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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2024, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss student 
work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes scoring 
student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which rubrics and 
scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate student work 
consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 11 (meeting grade-level expectations with an 
enriched understanding (EU), meeting grade-level expectations (M), approaching grade-level expectations 
(A), not yet meeting grade-level expectations (NY). 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

performance outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each performance outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o allow for variation within an outcome. 
o indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the performance outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  
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Consider this image. What does this image make you think of? 
You can respond personally, critically, or creatively.  

 
 
 
DIRECTIONS 
 
You have 15 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 
 
You will have up to 60 minutes to write. 
 
You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft. 
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Grade 11 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Sample of Student Work  
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Grade 11 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 

4 

Content  
• Effectively develops content to support a controlling idea and unifying effect. 
• Incorporates specific and relevant examples representing different perspectives and 

points of view. 
• Effectively crafts a topic that is engaging. The image was used symbolically and 

metaphorically with effective techniques woven in. 
 

4 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Purposefully develops content appropriate to the form and context to accomplish 

purpose and engage the audience. 
• Effectively uses language and structure, specifically figurative language, to create 

different effects. For example, “what the tides carried were gone, eroded and 
composted with sea salt and no regrets.” 

 

4 

Organization  
• Purposefully communicates scope by framing an effective controlling idea. For example, 

the ambiguity at the end of the piece is purposeful. The passage of time is purposeful 
with moments stretched out and when time slows down. 

• Information is purposefully organized and relationships among ideas are effectively 
developed. For example, the full circle nature of the piece is shown in the echo of the 
beginning and end with “Marco exhaled sharply when he sat down in his seat” and 
“Marco inhaled slowly as he rose from his seat.” 

 

4 

Grammar  
• Demonstrates precise and skillful control of grammar. 
• Skillful and frequent use of structural features such as alliteration and parallel 

structure. For example, “Gunshots. Screaming. Trumpets and bagpipes. Grenades and 
guns, order and directions.” 

• Purposefully breaks grammatical rules for effect. For example, sentence fragments are 
present but done intentionally. 

 

4 
 

Conventions  
• Effectively applies correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  

 
 
Additional Information: 
 

• Scorers noted that the student could benefit from additional instruction in the overuse of the word “Marco” 
and varied sentence beginnings. 
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Grade 11 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 

 



Grade 11 (2024) 

 

Page 8 of 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Grade 11 (2024) 

 

Page 9 of 24 

Grade 11 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
4 
 
 
 

Content  
• Effectively crafts a topic that is engaging and personally meaningful. 
• Effectively develops content to support a controlling idea/unifying effect. 
• Incorporates appropriately chosen examples from personal experience (3). 

3 
 
 
 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Consistently develops content appropriate to form and content to accomplish purpose 

and engage the audience.  
• Adequately uses language and structure to create moments of effectiveness. For 

example, “The expressions on his face are the same expressions I carried at the time, 
unbothered and clueless” and “Throughout the whole 10 hour flight anxiety was my 
enemy. My heart was beating out of my chest, my cheeks were as read as a tomato, 
and my hands could not keep from shaking.” 

3 
 
 

Organization  
• Organizes information logically and develops relationships among ideas and details. 
• Adequately selects a text form appropriate to the content and purpose. 
• Adequately communicates a scope by framing an effective controlling idea/unifying 

effect. 
 

3 
 
 

Grammar 
• Demonstrates competent control of parts of speech and adequate use of sentence 

structure. 

4 

Conventions 
• Effectively applies spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  

 
 
 

 
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers reached consensus on awarding this piece of writing an overall score of 3. Despite giving an 
overall score of 4 in content, it should be noted that the examples were appropriately chosen and not 
specific and relevant. 
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Grade 11 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
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Grade 11 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

4 
Content  

• Effectively developed content to support a controlling idea/unifying effect. 
• Incorporates effective examples, not always consistently effective. 

4 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Purposefully develops content appropriate to form and context. For example, the voice 

and tone were consistently maintained throughout.  
• Adequately uses language and structure to create different effects. For example, 

“thoughts and feelings of judgment or abandonment” and “…because they believe in 
change; however, they sometimes feel as though there is nothing that can be done to 
rekindle this connection and they are still in the midst of recovering from the damage 
that was done before.” 

 

3 

Organization  
• Adequately organizes information with a controlling idea. 
• Organizes information logically – established a thesis and developed the idea within the 

body paragraphs. 

3 

Grammar  
• Demonstrates competent control of grammar with inconsistency in usage of pronouns 

and tenses.  
• Frequently uses a variety of sentence patterns and structures, although accuracy 

sometimes falters. 
 

3 

Conventions  
• Adequately attends to correct punctuation and capitalization.  
• Comma usage sometimes falters creating fragments and splices.  
• Inconsistent use of capitalization was noted with “two different lives’ and “Two 

Different Lives” 
• Errors are minor and do not impede meaning for the reader. 

 
 
 
Additional Information 

• In content, markers noted that at times the purpose faltered, and some examples were more effective than 
others. 

• Instructional next steps – writer would benefit from using planning time to organize their ideas before 
writing. 

• Scorers reached consensus on awarding their piece of writing an overall score of 3. In order for this writing 
to be a 4, the unifying effect/controlling idea as well as the development of the relationships need to be 
strengthened and more consistent. 
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Grade 11: Level 3 Meeting – Exemplar D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 11 Level 3 Meeting Exemplar D– Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 

3 
 
 

Content  
• Effectively crafts a topic with adequately developed content. 
• Incorporates adequately chosen examples. For example, wisdom and knowledge, 

reflection versus exploration, self-discovery and learning. 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Adequately develops content appropriate to form and context to establish purpose and 

engage the audience. 
• Adequately uses effective word choice. For example, “eagerness, curiosity, juxtapose, 

interplay, encapsulating.” 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 

Organization  
• Organizes information logically with adequately developed relationships and ideas 

appropriate to content and purpose. For example, the content would have been better 
developed if the one body paragraph was presented in two body paragraphs.  

