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What might classroom 
assessment look like as we 

plan to assess and report on 
the Social Studies learning 

outcomes?
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Our Session Plan

1. What counts as evidence of learning?

2. Planning for Evaluation

3. Examples of Classroom Assessment

4. Questions & Answers   
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Where to find these resources?

Link to Toolkit

https://aplc.ca/pd-resource/social-studies-implementation-toolkit-kindergarten-grade-6/
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2 TRUTHS & A LIE
about evaluating 

students’ achievement

It’s time to 
EVALUATE  students’ 

achievement.
 

What goes into the 
collection of 

evidence?
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Effective assessment includes a “photo album” of 
evidence that includes a collection of products, 

conversations and observations, not a “snapshot” 
one-time assessment at the end.

Effective evaluation also includes triangulated evidence.

TRUTH
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The evidence in the photo album does not all need to look 
or be the same for all students. If the criteria for success is 

met, the evidence that proves the learning can differ. 

This allows for differentiation in how students represent 
what they know, understand and can do.

TRUTH
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LIE: Every unit must end with a test that 
includes all the KUSPs.

NOPE, That’s FALSE!
Each KUSP does not require a summative unit test. 

It is not a requirement for students to memorize all of the knowledge 
and reenact all of the skills in a final test if evidence of learning has 

already been captured through varied learning experiences.

LIE
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Planning for Evaluation

When planning for evaluation, 
consider:

1. achievement of the learning 
outcome, 

2. demonstration of 
competencies, and 

3. the values … through the 
learning. This Planning for Evaluation guide was adapted from The 

Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2), Learning to Inquire in Social 
Studies and inspired by Damian Cooper’s Rebooting 
Assessment: A practical guide for balancing conversations, 
performances and products (2022).
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Planning for Evaluation

Reporting processes and 
methods vary across the 
province, but planning for 
evaluation using these 
resources will support 
effective evaluation 
within any system.
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Planning for Evaluation

Evaluation takes place at the 
end of a learning cycle/time 
period. This is also known as 
assessment OF learning. 

Teachers also know this is the 
time to gather all of the 
evidence in order to determine 
and report a grade or level of 
achievement for the outcomes. 
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According to Alberta Education 
and Childcare, “Educators are not 
required to formally evaluate and 
report on competencies separately 
from learning outcomes. Educators 
are encouraged to give students 
feedback on competency 
development as it relates to 
specific learning outcomes and 
activities.” (source)

Planning for Evaluation

Direct LINK to Competency Progressions pdf

https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/frequently-asked-questions-for-educators/everyone/frequently-asked-questions-for-educators-1/
https://arpdcresources.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/competencies-english-8.5x11.pdf
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Part 1: Enduring and Transferable Goals 
The main goal of the outcome, competencies for 
focus, and essential takeaways

Part 2: Performance Indicators for Learning 
Outcome and Levels of Achievement
A simple, holistic rubric to help you evaluate and 
determine proficiency.

Part 3: Triangulated Evidence 
Examples of products, conversations and 
observations to use as evidence.

For each learning outcome per grade level, 
you will find:
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Part 1: Enduring and Transferable Goals 
Grade 4 example

What do we want students to take away from this learning?

What will you 
prioritize and 
emphasize?

Goals of the
Learning Outcome

What learning will be nurtured as students work toward the 
learning outcome?

Students will learn about how the land on which we currently live came to be a 
country called Canada. Students will learn that colonization is one country forcefully 
overtaking land that is already occupied. 

Britain and France enforced their own belief systems, religions, leadership, and ways 
of life on Indigenous peoples around the world, including where we currently live in 
Canada.
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Part 1: Enduring and Transferable Goals 
Grade 4 example

What do we want students to take away from this learning?

What will you 
prioritize and 
emphasize?

Demonstration of Competencies

While more competencies will be embedded naturally, which will 
you explicitly highlight, teach and model? 

Research and Managing Information 
● I reflect on information gathering processes and revise if necessary.
● I gather and organize information from multiple sources to enhance or clarify 

understandings.

Critical Thinking
● I pose questions to analyze information or evidence.
● I consider perspectives that do not fit with my understandings.

*Selected competencies are connected to this LO in New LearnAlberta
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Part 1: Enduring and Transferable Goals 
Grade 4 example

What do we want students to take away from this learning?

What will you 
prioritize and 
emphasize?

Values & Take-Aways

How does this learning support students to become active and 
responsible citizens, as stated in the Social Studies Overview?

