Oil Sands Tribunal

The oil sands tribunal is an activity designed to explore an incredibly important

topic for Albertans, for Canadians and for the world — the oil and gas industry.

The world’s supply of this non-renewable resource is past its peak and is now

in decline. The use of oil has been targeted by environmentalists as a major

contributor to the burgeoning issue of global warming and climate change. The industrialized
countries of the world, including Canada, have become dependent on oil and petroleum based
products. Oil and oil based products have become the main energy source for the many forms of
transportation that have interconnected our world like never before. The developing world’s
over-consumption of material goods, along with the energy involved in the manufacture and
transportation of these goods, has led to incredible pressure on the earth.

Alberta has become the epicenter for future oil development as a result of the depletion of other
global reserves. The oil sands deposits found in the northern portion of our province are now
recognized as having the largest oil production potential outside of Saudi Arabia. Alberta is
therefore at a crossroads in its history as it tries to make decisions about how to balance
environmental concerns with the huge potential for financial prosperity that go hand in hand with
the development of the oil sands.

Although the following issue question is fictitious, it is certainly plausible within the context of
Alberta.

Should $20 billion of new oil sands investment and development
be approved north of Fort McMurray along the Athabasca River?

Students will be assigned to one of six different stakeholder groups that represent diverse
perspectives on the issue. Students will research and present the perspective of their group in
attempt to convince the tribunal to make a decision that will reflect their interests and concerns.

The first group of students will make up the tribunal itself. The tribunal will be composed of three
judges and their role will include:

- setting criteria for their final decision

- write an unbiased opening statement with historical background on the
Alberta oils sands and the global oil industry

- write out their decision

The remaining five groups will represent the stakeholders listed below.

Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations
Government of Alberta
Environmentalists

First Nations and Métis Peoples
Municipality of Fort McMurray




Each stakeholder group will put together a 5-10 minute presentation that will attempt to persuade
the tribunal to address their interests and concerns. The groups can use any form of media to

bolster their presentation (posters, charts, graphs, PowerPoint, MovieMaker, others..

). The

tribunal will be looking for substance, but the creativity and effort that goes into your presentation
can influence their final decision. Each group will have to research their perspective and find
compelling evidence to support their interests and concerns. Similar to a defense of position
essay, students will have to define a position on the issue and then make clear arguments to

support that position.

Each group is encouraged to contact people in the various fields they represent (letters and email)
in an attempt to get first hand information and perspective. Your group may want to brainstorm
some of the potential contacts you could make and some of the potential sources of information

you could possibly use.

Your groups work will be evaluated by the teacher using the attached rubric. Your work will be
also be assessed by the tribunal in their task of reaching their final decision.

All students will watch the documentary entitled Crude Awakening in an attempt to establish
some context for the global oil industry (see Crude Awakening assignment). Your teacher may
also choose to share information that presents some of the history surrounding the development
of the oil sands in northern Alberta. Your textbook is also a good source of information on this
topic - please refer to pages 350-354.

IMPACT

FORT MCMURRAY —
COPING WITH GLOBALIZATION
et ke Mgy, o Tkl b e 5 vt hlbwts 5 boiwveny T ory h

mmwuﬂwﬂmumum

-——“--I--‘.

T, et U By gt e e e e e s Fe
Hi‘ﬂm T g g v gy i s g o
Hart Wb gy o Top it o P et ot 1 W ot THN B @ pemnty © pageie bos

e e mew e of B G e et

Early Dovebiparmant

Thm g B s e Ul e e

o e i s o e Lar sl o 1TEE M
ks B8 et [ ol | B0 b b oo B ok
ot e Btk n e (i et rvemes| o s
T PR Rr et R =
LA SRERL e ) Y

o .

By 1AMt cormmmity of Fuet M m e
b i By Doy it Theiola s st
i F el Frjam S i i s e o0 TR
B g w s Bl iy Teb saty Tk
Fart W Mgrimy 1 prmiatms m o ooy mhat (106
Bt b i et e g g 1T
ol Gl 7 e e than B0
h H‘l hhﬂl ol ll-lll

v-uluhﬂqn hqh--ﬂll
T e P T e e L ™
w gt s v b 0 e by DT

- ity Bty

Paying the Prics of Crowth
T Fil o e wol thn Bt Wiy avmn b
el 1 Tt S S5 mai ST
DR Pt By fim
MU ey braes s acbed The e gty wies
b @ grwle Nl o e @ b pleleen
LR o R T T R e S e e
T gy o B v Rtr I TETn BN GOTATEE AR G
Raws g s
B agh B o e
4 e ey P — ey
et ] i bop o ben P e ® 1 kg P
e gty et por v el fadd ssfimstractes
Do Pael b pobsierie s o Saniie o of Po
T e derh g it i 1o Cadan
Fraur iudmutry shwaid fo skt avetry dns et
e b et v ey e P aso 1s
e g b s b Theey e fei 1wk
A2 ety rebeds 1 o PEadag e o se the
[

pon . Pt Gt  Bort We My 2001200

el T g i e s e
R RFaai § m Wy o Py
it [P By e

Ths pogaals oo anpkman has s ormatad §
wiraadh pmiveim wabisines ik as st nin

busps el ke Ehil aves S Ty affe

e baafiln oA Vapfee g B bysnenes
Iowmbrs Py o They it basvin) osbis
bt i b g by 1n et P ol

