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Using this Resource  
 

About the Process 
In the Spring of 2023, teachers from across the division gathered for two days to participate in a writing 
calibration protocol. A calibration protocol is a collaborative process for bringing teachers together to discuss 
student work to reach consensus about how to score writing based on set criteria. The calibration process makes 
scoring student work more consistent among a group of teachers and more aligned to the outcomes upon which 
rubrics and scoring criteria are based.  The purpose of calibration is to ensure that a group of educators evaluate 
student work consistently and in alignment with the scoring rubric. This increases the reliability of the assessment 
data.  

 

About the Exemplars  
• Exemplars are samples of student writing selected to represent a range of responses that illustrate the 

scoring criteria at each level of performance for Grade 10 (meeting curricular outcomes with an enriched 
understanding, meeting curricular outcome, approaching curricular outcome, not yet meeting curricular 
outcomes). 

• These exemplars are just a small sampling of successful approaches to the writing task, and the students’ 
edits, misspellings and other idiosyncrasies are retained in the scanned documents.  

• In some exemplars the names of people, places or things have been removed to protect the identity of the 
writer. 
 

Rationale for the Exemplars  
• Teachers may use the rationale for exemplars to apply the scoring criteria consistently and impartially. 
• The rationale for each exemplar consists of “Scoring” and “Evidence of Graded Criteria.” Each rationale 

serves to: 
o provide evidence as to why the writing sample is considered representative of a particular 

performance outcome. 
o provide evidence representative of a specific grade level. 
o demonstrate the use of criterion-referenced language to explain judgments of student writing. 
o demonstrate that a range of responses are possible within each performance outcome.  

• The rationale that accompanies each response may assist teachers to apply the scoring criteria consistently 
and impartially.  

• The rationale may include descriptors to describe the quality of the criteria shown in the student response.  
• Scoring rationale about each exemplar is provided by teachers involved in the selection of the student 

exemplars and serve to: 
o describe qualities of each student sample writing response as it relates to scoring criteria. 
o Allow for variation within an outcome. 
o Indicate whether the exemplar provided more or less evidence of each criterion and still be 

representative of the performance outcome.  
• Teachers should use their professional judgment and consider differing levels of evidence when assigning 

an overall score.  

 
 

Note: This document does not reflect updates made to the year-end rubrics in Spring 2025. 
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Consider this image. What does this image make you think of? 

You can respond personally, critically, or creatively.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DIRECTIONS 
 
You have 15 minutes to plan alone or with a partner or small group. 
 
You will have up to 60 minutes to write. 
 
You may show changes and corrections on your writing, as it is a first draft. 
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Grade 10 Level 4: Enriched Understanding – Exemplar A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sample of Student Work  
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Grade 10 Level 4: Enriched Understanding Exemplar A – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria  

 
 

 
4 
 
 

 

 
Content  

• Skillfully crafts and maintained one small insular story explored on various levels.  
• The writing is engaging throughout. It is evident that the writer made an effort to keep 

the audience engaged. 
• Consistent tone and voice of the 6-year-old is maintained throughout. 

 
 
 
 
4 
 
 

 
Organization  

• Writing is skillfully organized complimented by intentionally developed supporting 
ideas and details. 

• Unity of the writing is strengthened by the skillfully passage of time and cyclical nature 
of the plot. 

• Ending is skillfully and intentionally bleak. 
 

 

 

4 

 
Word Choice & Audience  

• Skillfully uses diction to create impact.  
• Skillfully uses figurative language – simile, metaphor, hyperbole.  
• Skillfully uses supporting details, such as enriched dialogue to show not tell.   

 
 
 
4 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• Skillfully uses a variety of sentence types. 
• Sentences are intentionally chosen and placed such as the stand-alone sentences. For 

example, “But no one comes.” and “Without my brother I will forever be lost”. 
• Dialogue is skillfully constructed. When different characters were speaking, it was 

clear to the reader. 
 

 
 
4 
 
 
 

 
Conventions  

• Errors were minimal when length and complexity are considered.  
• Errors did not impede the story. 

 
 
Additional Information: 
 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece of writing a 4 across all categories.  
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Grade 10 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 10 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar B – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Content  

• Writing is engaging to the reader. 
• Consistently incorporates effective and specific examples - “I literally got run over by a 

bus.”  
• Effectively develops content appropriate to purpose and audience. For example, “But 

how could anything be bad in Albania? We have our family, our shop, our animals.” The 
use of the rhetorical device creates empathy with the reader. 

 
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Organization  

• Consistently organized and maintained the selected writing type “this is a letter.” 
• Relationship among ideas and details was clear. Each day built from the previous entry.  

 
 
 
 
3 

 

 
Word Choice & Audience  

• Consistently used language to create different effects. For example, the use of a second 
language was effective and “today, I asked Nana why she seems so happy and relieved 
to be in this yucky tent sheltered place.” 

• The reader consistently experiences the voice of a child and the voices of immigrants. 
 

 
3 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• A variety of effective sentence patterns can be found throughout the piece.  
 

 
3 

 
Conventions  

• Errors do not distract or impede communication and readability of the piece.  
 

