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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2024, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss student 
work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes scoring 
student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which rubrics and 
scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate student work 
consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 9 (meeting curricular outcomes with an enriched 
understanding, meeting curricular outcomes, approaching curricular outcomes, not yet meeting curricular 
outcomes). 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

performance outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each performance outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o allow for variation within an outcome. 
o indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the performance outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  
 

 
 

 

Note: This document does not reflect updates made to the year-end rubrics in Spring 2025. 
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Consider this image. What does this image make you think of?  

You can respond personally, critically, or creatively. 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 

You have 15 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 

You will have up to 45 minutes to write. 

You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft.  
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Grade 9 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sample of Student Work  
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Grade 9 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 
 

 
4 

Content  
• Effectively creates a text that thoroughly or creatively explores a common theme/topic 
• Effectively Incorporates character and point of view  

 
 
 
 
4 
 

Audience & Purpose 
• Effectively develops content appropriate to purpose, audience, and situation to 

accomplish purpose and persuade/appeal to the audience.  
• Purposefully selected a part of a story and stretched out time. 
• Created a vivid visual for the reader 
• It’s evident that the author considered the audience and their reading experience 

through the use of italics for inner dialogue and the use of show don’t tell.  
 

 

4 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Effectively experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, “the lie slips through my teeth” to specifically 
communicate the frustration of the character.  

• Use of very short sentences and the repetition. For example, “Calming. Gratifying. 
Beautiful” and the use of the word “yellow” repeated throughout.  

• Purposefully selects specific vocabulary to enhance the purpose/message to the 
audience. For example, “Pigmented paints, dull sense of emptiness.” 

 
 
 
 
4 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Effectively develops coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the text. 

For example, the overall intention of the use of “yellow” from the title and within – 
consistent message throughout.  

• High three/low four in outcome two. Student has selected block formatting and 
therefore, space between paragraphs is missing. Ideas are adequately organized.  

• Writer purposefully selected information from real life examples to strengthen the 
writing along with color symbolization.  

 
 
 
 
4 
 

Conventions  
• Consistently uses grammar to provide structure for building sentences. For example, 

there were several transition phrases “as I zoned back in… after finding one I like… and 
uses the inner thoughts of the character to transition as well. Transitions are used to 
show the passage of time “Just a few more months.” 

• Consistently uses correct punctuation. The complexity of the language forgives minor 
errors in punctuation. 

• Consistently uses capitalization appropriately. 
 
4 

 

Spelling  
• Consistently uses correct spelling. As the piece is error free and includes some complex 

spelling.  For example, “emptiness, commissioning, embodied.” 
Additional Information: 

• Scorers noted that the narrative is focused on an appropriate amount of time, and you want to read 
more, despite the fact that the ending is strong. 

Next instructional steps: 
• improvements to organization (formatting) would improve the clarity for the reader.  
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Grade 9 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work  
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Sample of Student Work  
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Grade 9 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

4 

Content  
•  Effectively creates a text that thoroughly or creatively explores a common 

theme/topic. For example, the common theme is unified throughout based on the 
thesis statement.  

• Effectively incorporates structure and is appropriate in the balance of research and own 
ideas. For example, “The rise of AI algorithms such as Chat-GPT could also render many 
white-collar jobs, as decision-making is crucial in an environment…” 

 

4 

Audience & Purpose 
•  Effectively develops content appropriate to purpose, audience, situation and selects 

content to accomplish purpose and appeal to the audience. For example, the purpose 
was to persuade the audience and the writer uses academic discourse to accomplish 
the purpose. 

 

4 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Effectively experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, “With economic disruption, our world could 
succumb and rupture into chaos” and “revolutionize industries.” 

• Purposefully selects specific vocabulary to enhance the purpose/message to the 
audience. For example, “diminish, undeniably, proliferation.” 
 

4 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Effectively develops coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the text. 
• Effectively organizes key ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity and 

coherence.  
• Purposefully selects information that provides effective support or unique perspectives. 

For example, the examples used as evidence are specific.  
 

4 

Conventions  
• Consistently uses grammar to provide clear structure for the building of sentences and 

paragraphs. For example, transitions are lacking, but varied sentence structure is 
present. 

• Consistently uses correct punctuation and capitalization. There are errors but the 
proportion of error to length and complexity of response must be considered. 

 
4 
 

Spelling  
• Consistently uses correct spelling including multisyllabic words throughout. 

