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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2025, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss student 
work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes scoring 
student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which rubrics and 
scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate student work 
consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 5 (meeting curricular outcomes with an enriched 
understanding, meeting curricular outcomes, approaching curricular outcomes, not yet meeting curricular 
outcomes). 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

performance outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each performance outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o allow for variation within an outcome. 
o indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the performance outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  
 

 
 

 

Note: This document does not reflect updates made to the year-end rubrics in Spring 2025. 
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Look carefully at the picture. What does the picture make you think of? 
You can write about yourself, or others, real or imagined. 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 

You have 20 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 

You will have up to 40 minutes to write. 

You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft.  
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Grade 5 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
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Grade 5 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
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Grade 5 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 
 
 
 

 
4 

 

Organization and Structure  
• flows logically  

• effectively develops a main idea supported by facts, details, examples, and 
explanations  

• paragraphs are effective  

• effectively creates interest by using a variety of sentence structure and length  

 
 

4 
 
 

Creative Expression 
• it purposefully entertains an audience through the use of plot, characterization, dialogue, 

and figurative language, such as “lullaby underwater” and “like sunlight on water” 

• effectively entertains the reader using sensory language, synonyms and antonyms, 
specific words or phrases, and figurative language such as “shimmered” and “like wind 
rustling through dry leaves”  

 
4 

 

Capitalization 
• although some errors are present, there were repeated and consistent patterns of proper 

use 
 
4 

 

Punctuation 
• consistently applies punctuation to support effective communication  

 
 
4 
 
 

Grammar  
• consistently uses grammar to support communication. Position of adverbs is sophisticated, 

for example, “spinning wildly,” and “they stepped off the ride quietly,” and “the ride 
moved gently” 

• strong use of appositives with conjunctions to connect ideas 

 
4 
 

Spelling 
• skillfully applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words 

 
Additional Information: 

• Letter formation was discussed when capitalization was discussed. The use of upper and lower case letters 
throughout is a matter of penmanship. Doesn’t inhibit communication. 

 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• would benefit from the use of typing or a mechanical pencil or pen when printing  
• conference with this student to explore writing options to encourage the love of writing 
• introduce the writer to young adult authors with a similar style or new styles 
• use student examples of writing as a mentor text when studying figurative language, punctuation, 

dialogue, and quotation marks. 
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Grade 5 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar B 
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Grade 5 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria 
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 

Organization and Structure  
• effectively develops a main idea supported by facts and details such as, “Ollie was 

sleeping the entire car ride”  
• effectively expresses ideas logically  
• effectively creates interest by using a variety of sentence structure and length 

 
 

3 
 

 

Creative Expression 
• uses plot and characterization to entertain an audience 
• does not yet use dialogue and figurative language  

 

 
 
 
4 

Capitalization 
• consistently applies capitalization to support effective communication 
• names are capitalized correctly. A few errors are present in words such as 

“Rollercoaster”  
• beginning of sentences are capitalized  
 

 
4 

Punctuation 
• consistently applies punctuation to support effective communication 

 
3 

 
 

Grammar 
• frequently uses grammar to support communication using appropriate tense, subject-verb 

agreement, noun-pronoun agreement, and conjunctions to connect phrases 

 
4 

 

Spelling 
• skillfully applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, including 

prefixes and suffixes 

 
Additional Information: 

• capitalization was discussed at length, specifically letter formation 
 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• specific word choice could be enhanced  
• opportunity for a use of figurative language and dialogue  
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Grade 5 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
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Grade 5 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
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Grade 5 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 

 
3 
 

Organization and Structure  
• adequately arranges and expresses ideas logically, using details and transitions. 

Transitions between paragraphs are lacking. 

• sufficiently creates interest by using a variety of sentence structure and length  

 
3 
 

Creative Expression  
• sufficiently entertains an audience using plot, characterization, dialogue and figurative 

language 
 

 
4 

Capitalization  
• consistently applies capitalization to support effective communication 

 
 
3 

Punctuation  
• frequently applies punctuation to support effective communication - excellent use of 

dialogue  
• the overuse of exclamation marks distracts the reader  

 
 
 
3 
 

Grammar 
• frequently uses grammar to support communication.  

• sometimes uses appropriate tense 

 
4 
 

 

Spelling 
• skillfully applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words, including 

prefixes and suffixes 

 
 
Additional Information: 
 
 
 
Instructional Next Steps: 
 

• learning how to play with excitement and enthusiasm within a character without the overuse of 
exclamation marks.  