 
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers reached consensus on awarding this piece a 3 in organization, sentence structure, and 
conventions. Scorers were split between a 3 and a 4 in word choice & audience and content. Through 
calibration, scorers decided on a 3 for word choice & audience and content as the writing was more 
effective than skillful.  
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Grade 10 Level 3: Meeting – Exemplar C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 10 Level 3: Meeting Exemplar C – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
3 
 

 
Content  

• Topic was effectively crafted and maintained throughout. 
• Consistently incorporates effective examples geared toward the audience and purpose. 

 
 
 
 
3 
 

 
Organization  

• Information is consistently organized into stanzas. 
• Unity of the writing is consistent and the relationship between ideas is strengthened 

with a distinct shift in stanza 4 bringing the reader back to the darkness of a refugee 
camp. 

• Rhyme scheme is consistent. For example, “almost no green plant in sight, even when 
the sun is bright, many clothing being dropped off, so children don’t get a cold or 
cough.” 

  
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Word Choice & Audience  

• Effectively uses language, image, and structure. 
• Rhyme scheme and word choice are effective. For example, “almost no green plant in 

sight, even when the sun is bright, many clothing being dropped off, so children don’t 
get a cold or cough.” 
 

 
 
3 
 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• Consistent use of a variety of sentences patterns.  

 
 
3 
 
 

 
Conventions  

• Consistently applied correct conventions.   

 
 
Additional Information 

• Scorers reached consensus on awarding this piece of writing a 3 across all categories. Scorers felt that 
overall, this piece was meeting grade level outcomes. For this piece to receive a 4, the word choice 
needs to be more skillful and intentional manipulation of punctuation would show an enriched 
understanding of skillful application of conventions.  
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Grade 10: Level 2 Approaching – Exemplar D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 10 Level 2 Approaching Exemplar D– Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
 
2 

 
Content  

• Adequately crafts a topic that is occasionally engaging.  
• Occasionally incorporates examples, but the development is sometimes ineffective.    

 
 
 
 
2 
 
 

 
Organization  

• Adequately organizes information. 
• Adequately strengthens the relationship among ideas, however the unity of the writing 

falters at times. 
 

 
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Word Choice & Audience 

• Effectively uses language to create different effects through metaphors and specific 
word choice. For example, use of the word “spark” and “they can still enjoy themselves 
in the puddle of mud” and “pool of mud.” 

• Effective use of voice and word choice to enhance the purpose and impact the 
audience.   

 
 
 
 
3 
 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• Consistently crafts correct sentences. For example, “Despite being less fortunate, they 
can still enjoy themselves in the puddle of mud” and “Most people look at a pile of mud 
and say ‘ew, gross’ however, these kids view it very differently”.  
 

 
 
3 
 
 

 
Conventions  

• Consistently applied correct conventions.  

 
 
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece a 2 in content and organization. Scorers also had 
consensus on awarding this piece a 3 in word choice & audience, sentence structure and conventions.  

• This piece has been awarded a 2 overall as the content and organization are approaching grade level 
rather than meeting grade level. The justification for an overall score of 2 is that content and 
organization are crucial to the development and cohesion of the overall piece of writing and these 
elements are lacking.   
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Grade 10: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 10 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting Exemplar E – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
2 
 

 
Content  

• Adequately crafts topic with cohesive examples. 
• Writing is occasionally engaging to the reader. 

 
 
 
 
1 
 

 
Organization  

• The content is focused on one topic and is unified. 
• Rarely uses supporting details to support the controlling idea. 
• Relationship between ideas and details is rare and lacks overall unity. 

 
 
 
 
2 
 
 

 
Word Choice  

• Occasionally uses language to create different effects. For example, effective use of 
“privilege,” “circumstance,” “grateful”.   

• Writing is clear and easy to understand.  
 

 
 
 
1 
 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• Rarely crafts syntactically correct sentences.  
• Rarely uses a variety of student patterns.  

 
 
 
1 
 
 

 
Conventions  

• Rarely applies correct conventions.  

 
  
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece a 2 in content and word choice & audience. Scorers also 
had consensus on awarding this piece a 1 in organization, sentence structure, and conventions.   
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Grade 10 Level 1: Not Yet Meeting – Exemplar F 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Student Work 
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Grade 10: Level 1 Not Yet Meeting Exemplar F – Evidence of Graded Criteria  
 

 
Score 

 

 
Evidence of Graded Criteria 

 
 
 
1 

 
Content  

• Content developed is not appropriate to purpose and/or audience. 
• Examples are ineffective to writer’s purpose and/or audience. 
• Writing lacks engagement due to lack of purpose and control.  

 
 
 
 
1 

 
Organization  

• Rarely organizes information, supporting ideas, and supporting details. 
• Writing lacks unity.   
• Rarely strengthens relationships between ideas.  

 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
Word Choice  

• Writer’s purpose and audience are unclear based on word choice. 
• Occasionally abrasive.  
• Rarely uses effective structure. Evidence of a colon to signify listing and one rhetorical 

question throughout. 
 

 
 
 
1 
 
 

 
Sentence Structure  

• Rarely crafts syntactically correct sentences. 
• An attempt was made to vary the sentence patterns; however, they were not correct or 

effective. 
 

 
 
1 

 
Conventions  

• Rarely applies correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.   
 

 
 
 
Additional Information 
 

• Scorers had consensus on awarding this piece of writing a 1 across all categories.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


