
Responding to Classical Liberalism 
CARC Social Studies 

 
 

Grade Level 30-1 Related Issue 2 

To what extent is resistance to liberalism justified? 
 
General Outcome:  
Students will assess impacts of, and reactions to, 
principles of liberalism. 

 
Time Frame 1 class Enduring Understanding 

(purpose of the lesson) 

In this formative assessment task, students work in small 
groups to analyse quotes.  They then identify the ideology with 
which the quote is most closely associated with justification. 

 
Developed By 

 
Justin Holton  

Critical 
Challenge/Big 
Idea 

Identify the term with which each quote is most closely associated, and justify your 
choice. 

 
Values and Attitudes 

Outcomes 
 
2.3 appreciate that individuals and groups may 
adhere to various ideologies (I, C, PADM) 
 

 

 
Knowledge and Understanding 

Outcomes 
 
2.7 analyze ideologies that developed in response 
to classical liberalism (classical conservatism, 
Marxism, socialism, welfare capitalism) (PADM, 
ER, TCC) 

 
Skills and Processes  

Outcomes 
 
develop skills of historical thinking 
S.2.1 analyze multiple historical and 
contemporary perspectives within and across 
cultures. 
 
demonstrate skills of cooperation, conflict 
resolution and consensus building 
S.5.5 respect the needs and perspectives of 
others 
S.5.6 collaborate in groups to solve problems 
 



Summative 
Assessment 
Strategies 

This task is designed as formative assessment to give students and teachers feedback on the 
level of understanding students have of the terminology as well as practice in analysing text.  
It may be altered to be summatively assessed as an individual rather than a group task.  

 
Introductory 
Activity/ 
The Hook 

 
Review Terminology 

1.​ In a class discussion, review the terminology.  Ensure students have an understanding of the terms classical liberalism, 
classical conservatism, utopian socialism, and Marxism.  Have students give examples and non-examples of each. 

 
2.​ Using a text of your choice, as a class review/model the process of analysing text by having students: 

●​ underline key words and any word they don’t understand   
●​ ensure they understand the meaning of those words 
●​ paraphrase text 

(add more strategies if required)   
 

Teaching/ 
Learning 
Strategies and 
Activities 

 
Assign Task 

3.​ In groups of two or three, students complete the handout by using the same process to analyse the quotes. 
 

4.​ Students then determine the ideologies with which each quote is most closely associated.  Students must give reasons 
for their choice. 

Resources See below for handout 

Formative 
Assessment 
Strategies 

This task is designed to inform teacher instruction by providing information about the level of student understanding of key 
concepts, as well as providing students with the same information about their learning.  It also provides practice for the skill of 
analysing texts. 

 
Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development   
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Working in Groups of 2-3, paraphrase (put in your own words) each quote and identify 
which of the following ideologies the quote is most likely associated with: 

●​ classical liberalism 
●​ classical conservatism 
●​ utopian socialism 
●​ Marxism 

 
After you have identified the ideological perspective the quote represents provide a 
justification for your choice. 

 
 
 
 
“The various stages of development in the division of labor are just so many different 
forms of ownership, i.e. the existing stage in the division of labor determines also the 
relations of individuals to one another with reference to the material, instrument, and 
product of labor.... As soon as the distribution of labor comes into being, each man has 
a particular, exclusive sphere of activity, which is forced upon him and from which he 
cannot escape. He is a hunter, a fisherman, a herdsman, or a critical critic, and must 
remain so if he does not want to lose his means of livelihood…” 

Karl Marx From The German Ideology, 1846 
 

PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 



“…I know that society may be formed so as to exist without crime, without poverty, with 
health greatly improved, with little, if any misery, and with intelligence and happiness 
increased a hundredfold: and no obstacle whatsoever intervenes at this moment except 
ignorance to prevent such a state of society from becoming universal".  

Robert Owen 
 

PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

“Our patience will achieve more than our force. “ 
and 

“Good order is the foundation of all things.“ 
Edmund Burke 

PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 



 

 “Labor, like all other things which are purchased and sold, and which may be increased or diminished in 
quantity, has its natural and its market price. The natural price of labor is that price which is necessary to 
enable the laborers, one with another, to subsist and to perpetuate their race, without either increase or 
diminution. The power of the laborer to support himself, and the family which may be necessary to keep 
up the number of laborers, does not depend on the quantity of money which he may receive for wages, 
but on the quantity of food, necessaries, and conveniences become essential to him from habit, which 
that money will purchase. The natural price of labor, therefore, depends on the price of the food, 
necessaries, and conveniences required for the support of the laborer and his family. With a rise in the 
price of food and necessaries, the natural price of labor will rise; with the fall in their price, the natural 
price of labor will fall.” 

David Ricardo, The Principles of Political Economy, 1817 
PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Revolutions are the locomotives of history.” 

Marx 
PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 



“The object of this Essay is to assert one very simple principle, as entitled to govern absolutely the 
dealings of society with the individual in the way of compulsion and control, whether the means used be 
physical force in the form of legal penalties, or the moral coercion of public opinion. That principle is, that 
the sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or collectively in interfering with the liberty of 
action of any of their number, is self-protection. That the only purpose for which power can be rightfully 
exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others. His 
own good, either physical or moral, is not a sufficient warrant. He cannot rightfully be compelled to do or 
forbear because it will be better for him to do so, because it will make him happier, because, in the 
opinions of others, to do so would be wise, or even right. “                                          

    John Stuart Mill, On Liberty 
 

PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Political Freedom without economic equality is a pretence, a fraud, a lie; and the 
workers want no lying.“                                                                             Mikhail Bakunin 
 

PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mikhailbak326733.html


"The working classes may be injuriously degraded and oppressed in three ways:​
1st When they are neglected in infancy​
2nd When they are overworked by their employer, and are thus rendered incompetent 
from ignorance to make a good use of high wages when they can procure them.​
3rd When they are paid low wages for their labour ".  

On the employment of children in manufactories, 1818 Robert Owen 
 
PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

But what is liberty without wisdom, and without virtue? It is the greatest of all possible 
evils; for it is folly, vice, and madness, without tuition or restraint. 

Edmund Burke 
 
 
PARAPHRASE: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

IDEOLOGY: _______________________________ 

 

JUSTIFICATION: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 