• using consistent tense throughout  
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Grade 5: Level 3 Meeting – Exemplar D 
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Grade 5: Level 3 Meeting – Exemplar D 
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Grade 5 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
2 

Creative Expression 
• inconsistently arranges and expresses ideas logically  
• partially creates interest  

 
 
3 
 

 

Creative Expression  
• sufficiently entertains an audience  
• the plot is difficult to follow and an overreliance on dialogue to move the story  
• thoughtfully entertains the reader through the use of figurative and sensory language   

 
3 

Capitalization  
• frequently applies capitalization to support effective communication 

 
 
3 

 

Punctuation  
• frequently applies punctuation to support effective communication 

 
3 

 

Grammar 
• frequently uses grammar to support communication through appropriate tense, 

conjunctions to connect phrases, and appositives 
 

 
3 

Spelling  
• sufficiently applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar 

 
 
 
Additional Information: 

• markers discussed that the paragraph structure was not simplistic, and it wasn’t quite sufficient 
 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• organization - support to help structure the story and organize ideas logically 
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Grade 5: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar E 
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Grade 5 Level 2: Approaching Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 
 

Score 
 

Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 

 
2 

Organization and Structure  
• adequately arranges and expresses ideas. Does not yet write paragraphs – single 

paragraph response  
• ideas are logically arranged  
• uses a variety of sentence beginnings  
• partially develops a main idea 
• partially creates interest 

 
 

2 
 
 

Creative Expression  
• simplistic beginning, middle, end  
• does not yet use characterization, dialogue, and figurative language  
• use of “biceles” and “gymnactics” and “popcorn” in specific word choice 

 
3 

 

Capitalization  
• frequently applies capitalization to support effective communication 

 
 

2 
 

Punctuation 
• sometimes applies punctuation to support effective communication 

 
 

3 
 

Grammar  
• frequently uses grammar to support communication 
• sometimes uses appropriate tense. Tense change at the beginning 

 
2 

 

Spelling  
• sufficiently applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words 

 
 
Additional Information: 

•  
 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• organization - support to help structure the story and organize ideas logically 
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Grade 5 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar F   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 5: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
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Grade 5 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
2 
 

Organization and Structure  
• partially creating interest with varying sentence length, “I was just turning the corner to 

my house, and I don’t see my mom's car” 
• follows logical idea and timeline. Is lacking paragraphs and is in the process of 

developing a main idea 
 

 
 

2 

Creative Expression  
• uses sensory language, creates feelings of loneliness “no ancer”, “I see our famaly 

photho” 
• developing the complexity of some sentences  
• the writing entertained the audience and used some sensory language and synonyms. 

Lacks aspects of figurative language 
 

 
2 

Capitalization 
• sometimes applies capitalization to support effective communication 

 
1 
 

Punctuation 
• does not yet apply punctuation to support effective communication 

 
 

2 
 

Grammar  
• sometimes uses grammar to support communication - tense was mostly present except for 

“have went out” therefore, we went with sometimes  
 

 
 
1 
 

Spelling 
• rarely applies knowledge of spelling patterns to spell unfamiliar words 
• mistakes such as “dident” and “hes” (meaning has), still working on vowels and blends 

within word patterns 

 
Additional Information: 
 
 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• paragraph development 
• punctuation and spelling  
• aspects of figurative language 
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Grade 5 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar F 
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Grade 5 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
1 
 

Organization and Structure  
• inconsistently arranges and expresses ideas logically 

• lacks interesting facts, details, examples, and explanations  
• rarely creates interest by using a variety of sentence structure and length 

 
 

 
1 

Creative Expression  
• simplistically attempts to use dialogue   
• attempts to entertain the reader  

 
 

1 
Capitalization 

• rarely applies capitalization to support effective communication 

1 
 

Punctuation 
• does not yet apply punctuation to support effective communication  

 
 

2 
 

Grammar  
• does not yet apply subject-verb agreement, noun-pronoun agreement, position of 

adverbs, connections to connect phrases  
• present tense was maintained throughout  

 
 
1 
 

Spelling 
• partially applies knowledge of spelling patterns with words like “camera” 

 
Additional Information: 
 

• scorers felt that the voice in this piece was strong 
 
 
Instructional Next Steps: 

• use of quotation marks and/or spacing of dialogue  
• use of storyboard or plot map to support organization of ideas  

 
 


