryl.babin@aplc.ca 

mailto:rick.gilson@aplc.ca
mailto:cheryl.babin@aplc.ca