‘mimanmantal Concams
11 Wl Mty o inaatesd o tha boreal farest.

o T

wal dovma i naaiby of coneleias imemi gach e
pruns i, oo pune. Thw s aged smpamion al ol
vl dermingrvent 5 @) Pee e Syt e
il By of The o ey Eoaremal

Eaah baresl ol il oty twd o the i gaachy
e i g ool Fovns b v Fwowmn ol st e
s armagh rlers | gas i Fesal @ bosme (o one o

IMPACT

tron dayn The gocons cedtms iddh i mfeasass
o A piinhs i iniis glasehamia g T
g o oraves. (1 conpee are coletis)
T s W o el e el
Ty P o s e, Sy s o B
[ e R e L L =)
Bt ermnormetniats wnl o Nl ppie sy
it the ot P ! gy ks
by o s vl

i ieklibwi, i Pt Maiioss gaogls e
davabrprnd tis dwitr e Ay o ke The
snvatarnentnl o o0 1 ek b il fonchan
et ot Pt e Wy F ot e i T
Wbutghor Fod ! b, g, Tl 8 goie

el Mg s el gy st e g
prmu-lm“qqh— g anl i Py
B e i




CREATIVITY

(x2)

CONTEXT

UNDERSTAMNDING

(x2)

EXPRESSION
(PRESENTATION)

DEPTH

ASBESIOR
TeTeacher
S=S1udent

D=0thar

Very little creativity and
effort.

Does not provide much
creativity and effort.

Demonstrates minimal creativity
and effort.

Commendable creativity and effort.
Creativity adds to the success of the
overall work.

Impressive creativity and
effort. Creativity adds to the
outstanding nature of the
overall work.

Student makes almost no
connection between the
assigned task and the big
questions and ideas of the
course.

Student makes minimal
reference to the assigned
task and the big questions
and ideas of the course.

Student makes simple connections
between the assigned task and the
big questions and ideas of the
course.

Student makes clear connections
between the assigned task and the
big questions and ideas of the
course.

Student makes insightful
connections between the
assigned task and the big
questions and ideas of the
course.

Naive: a superficial
account; more descriptive
than analytical or creative;
a fragmentary or sketchy
account of facts/ideas or
glib generalizations; a
black-and-white account
less a theory than an
unexamined hunch or
borrowed idea.

Intuitive: an incomplete
account but with apt and
insightful ideas; extends
and deepens some of what
was learned; some "reading
between the lines"; account
has limited support/
argument/data or sweeping
generalizations. There is a
theory, but one with limited
testing and evidence.

Developed: an account that reflects
some in-depth and personalized
ideas; the student is making the
work her own, going beyond the
given—there is supported theory
here, but insufficient or inadequate
evidence and argument.

In-depth: an atypical and revealing
account, going beyond what is
obvious or what was explicitly
taught; makes subtle connections;
well supported by argument and
evidence; novel thinking displayed.

Sophisticated: an unusually
thorough, elegant, and
inventive account (model,
theory, or explanation); fully
supported, verified, and
justified; deep and broad: goes
well beyond the information
given.

Student is not able to
express appropriate ideas
and concepts (including
correct spelling, grammar
and punctuation).

Student is not developing
their ability to express
appropriate ideas and
concepts (including correct
spelling, grammar and
punctuation).

Student is learning to develop and
express appropriate ideas and
concepts (including correct
spelling, grammar and
punctuation).

Student is consistently expressing
appropriate ideas and concepts
(including correct spelling,
grammar and punctuation).

Student is clearly expressing
appropriate ideas and
concepts (including correct
spelling, grammar and
punctuation).

Very little depth in the
work that was completed.

Little depth in the work
that was completed.

Demonstrates some depth in the
work that was completed.

Demonstrates good depth in the
work that was completed.

Demonstrates great depth in
the work that was completed.

STAKEHOLDER/PERSPECTIVE:

TOTALS:

(

114)




The tribunal will be composed of three judges and their role will include:

- setting criteria for their final decision

- write an unbiased opening statement with historical background on the
Alberta oils sands and the global oil industry

- write out their decision

The tribunal must establish at least six criteria they will use to evaluate each presentation with.
The evaluations will help the tribunal make their final decision regarding the issue. All students,
within their defined groups, will come up with their own criteria. The stakeholder groups will give
their criteria to the tribunal and the tribunal will create a final list of criteria that will be used in
making their final decisions.

E?'iteria for the effective
p/resentaﬁan of position

,; 3




Watch Crude Awakening and takes notes with the following questions in mind:

What is the history of the oil industry?

What is the future of the oil industry? What is ‘peak oil’?

How important is oil to industrialized countries like Canada and
the United States?

What are the limitations of oil as a source of energy?

What impact is the world’s reliance on oil having on the
environment?

What are the political ramifications of oil at the local, provincial,
federal and international levels?

How is oil connected to war?

,; :

Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations
Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations
Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations
Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations Multinational Oil and Gas Corporations
Government of Alberta Government of Alberta
Government of Alberta Government of Alberta
Government of Alberta Government of Alberta
Government of Alberta Government of Alberta
Environmentalists Environmentalists
Environmentalists Environmentalists
Environmentalists Environmentalists
Environmentalists Environmentalists
First Nations and Métis Peoples First Nations and Métis Peoples
First Nations and Métis Peoples First Nations and Métis Peoples
First Nations and Métis Peoples First Nations and Métis Peoples
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