 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• Consider combining paragraph 4 and 5   
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria 
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

3 

Content  
• Adequately creates a text that thoroughly or creatively explores a common 

theme/topic. For example, the piece was focused and follows a common theme all the 
way through. Content reflected the title of the piece.  

• Adequately incorporates story structure and characters, points of view and own ideas 
when appropriate. For example, includes a clear beginning, middle, end, strongly 
developed character and setting.   

3 

Audience  
• Develops content appropriate to the purpose, audience, situation and selects content 

to accomplish a purpose and appeal to the audience. For example, the piece is suitable 
to the audience – it’s written with a clear purpose. 

4 

Word Choice & Expressive Language 
• Effectively experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, “Scissor-like hands, created to cut flesh, not 
paper,” and “An alarm rang out, piercing his antennas,” “paint splattered and faded 
curtains and his metal bed frame.” 

• Purposefully selects specific vocabulary to enhance the purpose/message to the 
audience. For example, “teased him mercilessly,” “nuclear wasteland,” “tainted the 
barren landscape.” 

3 

Research Processes & Organization  
• Appropriately develops coherence by related key ideas to the overall purpose of text. 

(3) 
• Simplistically organizes key ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity 

and coherence. (2) 
• Thoughtfully selects information that provides support and unique perspective. (3) 

 
3 

Conventions 
• Frequently uses grammar to provide structure for the building of sentences and 

paragraphs. For example, transitions are present such as, “afterall, all of a sudden, but, 
because.” Building of sentences using coordination, subordination, and apposition 
could use more variety. For example, writer uses introductory clauses followed by 
commas frequently, but subordination and apposition are not present. 

4 
Spelling  

• Consistently uses correct spelling. For example, “commemorate, self-detonate, 
mercilessly.” 

 

Additional Information: 
• In the planning document, student indicated their audience was “artists of all ages.” 
• Scorers noted that pronoun usage was inconsistent throughout 

Instructional next steps: 
• Further develop and incorporate more dialogue to further develop character(s) 
• Organization of ideas and supporting details needs paragraph structure 
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 

3 
Content  

• Adequately creates a text that thoroughly or creatively explores a common 
theme/topic. For example, the topic is explored adequately with a point of view. 

4 

Audience & Purpose 
• Effectively develops content appropriate to purpose, audience, situation and selects 

content to accomplish purpose and appeal to the audience.  
• For a short poem, it has a strong impact on the audience. 

3 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Adequately experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, “…never ending nights of hard work for a strand 
of validation” and “I work and work and work” and “Sad. Depressing.” Evidence of 
enjambment and line stops but inconsistent throughout. 
 

3 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Thoughtfully develops coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the 

text. For example, the unity through the use of “determined” in the title, throughout, 
and the ending. 

• Adequately organizes key ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity 
and coherence. For example, the form isn’t purposeful. Feels like a stream of 
consciousness. There are moments where it is purposeful but falters. 

• Thoughtfully selects information that provides effective support or unique perspectives. 
 

3 

Conventions  
• Frequently uses grammar to provide clear structure for the building of sentences and 

paragraphs  
• Thoughtfully uses correct punctuation and capitalization 

3 
Spelling  

• Often uses correct spelling. There’s an absence of multisyllabic words. 
 

Additional Information: 
• Scorers were split (3/4) in Audience & Purpose. Consensus was reached on awarding a 4 overall in this 

category. 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• Would benefit from specific word choice  
• Would benefit from experimenting with figurative language, especially imagery  
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar D – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
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Grade 9 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

3 

Content  
• Adequately creates a text that thoroughly or creatively explores a common 

theme/topic. For example, the relationship of the two characters is explored is not 
simplistic but feels incompletely thought out. 

• Adequately incorporates story structure, characters, point of view and own ideas. 
 

2 

Audience & Purpose 
• Adequately develops content appropriate to purpose, audience, situation and selects 

content to accomplish purpose and appeal to the audience. For example, content is 
clearly developed at times but the coherence falters. 

3 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Adequately experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, “the candy wrapper heart,” and “…a bubble 
bubbled up…” and “light bright” and “little drizzles of it trailing behind.” 

 

2 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Partially develops coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the text. 
• Simplistically organizes key ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity 

and coherence. For example, the scorers felt that the stanzas were not intentionally 
organized. 

• Adequately selects information that provides effective support or unique perspectives. 
For example, the relationship is explored through the description of the lady. First three 
stanzas establish the initial incident and the character development.  
 

2 

Conventions  
• Sometimes uses grammar to provide clear structure for the building of sentences and 

paragraphs.  
• Sometimes uses correct punctuation and capitalization. Lacks consistency, especially in 

character names/proper nouns. 
 

3 
Spelling  

• Often uses correct spelling.  
 

Additional Information: 
• Scorers were split between a 2 and a 3 for audience and purpose. It wasn’t simplistic but not quite 

adequate. Consensus was reached on awarding a 2 overall in this category. 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• Editing and revision for clarity through peer editing or whisper reading 
• Less is more – succinctness in poetic content development  
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Grade 9: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                Sample of Student Work    
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Grade 9 Level 2 Approaching Exemplar E– Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

2 

Content  
• Simplistically creates a text that creatively or thoroughly explores a common 

theme/topic. For example, student uses a rhetorical question and provided an answer.  
• Partially incorporates point(s)of view, argument, and own ideas when appropriate. The 

argument is repetitive and simplistic rather than convincing.  
 

2 

Audience & Purpose 
• Simplistically develops content appropriate to purpose, audience, situation, and selects 

content to accomplish. The writing is repetitive which lacks audience appeal. 
 

2 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Simplistically experiments with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives. For example, use of figurative language is lacking and lacks 
deeper exploration. 

• Vocabulary choices were simplistic and repetitive. 
 

3 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Appropriately develops coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the 

text. 
• Adequately organizes key ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity 

and coherence. For example, it is well organized with a clear essay structure supported 
by topic sentences. 

• Partially selects information that provide effective support, convincing argument, or 
unique perspective. For example, the writing didn’t convince the reader because it was 
lacking examples and supporting evidence. 
 

3 

Conventions  
• Frequently uses grammar, correct punctuation, and capitalization. Some variation of 

sentence structure is present.   
 

3 

Spelling  
• Often uses correct spelling. While the piece was essentially error free in regard to 

spelling, it was noted that there was a lack of complex spelling leading to a 3 instead of 
a 4. 

 
 
Additional Information 

• The piece has been awarded a 2 overall as the content, audience/purpose and organization are 
approaching grade level. The justification for an overall score of 2 is that content and organization are 
crucial to the development and cohesion of the overall piece of writing and these elements are lacking. 

Instructional Next Steps: 
• Would benefit from quotes and/or examples to strengthen and support the argument 
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Grade 9: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                   Sample of Student Work    
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Grade 9 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 
1 Content  

• Simplistically creates a text that explores a common topic and theme (2) 
• Incompletely incorporates a convincing argument despite having a topic sentence that 

is simplistic. 
 

1 

Audience & Purpose 
• Incompletely develops and selects content to accomplish purpose and persuade/appeal 

to the audience. 
 

2 

Word Choice & Expressive Language  
• Does not yet experiment with language and particular forms to communicate themes 

and various perspectives.  
• Selects simplistic and/or repetitive vocabulary to communicate the purpose/message to 

the audience. For example, “stuff, I think, robot, taking over jobs/taking away these 
jobs/their jobs.” 

 

1 

Organization & Research Processes 
• Does not yet develop coherence by relating key ideas to the overall purpose of the text.  
• Does not yet organize ideas into sentences and paragraphs to demonstrate unity and 

coherence. The writing does not yet organize using paragraphs and sentences. Piece 
presents as a stream of consciousness. 

• Does not yet select information that provides support or a convincing argument. 
Lacking an explanation of ideas.  

 

1 

Conventions  
• Does not yet use grammar to provide structure for the building of sentences and 

paragraphs. 
• Does not yet use punctuation and capitalization. 

 

2 

Spelling  
• Sometimes uses correct spelling. The piece is error free with the exception of the use of 

“ai.” Multisyllable words are simplistic. The use of “gonna” instead of “going to” 
detracts from the purpose and audience. 

Additional Information: 
• Word choice & expressive language – scorers were split in the two outcomes in this category awarding a 

2 for selecting vocabulary and awarding a 1 in experimenting with language.  

Instructional next steps: 
• During the 15 minutes of planning time, consider supporting the student with a template.  
• Could become an essay if there was more thought and development in the supporting details. A pros and 

cons essay could develop.  
• Would benefit from a checklist to attend to matters of correctness. 

 


