What Would They Do?
CARC Social Studies

Please note, all support materials are after the lesson plan template beginning on page 5. Each support page is linked in the lesson plan. Click on the red

push pin ( d ) in each support page to return to the lesson plan template.

Grade Level

To what extent are the principles of liberalism viable?

General Outcome:

Students will assess the extent to which the
principles of liberalism are viable in a contemporary
world.

12 Related Issue 3

Time Frame

Enduring Understanding | Understanding the different approaches liberal

45 minutes (purpose of the lesson) | democracies and authoritarian governments take in
solving problems. Identifying problem or crisis described
in text.

Developed By

Brian Plastow

Critical : : . : :
Challenge/Bi Effectively predict how the different world leaders would solve the problem depicted in a
g g news article.
Idea
Values and Attitudes Knowledge and Understanding Skills and Processes
Outcomes Outcomes Outcomes

3.1 appreciate various perspectives regarding 3.5 analyze the extent to which the practices of develop skills of critical thinking and

the viability of the principles of liberalism political and economic systems reflect principles of | creative thinking

(PADM, ER) liberalism (consensus decision making, direct and S.1.4 predict likely outcomes based on factual
representative democracies, authoritarian political information
systems, traditional economies, free market S.1.5 evaluate the logic of assumptions
economies, command economies, mixed underlying a position
economies) (PADM, ER) S.1.9 analyze current affairs from a variety of

perspectives




3.9 evaluate the extent to which the principles of develop skills of oral, written and visual
liberalism are viable in the context of contemporary | literacy

issues (environment concerns, resource use and S.8.1 communicate effectively to express a point
development, debt and poverty, racism, pandemics, | of view in a variety of situations

terrorism, censorship, illiberalism) (PADM, ER, LPP) | S.8.5 use a variety of oral, visual and print
sources to present informed positions on issues

Note: only the outcomes whose numbers are bolded are assessed in the rubric. The rubric may be modified to assess

communication outcomes as well.

Summative
Assessment .
Strategy What Would They Do? Rubric
(optional)
Introductory Activity 1: Issues and Perspectives
Activity/ 1. Consider showing episodes of VBS News: Toxic Alberta (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bu2Essv3gCE).
The Hook
Note: There are good perspectives in these clips, however, there is profanity.
Have students identify the issue and the perspectives involved.
2. Give students the Machiavellian quote:
"The ends justify the means.”
Ensure that students understand what each word means in context.
Discuss the meaning of the phrase as used by Machiavelli. Also discuss how each of the following people would respond
to this quote: Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Barak Obama, Adam Smith, The Pope, Mao Zedong, Stephen Harper (This list
can be changed at the discretion of the teacher)
Teaching/ Activity 2: Analyse the text
Learning

Strategies and
Activities

3. Have students read an article (any article can work). I chose one on QOil Sand pollution in Ft McMurray

(http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzU0ODczZMw%3D%3D).



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bu2Essv3gCE
http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzU0ODczMw%3D%3D

4. Students must then:
e Identify the problem.
e Explain who is involved in the situation and what they are concerned about.
e Identify whose opinion is left out.
e Predict what each of the people on a teacher supplied list would do in response to the problem illustrated in the
article. I used: Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Barak Obama, Adam Smith, The Pope, Mao Zedong, Stephen Harper,
Discuss student responses as a class.

As the discussion progresses, ask students what criteria they used for an effective prediction. Possible criteria
are:

a. In keeping with person’s principles

b. Plausible in that person’s situation

C. Fits the issue

NOTE: these criteria are included in the support document, What Would They Do? Source Analysis below. If you come up with
different criteria as a class, change the criteria on the support document to match those of the class.

Activity 3: Working with a Partner

5. Have students work with a partner to choose an article of their own. In the partnership, students should fill out the

chart below. The support document, What Would They Do? Source Analysis lists the people in the previous list. This list
may be easily modified at the teacher’s discretion.

Activity 4: Summative Assessment

6. Teachers may wish to summatively assess this activity by providing students with a final article that they must work on
individually in the same format and procedure as the above formative activities. The teacher can assign a particular
world leader or two to each student. Students must also indicate the extent to which this is a viable option in a
contemporary context.

Resources

Newspapers, Internet, list of people.

“QOilsands Adding Carcinogens to Athabasca River: Study” article accessible at:
http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzU0ODczMw%3D%3D



http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzU0ODczMw%3D%3D

Formative 1. Group discussion of answers.
Assessment 2. Partner work with group discussion
. 3. Teachers may also ask if Liberalism is able to deal with environmental problems. Is it viable in this instance?
Strategies
Other This activity could work with almost any article or any list of people.

Adapted from: Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk)
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Rubric
Level
Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited

Criteria
Predicts Actions Insightfully Logically reflects Partially reflects Inaccurately
(3.5) reflects ideology of | ideology of ideology of reflects ideology of

individual individual individual individual
Evaluates viability | Accurately Reasonably Simplistically Flawed evaluation
(3.9) evaluates viability evaluates viability of | evaluates viability of | of viability of action

of action in a action in a action in a in @ contemporary

contemporary contemporary contemporary context

context context context
Supports Evidence for Evidence for Evidence for Evidence for
Prediction prediction is prediction is prediction is prediction indicates
(5.1.4,S.1.9) compelling convincing believable weak support
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1. Identify the problem illustrated in the article.

2. List those people involved in the situation, their roles and concerns.

Name of Person Involved Role Concern

3. Predict the actions of each of the following people in response to the problem illustrated in the article by
completing the chart. Your responses must meet the following criteria:
a. In keeping with person’s principles
b. Plausible in that person’s situation
c. Fit the issue
4. Explain your how the action fits the criteria in the “justification” column.

Person Action He Would Take Justification

Adolf Hitler

Joseph Stalin

Barak Obama

Adam Smith

The Pope

Mao Zedong

Stephen Harper







