
Which Way is North? 
 

General Outcome 
Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how geographic, social, 
cultural and linguistic factors affect quality of life in communities in India, Tunisia, Ukraine 
and Peru. 
 
3.1.3 examine the geographic characteristics that shape communities in other 
parts of the 
world by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions for inquiry: 
• Where, on a globe and/or map, are the communities in relation to Canada? (LPP) 
• In what ways do the people in the communities depend on, adapt to and change the 
environment in which they live and work? (ER, LPP) 
• In what ways do the communities show concern for their natural environment? (GC, 
LPP) 
• How does the physical geography influence the human activities in the communities 
(e.g., 
availability of water, climate)? (CC, LPP) 
 
 
DIMENSIONS OF THINKING 
 
3.S.3 develop skills of geographic thinking: 
• create and use a simple map to locate communities studied in the world 
• use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places on maps and globes 
• apply the concept of relative location to determine locations of people and places 
• apply the terms hemisphere, poles, equator 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Make signs that say NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, and WEST.  Hang them in the right 
places in your room. 
Ask students if they know which way is north in the classroom, and, if they don't, 
point it out to them. Have the class point north, south, east, and west in the 
classroom until you are comfortable that everyone knows the directions.  

Play ‘Simon Says’ using cardinal directions.  For example, “Simon says walk two 
steps to the north.  Simon says jump five times towards the south”. 

Discuss with students why it might be important to know directions and how we 
would use them from day to day.   

Ask students questions such as "Whose classroom is directly to the south of us?" 
or "Which direction is the main office from here?"  
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Point to a position on the map, such as Peru, South America, and ask students to 
point to the direction they would need to travel to reach that place. Do this 
several times for different places on the map so that students begin to see the 
relationship between the directions represented by the map and the real 
directions they can point to in the classroom.  

Have the students visit the website www.learnalberta.ca and visit the Preview Zone 
(on the left hand side of the main page).  Once in, scroll down to the program 
Following Directions.  This interactive map provides an opportunity for students 
to practice using cardinal directions (north, east, south, west). Students select a 
car and navigate through various community locations on a grid: grocery store, 
home, hospital, fire station, playground, and school.  

Have students make a map of their community using a program such as 
AppleWorks or Word.  Students can use the drawing tools or Autoshapes to 
create roads, use clipart to make icons and must also create a legend and add a 
compase rose. 

If you feel that your students aren’t quite ready to make their own map, you could 
use the printable map at 
http://interactive2.usgs.gov/learningweb/teachers/mapadv_reprod.htm to show students a 
bird’s eye view of a park and discuss the different aspects found on the map.  
Other lessons plans relating to geographical thinking are also on this site.  

Use Google Earth to show the students different perspectives on where the four 
countries are located in relation to Canada.  You can start out by zooming in to a 
city and then pulling back to see the bigger picture.  Use the placemark icon 
(under Add) to make a tour from your school to different sites in each country (to 
play all locations one after another, click play tour under tools). 

Use an inflatable globe to play a movement game (inflatable globes are cheap 
and easy to find at dollar stores).  Toss the globe from one student to another.  
Wherever the students’ hands land, they have to say what hemisphere it’s on 
then chose the name of a city, country or continent they can see.  The student 
then tosses the globe to the next student who has to do the same, but this time, 
the place that is named has to start with the last letter of the previously named 
location.  Other variations could include naming which pole a hand is closest to 
or naming bodies of water. 

Another internet tool you could have your students use is Google maps.  Under 
Google for Educators there is a Maps in the Classroom pdf which can give you 
some ideas on how to use it.  http://www.google.com/educators/activities.html 

Some good picture books that could also be used to initiate discussions relating 
to geographical thinking are: 

Fanelli, Sara. (1995) My map book New York: HarperCollins  
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Leedy, Loreen. (2000) Mapping Penny's world. New York: Henry Holt.  
Murphy, Stuart J. (2004) Treasure Map. New York: Harper Collins  
Chancellor, Deborah. (2004) Maps and Mapping. Boston: Kingfisher. 
 
 

 
SS RUBRIC 

Dimensions of Thinking 
(3.S.3) 

 
Level 

Criteria 
Dimensions of 
Thinking 
(3.S.3) 

 

5 
 

WOW! 

 

4 

Great! 

 

3 

Yes 

 

2 

Yes, but…. 

1 
 

Not Yet…. 

Create and 
use a simple 
map to locate 
communities 
studied in the 
world 

 

Displays 
specific, 
organized and 
accurate 
information for 
the map in 
time allowed.  
Map has all 
met and 
exceeded all 
requirements. 
 

Displays 
specific and 
accurate 
information 
for the map in 
the time 
allowed.  Map 
has met all 
requirements. 

Displays 
accurate 
information for 
the map after 
support.  Map 
has met all 
requirements.  

Displays very 
little, if any 
information.  
Map is lacking 
title, compass 
rose or 
legend.  Map 
is difficult to 
interpret. 

There is 
insufficient 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
based on the 
requirements 
of the task.   

Use cardinal 
and 
intermediate 
directions to 
locate places 
on maps and 
globes 

Interprets 
findings and 
accurately and 
consistently 
applies 
knowledge. 

Interprets 
findings 
accurately.   

Interprets 
findings with  
partial support. 

Occasionally 
interprets 
findings with 
partial support. 

Interprets 
findings in a 
way that does 
not 
demonstrate 
understanding. 

Apply the 
concept of 
relative 
location to 
determine 
locations of 
people and 
places 
 

Interprets 
findings and 
accurately and 
consistently 
applies 
knowledge. 

Interprets 
findings 
accurately.  

Interprets 
findings with  
partial support. 

Occasionally 
interprets 
findings with 
partial support. 

Interprets 
findings in a 
way that does 
not 
demonstrate 
understanding. 

Apply the 
terms 
hemisphere, 
poles, equator 

Interprets 
findings and 
accurately and 
consistently 
applies 
knowledge. 

Interprets 
findings 
accurately. 

Interprets 
findings with  
partial support. 

Occasionally 
interprets 
findings with 
partial support. 

Interprets 
findings in a 
way that does 
not 
demonstrate 
understanding. 
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	Yes, but…. 