 
 

3 
 

 

Grammar 
• Adequately and often uses structural features. For example, rhetorical questions are 

present in “Was it fulfilling? What will it bring?” 
• Demonstrates component control of parts of speech. 

 
 
 
 

3 
 

Conventions  
• Generally applies spelling conventions and capitalization. 
• Adequately attends to punctuation. Comma issues are present but do not impede 

meaning for the reader. 
 

 
 
Additional Information: 
 

• Scorers were originally split (3/4) in content on outcome 4 “purposefully incorporates effective examples”. 
Through calibration, markers reached consensus on awarding a 3 in content.  
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Grade 11: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 11 Level 2: Approaching Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
2 

 

Content  
• Simplistically crafts a topic that is personally meaningful.  
• Incorporates simplistic examples from personal experience and/or exploration.  

 
 

2 
 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Inconsistently develops content appropriate to form and context.  
• Simplistically uses language and structure to create effects. For example, “the older 

guy…, they can be happy, sad, lonely…, some people are gonna overthink…” 
 

 
 

2 
 
 

Organization  
• Partially organizes information and simplistically develops relationships between 

controlling ideas. 

 
2 
 

Grammar 
• Demonstrates basic control with usage of parts of speech. 
• Occasionally and ineffectively uses structural features. 

 
 
 

2 
 

 

Conventions 
• Occasionally applies capitalization in writing. 
• Occasionally attends to punctuation.  

 
 
 

 
Instructional next steps 
Will benefit from instruction related to… 

• organization of ideas, specifically paragraph structure and flow. 
• sentence structure – variety of sentence beginnings and types. 
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Grade 11 Level 2: Approaching – Exemplar F 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 11: Level 2 Approaching Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

3 

Content  
• Selects a topic that is adequately developed in a simplistic form and is somewhat 

engaging. 
• Incorporates appropriately chosen examples. 

 

2 

Audience & Word Choice  
• Simplistically uses language and structure.  
• Imagery is adequate. Alliteration was intentional. For example, “hand in hand, we 

walked warmth I could feel, reminding me that I was not alone, it was real.” 
• “alas” is an unexpected word choice based on other word choices.  

 

2 

Organization  
• Simplistically organizes information logically and relies on the cliché of waking up from 

a dream. 
• Rhyme scheme partially and simplistically develops a relationship between form and 

controlling idea. 
 

2 

Grammar 
• Occasionally uses simplistic structural features. For example, “the sun is shining bright” 

and “my hear began to melt.” 
• Rhyme scheme falters. 

 

2 

Conventions  
• Occasionally applies correct punctuation and capitalization. For example, comma 

splices are present.  
 

 
Instructional next steps  

• Discuss enjambment as a writers move and how it could be used effectively to link lines and phrases 
together through meaning and not just punctuation.  
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Grade 11 Level 2: Approaching – Exemplar G 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 11: Level 2 Approaching Exemplar G – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

Score Evidence of Graded Criteria 

2 

Content  
 

• Inconsistently develops content to support a controlling idea. 
• Incorporates simplistic examples from personal experience and ideas from exploration. 

 

2 

Audience & Word Choice  
 

• Simplistic use of language and structure  
• Adequate word choice. For example, “sonder, console, defeated.” 

 

2 

Organization  
 

• Selects a simplistic text form  
• Information is partially organized at the beginning and end of the piece. The 

organization falters in the middle section.  
• A partial unifying effect is present with the tie to “sonder” 

 

2 

Grammar 
 

• Occasionally uses a variety of sentence patterns and structure. For example, “he feels 
his lungs are closing in, his heart beat raises, breath shortening as he reaches over a 
press, his eyes burning as he blinks the tears away, trying to keep it together.” 
 

1 

Conventions  
 

• Rarely applies correct capitalization and punctuation. 
 

 
Additional Information: 

• Scorers noted that at times the content was superficial. Through calibration, consensus was reached in 
awarding a 2 in content.  

• Scores for audience and content showed a range. Audience received a 1 and word choice a 3 for an 
overall score of 2. 

 
Instructional next steps 

• writer will benefit from using a variety of sentence beginnings. 
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Grade 11 Level 1: Not yet meeting– Exemplar H 
 
 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 11: Level 1 Not yet Meeting Exemplar H – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

1 

Content  
 

• Superficially develops content to support a controlling idea. 
• Does not yet incorporate effective examples.  

 

1 

Audience & Word Choice  
 

• Rarely uses language and structure to create different effects.  
• Superficially develops content appropriate to form and audience.  
• Effectively uses adjectives to describe setting that shows perception of appropriate 

tone of the image. For example, “…dark with scary waves, sky is gloomy…” 
 

1 

Organization  
 

• Does not yet select a clear text form.  
• Superficially communicates a controlling idea/unifying effect. 
• Rarely organizes information logically.  

 

1 

Grammar 
 

• Descriptive phrasing is appropriately placed but is simplistic.  

1 

Conventions  
 

• Proportion of error to complexity was noted by the markers. 
 

 
Instructional next steps: 

• encourage student to take their impressions of the tone of the image to convert it to a well-developed idea 
• move from “I see” to “so what.” 
• prompt student with - can you talk about a time in your life when you felt disconnected from a parent 

figure? Explore that moment. (co-plan with the student) 
• build in appropriate strategies during the 15 minutes of planning time 


