Where in the World Are We?

CARC Social Studies

Grade Level 1

General Outcome

1.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and
appreciation of how identity and self-esteem are
enhanced by their sense of belonging in their world
and how active members in a community contribute
to the well-being, growth, and vitality of their groups
and communities.

Time Frame 3 — 4 classes

Enduring Understanding
(purpose of the lesson)

Using technology, students will manipulate maps to
gain a greater geographic understanding of their
town and school community

Big Idea

community

Manipulate software to gain a greater geographic understanding of your school and

Value and Attitude Outcomes

1.1.2 value the groups and communities to
which they belong

1.1.2.1 demonstrate a willingness to share and
cooperate with others (C, PADM)

Knowledge and Understanding
Outcomes

1.1.5 distinguish geographic features in
their own community from other
communities

1.1.5.1 What are some familiar landmarks and
places in my community? (CC, TCC)

1.1.5.4 Where is my community on a map or on a
globe? (LPP)

Skills and Process Outcomes

Critical thinking and creative thinking
1.S.1.1 examine ideas and information from
varied sources

Geographic thinking

1.S.3.1 use a simple map to locate specific areas
within the school and community

1.5.3.4 locate Canada on a globe or map

Age-appropriate behaviour
1.5.6.1 behaviour in accordance with classroom,
school and community expectations

Apply the research process
1.S.7.3 navigate within an electronic document




Summative

Assessment Student Observation Checklist.
Strategies
Introductory 1. Send home a parent letter to introduce the unit and let them know how they can be involved. A sample is below.
Activity/ 2. Present the students with the question, “Where in the World Are We?"
The Hook
Have students discuss their responses on the question.
Teaching/ Discovering Our Community on Google Earth
Leamm_g 1. Using the aid of a LCD projector or an interactive whiteboard, demonstrate how to locate their community with Google
Stré_lt_eg_jles and Earth. Show students how to rotate the earth and type in their community destination. Google Earth download
Activities http://www.googleearth.com
2. Navigate through to locate important landmarks in their community. Use the pin function to mark the school and a few
other important landmarks.
3. Give students the opportunity to use Google Earth on their own computers introducing them to the various tools in the

program.

Getting Around our School (A SMART Activity)
4. Using the SMART Notebook software, create a map of the rooms inside your school. To do this, take a picture of or scan

your school map and open it with a program like Microsoft Paint that allows you to manipulate images. When I did this,
I saved sections of the map into the SMART Notebook program to create a moveable puzzle. Find symbols to represent
rooms in your school, e.g., books for the library, and create your moveable activity board.

Sample Project (In order to view this link you will need to have downloaded the SMART Notebook software)
Have students match symbols or pictures to indicate various rooms in the school.
Variation: Have students match the names of each room.

You can also have students create a treasure hunt around the school for each other using the map or create one yourself
for your students.



http://www.carcpd.ab.ca/social/classroomResources/infusingTech/docs/Google%20Earth%20download
http://www.googleearth.com/

6. Give each student a copy of the school map to include in their social duo-tang. You could also do a cut and paste activity
sheet similar to the SMART Notebook activity.

Resources SMART Notebook software or a similar program for use with interactive white boards
Parent letter
Formative
Assessment Students label school map with symbols with teacher feedback.
Strategies Student Self-Assessment Checklist
Other C.1 - Students will access, use and communicate information from a variety of technologies.

1.1-access and retrieve appropriate information from electronic sources for a specific inquiry

C.6 - Students will use technology to investigate and/or solve problems.
1.2-use technology to organize and display data in a problem-solving context

P.2 - Students will organize and manipulate data.
1.1-read information from a prepared database

Adapted from: Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk)




Student Observation Checklist

Observation of
Student

Where in the World Are We?

wow YES YES,

e Behaves in accordance with classroom, school and community
expectations (1.5.6.1)

e Navigates through Google Earth to locate their own community,
school and various landmarks (1.1.5.1,1.1.5.4,1.5.34,15.7.3,C1
11, C61.2)

e Uses the SMART Notebook program to manipulate the areas in
onamap. (1.53.1,P.2.1.1)

e Match symbols/room names representing areas within their
own school. (P.2.1.1)
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Dear Parents,

We are beginning a new unit in Social Studies called "Belonging and Connecting in Our World." Some of the
concepts we will be learning about are:

urban and rural communities
special places and landmarks
map-reading skills

current events

As part of this unit we will be locating our community on various maps as well as using technology. With the
use of Google Earth, your child will be able to view their world in a whole new way. You can check out this

program on the website: www.googleearth.com

We will also be participating in some mapping activities of the school with a program designed with SMART
Notebook software.

We are looking forward exploring our world with technology and would like to invite you to our parent
afternoon on to explore the world with your child.

90

Yours truly,



http://www.googleearth.com

Self-Assessment for

Where In The World Are We?

3
s)
3

YES

YES,
BUT

I found our town on Google Earth.

I found our school on Google Earth.

I found two interesting landmarks in my
community on Google Earth.

I can create the map of our school.

I can place all or most of the symbols
representing important places in our school.

I can label important rooms in our school.