Colonization in Canada was primarily done by European countries as they  worked to 
expand their influence by claiming land that was already home to First Nations, Metis, 
and Inuit peoples before the Europeans arrived. Deepening this understanding 
supports Truth and Reconciliation.
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Part 2: Performance Indicators for Learning Outcome and Levels of Achievement
Grade 4 Example

Learning Outcome:  Students examine significant historical events that contributed to the formation of the country of Canada.
Consider all of the evidence collected through products, conversations and observations to determine the level of proficiency that best 
reflects the student’s achievement.

To achieve a 
learning 

outcome, the 
student…

Proficient Partially Proficient Not Yet

Examines historical events by explaining 
causes, challenges, and contributions 
connected to Canada’s formation.

Makes clear connections between events, 
such as settlement, migration, and 
colonization, and how they shaped the 
country.

Considers the perspectives of groups, 
including First Nations, French, and British 
communities.

Explains why events were significant for 
the development of Canada.

Provides a simplified description of 
Canada’s formation.

Is beginning to make connections 
between at least one event and Canada’s 
development.

Recognizes that different groups were 
involved in these events and may have 
different points of view.

Recognizes that Canada’s history includes 
important events and people.

Shares ideas or examples about events 
from Canada’s past.

Uses maps, stories, or visuals to talk 
about places and events in history.

Shows curiosity about how events helped 
shape the country.

*This rubric is intended for teachers when determining a 
grade or level of achievement.

*Adjust or modify to meet your district’s reporting 
resources.

*Not YET is intentionally written with strength-based 
language that identifies ways that a student is developing 

skills necessary for next steps on their learning 
progression.
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After all of the learning 
and assessment 
experiences have been 
completed, consider a 
triangulated collection of 
evidence that includes 
conversations you’ve had 
with students, products or 
written evidence, AND the 
observations you’ve made 
during the learning.

Image source: Damian Cooper 
(2022) Rebooting Assessment, 

pg 38

What counts as evidence of students’ learning?
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Cathy is using 
vocabulary 

effectively. I just 
heard her say 
migration and 

treaty in her group.

“People came 
to Canada for 

farmland and a 
better life.”

This stop-motion 
map with audio is 
sharing excellent 
details about the 

settlements. 
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Planning for Evaluation 

Select your Grade Level(s), Organizing Idea and Learning Outcome Below:

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

Time & Place: examine 
physical features

Systems: examine exchange 
goods & services

Systems: investigate roles  
and responsibilities in groups

Citizenship: examine 
belonging in groups

Time & Place: explore cultures 
of diverse communities

Time & Place: examine 
physical regions Canada

Systems: examine trade 
supports communities

Systems: examine role of 
gov’t in Canada 

Citizenship: examine 
competencies

Time & Place: relate traditions 
to Canada’s heritage

Time & Place: investigate 
natural & created features

Systems: examine natural 
resource use

Systems: compare 
municipal & prov gov’t

Citizenship: explore civic 
actions

Time & Place: relate diversity 
to Alberta’s identity

Time & Place: examine 
communities

Systems: explore needs 
and wants

Systems: investigate roles   
of leaders

Citizenship: relate 
cooperation to goals

Time & Place: express 
traditions, cultures, histories

Kindergarten

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P6n8Igx8Zfnw0b9DR0QL-sVx4ql2e8GzQcWW3WygPho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P6n8Igx8Zfnw0b9DR0QL-sVx4ql2e8GzQcWW3WygPho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dzRgRoD5fW6Zec4Ri046kp_VqiqYOFlFRTafSGnRIT0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dzRgRoD5fW6Zec4Ri046kp_VqiqYOFlFRTafSGnRIT0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EBT2hgR_bCTjPy0FvBxOuXJtywSjWNeKa0xcAVUlIQ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EBT2hgR_bCTjPy0FvBxOuXJtywSjWNeKa0xcAVUlIQ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yL0iiMlWvWgLWt5f_LZv--Nhg6d4-rUnWDBCfWXOvU4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yL0iiMlWvWgLWt5f_LZv--Nhg6d4-rUnWDBCfWXOvU4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N_uMmPEJFPT0Rm5WAKPtlAuJ-xP08qvQi9E5WKskDr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N_uMmPEJFPT0Rm5WAKPtlAuJ-xP08qvQi9E5WKskDr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tutmBfA7zY5pLKCfwEljOI45qivaW0mDTsjndxGneGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tutmBfA7zY5pLKCfwEljOI45qivaW0mDTsjndxGneGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_ToS4kHesnIj9CtBWT8jLlhKf7tsOSX-uz0NRNsVWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_ToS4kHesnIj9CtBWT8jLlhKf7tsOSX-uz0NRNsVWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1axK62ywTJiIWN126KRS7ssIJ4TW3AZG36to3ZESgR54/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1axK62ywTJiIWN126KRS7ssIJ4TW3AZG36to3ZESgR54/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n9HVruND-b749r1GhD8ildf1_PcNZUM_39e7U6pAxuk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n9HVruND-b749r1GhD8ildf1_PcNZUM_39e7U6pAxuk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HIJI-ARI6I2qdO1pjtOmE2ympkbv52rwHMopqVZ2ILw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HIJI-ARI6I2qdO1pjtOmE2ympkbv52rwHMopqVZ2ILw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mXtxlSZx7nj3IHWs81YRwukgQtp9LaeJd2ura3gdc0E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mXtxlSZx7nj3IHWs81YRwukgQtp9LaeJd2ura3gdc0E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zX5GE835k3yWtHN7__QWT7NhRqJXXO4sDDQK8JIfM_A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zX5GE835k3yWtHN7__QWT7NhRqJXXO4sDDQK8JIfM_A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZEWiahhylWnr2nkrP9N1bjVIzlEZnMWUKZuXJCNQEb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZEWiahhylWnr2nkrP9N1bjVIzlEZnMWUKZuXJCNQEb4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hpgj79gHVcU0P07g2GAj-ECNlWtUj-hpomxZjaMOVPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hpgj79gHVcU0P07g2GAj-ECNlWtUj-hpomxZjaMOVPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LN2rSh5Zy7Opurj9yyv0NSEr7ZW3_H_mrg2Pa3foe9A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LN2rSh5Zy7Opurj9yyv0NSEr7ZW3_H_mrg2Pa3foe9A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fO5PPcKZ58hpw0AAJlmFBY0yirI24YdT0DrT-uBEc1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fO5PPcKZ58hpw0AAJlmFBY0yirI24YdT0DrT-uBEc1Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eWP2exLaTAMb0TVyYvbZzs0ckdf8mXUM4JtrQqjzYT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eWP2exLaTAMb0TVyYvbZzs0ckdf8mXUM4JtrQqjzYT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12JsS2Cg0DIYq-nVeZAE6e_NpVIRjQc9QWW8xX9LUZP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12JsS2Cg0DIYq-nVeZAE6e_NpVIRjQc9QWW8xX9LUZP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FMDoH9VX_aCpGPMiXePi-ss7tNIenCW1XfReMB-P90/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FMDoH9VX_aCpGPMiXePi-ss7tNIenCW1XfReMB-P90/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cDs-F30e0fUWvqQMPKT33u6awj0tU_Z2gxnz0YKpCB0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cDs-F30e0fUWvqQMPKT33u6awj0tU_Z2gxnz0YKpCB0/edit?usp=sharing
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Select your Grade Level & Organizing Ideas Below

When planning for evaluation, consider achievement of the learning outcome, demonstration of 
competencies, and the values expressed through the learning. 

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Planning for Evaluation 

Select your Grade Level(s), Organizing Idea and Learning Outcome Below:

Time & Place: investigate 
changes in political boundaries 

Systems: investigate 
historical influences

Systems: examine role of 
the fur trade

Citizenship: investigate 
rights & responsibilities 

Time & Place: examine 
significant historical events 

Time & Place: examine 
ancient civilizations 

Systems: examine ancient 
economic practices

Systems: examine ancient 
gov’t and social systems

Citizenship: investigate 
ways to learn and take action

Time & Place: examine 
geographical features and 

environmental changes 

Time & Place: relate 
principles of democracy

Citizenship: examine Charter 
of Rights & Freedoms

Citizenship: examine civic 
participation

Systems: analyze democracy 
in Canada

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6bwiTpxvmT-wxMjz-RL56RoG4o13hH_JfDhyw5t9Tg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6bwiTpxvmT-wxMjz-RL56RoG4o13hH_JfDhyw5t9Tg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fnhfW_qg4R2MTlRv_Ni8kbboBMJSaqmTi9LbfC_s61o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fnhfW_qg4R2MTlRv_Ni8kbboBMJSaqmTi9LbfC_s61o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iv8aj6xOpbOh6XcO1yMKkUpzRPLmun9Zb6P2qO2TD3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iv8aj6xOpbOh6XcO1yMKkUpzRPLmun9Zb6P2qO2TD3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pdOZKp-NKAQQY8pwk4jbD3Si-opvulC15Vq19my3ZqU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pdOZKp-NKAQQY8pwk4jbD3Si-opvulC15Vq19my3ZqU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hFc4vC2z77A784wlKNRaM1zhuv09G4ScTS3J0TNORkU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hFc4vC2z77A784wlKNRaM1zhuv09G4ScTS3J0TNORkU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ufIZqvawSYOOiTKNzb4-TfBYZBVNMvfRLQD5s9F4LdU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ufIZqvawSYOOiTKNzb4-TfBYZBVNMvfRLQD5s9F4LdU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y8AQI9i9X-FRzTMunGfxY-_46Rbifn4CLn2xOpv9jnA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y8AQI9i9X-FRzTMunGfxY-_46Rbifn4CLn2xOpv9jnA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NhlJRSmFlJlbHGVo25D8bi4mI3fa9YQvqc4KInbHw3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NhlJRSmFlJlbHGVo25D8bi4mI3fa9YQvqc4KInbHw3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_x72Wo28oPquEraSmBZy6y4N7dWEP102D2Ft9CtRWKk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_x72Wo28oPquEraSmBZy6y4N7dWEP102D2Ft9CtRWKk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TZhFX-sfq7543eWRBLwoaNnj5Fsinr0gpXv7L60gyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TZhFX-sfq7543eWRBLwoaNnj5Fsinr0gpXv7L60gyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TZhFX-sfq7543eWRBLwoaNnj5Fsinr0gpXv7L60gyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DwWHWNWX3geLooeVEJXAxPGNqu2-aQisf3_V8Ghc4FI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DwWHWNWX3geLooeVEJXAxPGNqu2-aQisf3_V8Ghc4FI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qDaLm2FH-kiIDvF_JlkGJddomiH5ZZCvECzd0VEukZk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qDaLm2FH-kiIDvF_JlkGJddomiH5ZZCvECzd0VEukZk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1quCYqt_R7GzA0S79WjeLga7BoMo14d1imN5uODtgzsA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1quCYqt_R7GzA0S79WjeLga7BoMo14d1imN5uODtgzsA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y9KBFgXK33uGx7b5Lnh4tqmOeiQ1INPdSm7WzmeTCiQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y9KBFgXK33uGx7b5Lnh4tqmOeiQ1INPdSm7WzmeTCiQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Social Studies 
Classroom 
Assessment 
Examples 

(found in the toolkit!)

https://aplc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Social-Studies-Curriculum-Implementation-Toolkit-Aug-2025.pdf
https://aplc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Social-Studies-Curriculum-Implementation-Toolkit-Aug-2025.pdf
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Possible 
learning and 
assessment 
experiences

Combining all KUSPs from a Single Learning Outcome

Learning Outcome

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Skills and 
Procedures

 Skills and 
Procedures

   Skills and   
  Procedures

   Skills and   
  Procedures

   Skills and 
  Procedures

   Skills and 
  Procedures

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding



Supporting every educator 
in every classroom

25





source
27

The LO is what 
needs to be 

assessed and 
reported

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/ciihub/en/(home//f:category)?cardId=2&cardCategoryId=2-1&closeUrl=home
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/ciihub/en/(home//f:category)?cardId=2&cardCategoryId=2-1&closeUrl=home
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ESSENTIAL 
VOCABULARY

community
contribute

fairness 
guide

leaders
leadership

role



Skills and 
Procedures

 Skills and 
Procedures

   Skills and   
  Procedures

   Skills and   
  Procedures

   Skills and 
  Procedures

   Skills and 
  Procedures

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge
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Possible 
learning and 
assessment 
experiences

Combining Some KUSPs from a Single Learning Outcome

Learning Outcome

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding
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Combining KUSPs from Multiple Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcome

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
ProceduresPossible

learning and assessment 
experiences

Learning Outcome

Organizing IdeaOrganizing Idea
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Combining KUSPs from Different Subjects

Learning Outcome Social Studies

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Knowledge

Understanding

Understanding

Understanding

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
Procedures

Skills and 
ProceduresPossible

learning and assessment 
experiences

Learning Outcome Science

Organizing Idea ScienceOrganizing Idea Social Studies
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Link to the 
APLC Grades K - 6
Social Studies New 
Curriculum 
Implementation 
Toolkit

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egG6Jsm6BLp7QBbuLqdt6fGgIPmA_UhL/view?usp=sharing


APLC Post Session Survey
Thank you for attending this session. To help us 
enhance the delivery of future sessions, we ask 
that you please complete this short survey. 
Your feedback is important and appreciated! 
Note: Your survey will be submitted 
anonymously.

Survey: 
https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15077

https://aplc.ca/survey/?id=15077


aplc.ca

Thank you
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Please visit our website for more information.
You can also email us directly.

Cathy Coers
cathy.coers@aplc.ca 

Cheryl Babin
cheryl.babin@aplc.ca  

mailto:cathy.coers@aplc.ca
mailto:cheryl.babin@aplc.ca

