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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2023, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is a collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss 
student work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes 
scoring student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which 
rubrics and scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate 
student work consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment 
data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 7 (meeting curricular outcomes with an enriched 
understanding, meeting curricular outcomes, approaching curricular outcomes, not yet meeting curricular 
outcomes. 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o Allow for variation within an outcome. 
o Indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  

 
 

Note: This document does not reflect updates made to the year-end rubrics in Spring 2025. 
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Consider this image. What does this image make you think of? 
You can respond personally, critically, or creatively.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIRECTIONS 
 
You have 15 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 
 
You will have up to 45 minutes to write. 
 
You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft. 
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Grade 7 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
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Grade 7 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
4 

 
Purpose  

• Skillfully engages the audience through use of a strong voice and purposeful form. 

 
 
 
4 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Innovatively experiments with playful uses of language for emphasis and to express 
emotion.  

• For example, “loansome howl”, “Hungering for flesh. Hungering for meat. Starving and 
never satisfied”, “…thin forest of evergreen”, “venturing deep into the house”, “Panick 
and fear froze there hearts and seized their limbs.” 
 

 

4 

 
Research & Organization  

• Skillfully organized plot with a purposeful ending.  
• Purposeful use of multiple narrators and key ideas. 

 
4 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Consistently uses capitalization appropriately. 
 

 
 
4 

 
 

 
Punctuation  

• Consistently uses a variety of correct punctuation.  
• Use of dialogue, contractions, exclamation points, and commas contribute to voice.  

 
 
 
4 

 
Grammar  

• Consistently uses correct grammatical structure to construct effective sentences.  
• Creates flow and engagement with varying sentences.  

 

 
4 

 
Spelling Strategies   

• Consistently applies correct spelling in own writing.  
 

 
Additional Information: 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece of writing a 4 across all categories. 
• Scorers did note that proportion of length to error should be considered as this is a long piece 

constructed during a timed task. 
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Grade 7 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar B 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 7 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
3 

 

 
Purpose  

• Appropriate form of expression (personal response) was chosen however, it was not 
maintained throughout the piece. 

 
 
 
4 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Innovatively experiments with language and word choice.  
• Innovatively expresses emotion in a fun and clever way. For example, “…but to their 

misfortune”, “the old man watches maliciously…”, “…naïve children’s stupidity.” 
 

 

 

3 

 
Research & Organization  

• Effectively organizes information with logically organized ideas.  
• Writing is generally unified through the use of key ideas; however, plot gaps are 

present.  

 
4 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Consistently uses capitalization appropriately. 
  

 
4 
 

 
Punctuation  

• Consistently uses a variety of correct punctuation.  
 

 
4 

 
Grammar 

• Consistently uses grammatical structure to construct effective sentences.  
 

 
4 

 
Spelling Strategies 

• Consistently applies correct spelling in own writing.  
 

 
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding a 3 for purpose and research and organization and a 4 for 
capitalization and spelling. Consensus was reached on awarding a 4 in word choice, punctuation, and 
grammar.  
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   Grade 7 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 7 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
3 
 

 

 
Purpose  

• Uses an appropriate form of expression (narrative). 
• Effectively communicates and explores ideas to engage the audience.  

 
 
3 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Effectively experiments and explores playful uses of language to express emotion 
through dialogue. For example, “OMG, THERE’S AN ABANDONED CABIN!!”, “I think he 
ran away from your scream about the spider.” 
 

 

3 

 
Research & Organization  

• Logically organizes ideas and information with a clear beginning, middle, and end.  
• Supports ideas with appropriate character development. 

 
 
2 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Sometimes uses capitalization appropriately.  
 

 
 
3 

 
Punctuation  

• Frequently uses correct punctuation.  
   

 
 
3 

 
Grammar  

• Frequently uses grammar to provide build structured sentences.  
 

 
3 

 
Spelling Strategies 

• Frequently applies correct spelling of words in own writing.   
 

 
Additional Information 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece a 3 in all categories with the exception of 
capitalization which they awarded a 2.  
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Grade 7: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 7 Level 2 Approaching Exemplar D– Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 
 
 

3 
 

 
Purpose  

• Uses an appropriate form of expression (journal entries) with the use of chapters.  
• Effectively communicates and explores ideas to engage the audience. 

 
 
3 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Effectively explores playful uses of language through word choice. For example, 
“…Jasper’s severed head…”and “…a tall balky man…”. 

 

2 

 
Research & Organization  

• Adequately organizes information into paragraphs.  
• Sometimes organizes ideas and information for a specific topic. 

 
 
 
2 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Sometimes uses capitalization appropriately.  
 

 
 
1 

 

 
Punctuation  

• Rarely uses correct punctation. 

 
 
2 

 
Grammar  

• Sometimes uses grammar to provide structure for building sentences.  
 

 
 
4 

 
Spelling Strategies 

• Consistently applies correct spelling of words in their own writing.  
 

 
 
Additional Information 

• Scorers awarded a 1 in punctuation as the frequent errors impact the readability. 
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Grade 7: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work  
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Grade 7 Level 2: Approaching Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
2 

 

 
Purpose 

• Uses a simplistic form of expression – simple and predictable beginning. 
 

 
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Adequately experiments and explores uses of language and form to express emotion. 
For example, “…the structures integrity”, “…slowly crept…”, and “Joe died gruesomely.” 

• Adequate word choice.  
 

 

2 

 
Research & Organization  

• Adequately organizes information in paragraphs.  
• Writing is occasionally unified through the use of key ideas; however, supporting ideas 

and details are sometimes lacking.  

 
 

4 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Consistently uses capitalization. 

 
 
2 

 
Punctuation  

• Sometimes uses correct punctuation. 

 
 
2 

 
Grammar  

• Sometimes uses grammar to provide structure for building sentences. 
 

 
 
 
4 

 
Spelling Strategies 

• Consistently applies correct spelling in own writing. 
 

 
  
Additional Information: 
 

• An overall score of 2 was awarded to this piece despite the occasional 4 in some areas. Overall, the 
writing is approaching curricular. 
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Grade 7 Level 2: Approaching – Exemplar F 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 7: Level 2 Approaching Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
2 
 
 

 

 
Purpose  

• Uses a simplistic form of expression (fairytale, ending in a dream). 
• Follows a simplistic storyline that is inconsistently engaging.  

 
 
 
2 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Adequately explores uses of language and form. For example, “disappeared”, 
“delicious”, “journey.” 

 

 

2 

 
Research & Organization  

• Sometimes organizes information into paragraphs. 
• Sometimes organizes ideas for a specific purpose. 
• Writing is occasionally unified with some evidence of supporting ideas and events. 

 
 
3 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Frequently uses capitalization appropriately. 

 
 
3 
 

 
Punctuation  

• Frequently uses correct punctuation.   

 
 
2 

 
Grammar  

• Sometimes uses grammar to provide structure for building sentences.  
 

 
4 

 
Spelling Strategies 

• Consistently applies correct spelling in own writing. 
 

 
 
Additional Information: 

• Scorers had consensus on the punctuation category during the initial round of scoring. Through 
calibration, consensus was reached with this piece as an overall 2, approaching grade level.  
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Grade 7 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar G 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 7: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting Exemplar G – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
1 
 
 

 

 
Purpose  

• Ineffective form of expression to communicate and explore ideas.  
• Does not engage the audience.  

 

 
 
1 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Rarely explores uses of language and form.  
 

 

1 

 
Research & Organization  

• Ideas are ineffectively supported.  
• Writing is not unified.  

 
 
 
1 
 

 
Capitalization  

• Rarely uses capitalization appropriately.  
 

 
1 
 

 
Punctuation  

• Rarely uses correct punctuation  
 
1 

 
Grammar  

• Rarely uses correct grammar to provide structure for building sentences. 
 

 
3 

Spelling Strategies 
• Frequently applies correct spelling in own writing.  

 
 
 
Additional Information: 
 


