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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2025, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss student 
work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes scoring 
student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which rubrics and 
scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate student work 
consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 6 (meeting curricular outcomes with an enriched 
understanding, meeting curricular outcomes, approaching curricular outcomes, not yet meeting curricular 
outcomes). 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

performance outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each performance outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o allow for variation within an outcome. 
o indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the performance outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  
 

 
 

 

Note: This document does not reflect updates made to the year-end rubrics in Spring 2025. 
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Look carefully at the picture. What does the picture make you think of? 
You could write about yourself or others, real or imagined. 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 

You have 15 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 

You will have up to 40 minutes to write. 

You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft.  
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Grade 6 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
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Grade 6 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

4 

 

Organization and Structure  
• effectively develops a main idea supported by details, examples, and 

explanations  
• skillfully expresses personal ideas through multiple paragraphs for the purpose of 

engaging an audience  
 

 

4 

 

 

Creative Expression  
• uses an effective tone to express a clear attitude or feeling about the topic and 

audience  
• skillful use of foreshadowing throughout  
• skillfully uses “the walls were coated with red and white” and “playfully punched 

my arm”  
• skillfully uses dialogue and questioning technique “so, why was I shaking?” and 

“What is he doing?” 
 

 

4 

Capitalization  
• consistently applies capitalization appropriately to create a variety of effects  

4 

 

Punctuation 
•  consistently applies punctuation appropriately to create a variety of effects  

4 Grammar  
• consistently uses grammar to support communication  

 

4 

 

 

Spelling  
• skillfully applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, 

including basis and affixes through the use of “aisle,” and “immediately” and 
“practically” 

 

Additional Information: 
 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• transitions between paragraphs and connecting ideas  
• selection of words/vocabulary to create emphasis and effect  
• subordinating conjunctions and comma use  
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Grade 6 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar B 
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Grade 6 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

3 

 

Organization and Structure  
• skillfully expresses personal ideas throughout multiple paragraphs of the purpose of 

engaging an audience  
• effectively develops a main idea supported by details  
• adequate transitions between paragraphs  

 

 

3 

 

 

 

Creative Expression  
• effective use of tone to express clear attitude or feeling about the topic and audience 
• thoughtfully creates texts using a selection of words/vocabulary to create emphasis for 

effect  
• thoughtful use of imagery and figurative language through the use of “it was almost like 

his mouth was taped shut. The hole got smaller and smaller until he was squished” and 
“he closed his eyes but kept closing them again and again.”  

4 

 

Capitalization  
• consistently applies capitalization appropriately  

 

4 

 

 

Punctuation 
• consistently applies punctuation appropriately to create a variety of effects  

4 Grammar  
• consistently uses grammar to support communication  

4 

 

 

Spelling  
• skillfully applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words “scurried,” 

and “crumbled” and “lightheaded.” 

 

Additional Information: 
• when marking for organization and structure, the lacking conclusion was discussed. Markers wondered if 

time might have been the issue. 

 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• will benefit from varying sentence starters  
• focus on rising action – slowing down the moment  
• placement of important details for effect  
• build vocabulary repertoire  
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Grade 6 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
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Grade 6 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

3 

 

Organization and Structure  
• sufficiently develops a main idea supported by facts and details  
• adequately expresses ideas using organizational structures. Lacks in sentence 

length and structure as well as transitions 
 

 

3 

Creative Expression  
• effective tone is used to express a clear attitude or feeling about the topic 
• thoughtfully created a text with a strong plot and tone, “It wasn’t over her, and 

her name is Liana, Not tammy, Idiot” and “Not even his own girlfriend, Liana.” 
 

3 Capitalization  
• frequently applies capitalization appropriately to create a variety of effects  

3 

 

Punctuation 
•  frequently applies punctuation appropriately to create a variety of effects  

3 

 

Grammar  
• frequently uses grammar to support communication  

 

3 

Spelling  
• frequently applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, 

including bases and affixes  
 

Additional Information: 
• scorers commented on the unique writing style and format of the text through the use of dotted lines to 

show the change in “worlds” 
• it was a delightful read 
• scorers suspect that the unexpected upper-case letters are intended for emphasis  

Instructional Next Steps: 
• would benefit from showing and not always telling through dialogue  
• enhancing vocabulary usage  
• comma usage  
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Grade 6: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar D 
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Grade 6 Level 2 Approaching Exemplar D– Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

 

2 

 

Organization and Structure  
• partially develops a main idea of “the sun has just come out” remains throughout 

the story 
• partially expresses personal ideas through multiple paragraphs  

 

2 

 

Creative Expression  
• uses simplistic tone to express an attitude or feeling about the topic and audience  
• partially selects words/vocabulary and partially develops setting and plot and 

suspense   
 

2 Capitalization  
• sometimes applies capitalization to create a variety of effects  

2 Punctuation 
•  sometimes applies punctuation to create a variety of effects  

2 Grammar  
•  sometimes uses consistent tense and independent and dependent clauses  

3 

 

Spelling  
• frequently applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, 

including bases and affixes  
 

Additional Information: 
• markers were impressed with the uniqueness of the ideas  
• writes in dialogue and feels like it could make a good graphic novel  

Instructional Next Steps: 
• sentence structure and conclusions 
• consistent use of capitalization  
• break lines to isolate ideas  
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Grade 6: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar E 
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Grade 6 Level 2 Approaching Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

2 

 

Organization and Structure  
• partially develops a main idea - a soccer game 
• simplistic expression of main ideas 
• simplistic transitions “so the game started” 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

Creative Expression  
• appropriate tone is present  
• simplistic selection of words/vocabulary “suddenly” 
• rarely develops elements of imagery, rhyme, dialogue, emphasis, or effect to enhance 

text 
• use of onomatopoeia with “BOOM!” and “POW!” 

1 Capitalization  
• rarely applies capitalization 

 

1 Punctuation 
• rarely applies punctuation 

 

1 

 

Grammar  
• rarely uses consistent tense and changes throughout 
• rarely uses independent and dependent clauses  

2 

 

Spelling  
• sometimes applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words  

 

Additional Information: 
• when discussing capitalization, scorers noted that the use of “BOOM!” and POW!” were perhaps used 

correctly due to auto correct. 

 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• organization of ideas 
• word choice and spelling, punctuation, and capitalization  
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Grade 6: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar F 
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Grade 6 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

1 

Organization and Structure  
• simplistically expresses ideas using organization structures such as - introduction 

is present, some details in sequential order and some variety in sentence length – 
listing items in a series.  

• rarely expresses personal ideas through multiple paragraphs for the purpose of 
engaging an audience  

• superficially develops a main idea or topic with facts, details, examples and 
explanations  
 

 

 

 

1 

Creative Expression  
• rarely creates excitement through specific word choice and effects “smashed” 

and “wondering” and “...and…”  
• simplistic conversational tone is present  
• rarely expresses ideas through multiple paragraphs for the purpose of engaging 

an audience  
 

1 Capitalization  
• rarely applies capitalization appropriately to create a variety of effects  

2 Punctuation 
• sometimes applies punctuation to create a variety of effects  

 

2 

 

Grammar  
• sometimes uses grammar to support communication such as subject verb 

agreement present and consistent use of tense  
 

 

2 

 

Spelling  
• rarely applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, including 

basis and affixes  

 

Additional Information: 
• when scoring punctuation, scorers noted some proper use of punctuation. The writer is taking a risk with 

punctuation use and is often used incorrectly. 
• when scoring spelling, a two was awarded and it was noted that the student played it safe and did not use 

unfamiliar words. 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• writing stamina and exploring ideas  
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Grade 6: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar G 
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Grade 6 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar G – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

 

1 

 

Organization and Structure  
• does not yet develop a main idea or topic 
• does not yet express ideas using organizational structures  
• does not yet express personal ideas through paragraphs 

 
 

1 

 

Creative Expression  
• does not yet use tone to express an attitude or feeling about the topic 
• rarely creates a text using passage using emphasis or effects  

1 Capitalization  
• does not yet apply capitalization  

1 Punctuation 
•  ineffectively applies punctuation  

 
 

1 

Grammar  
• rarely uses grammar to support communication 

 
2 Spelling  

• sometimes applies knowledge of spelling patterns 
 

 

Additional Information: 
• the text is heavy on dialogue allowing the tense to remain consistent rather than an intentional choice 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• proper use of dialogue  
• graphic organizer to be provided to assist with text organization and development of main idea and 

supporting details and examples  
• sentence structure  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


