Grade 11 : SOCIAL STUDIES 20-1/20-2

Genocide in the Twentieth Century

Although most students are aware of the Jewish Holocaust, they may not be aware of other
terrible events in our world’s recent history. The goal of this assignment is to help students
have a better understanding of the truly catastrophic events of the Twentieth Century created
by feelings of ultranationalism.

SOCIAL STUDIES OUTCOMES
RI 2: To what extent should national interest be pursued?

Specific Outcome(s):

2.8 analyze ultranationalism as a cause of genocide (*this activity is intended to help students understand the
actions relating to genocidal events, not necessarily a critical challenge evaluating ultranationalism. Follow up
assignments have been suggested to evaluate ultranationalism)

3.8 analyze impacts of the pursuit of internationalism in addressing contemporary global issues

S.1

develop skills of
critical thinking and
creative thinking

S.2

develop skills of
historical thinking
S.3

develop skills of
geographic thinking
S.7 apply the
research process:

S.8 demonstrate
skills of oral,
written and
visual literacy

S.9
develop skills of
media literacy

evaluate ideas and information from multiple sources

assess the validity of information based on context, bias, sources, objectivity, evidence
or reliability

evaluate the logic of assumptions underlying a position

analyze multiple historical and contemporary perspectives within and across cultures
use current, reliable information sources from around the world

use current, reliable information sources from around the world, including online
atlases

draw pertinent conclusions based on evidence derived from research

demonstrate proficiency in the use of research tools and strategies to investigate issues
select and analyze relevant information when conducting research

plan and perform complex searches, using digital sources

record relevant data for acknowledging sources of information, and cite sources
correctly

respect ownership and integrity of information

communicate effectively to express a point of view in a variety of situations

use a variety of oral, visual and print sources to present informed positions on issues
apply information technologies for context (situation, audience and purpose) to extend
and communicate understanding of complex issues

use appropriate presentation software to demonstrate personal understandings
compose, revise and edit text

apply general principles of graphic layout and design to a document in process
understand that different types of information may be used to manipulate and control a
message (e.g., graphics, photographs, graphs, charts and statistics)

apply principles of graphic design to enhance meaning and engage audiences

assess the authority, reliability and validity of electronically accessed information
analyze the impact of various forms of media, identifying complexities and
discrepancies




Genocide in the Twentieth Century

Ultranationalism leads to a feeling of “us versus them”. If these feelings are encouraged and
manipulated, it can turn into a terrible force, as was seen in the 20™ century. Although many

people are aware of the atrocities committed against Jewish people during World War Two, many
are not aware of other groups which were placed in the Nazi concentration camps. Even more

concerning is the fact that today many choose to not be aware of the first genocide of the 21*
century: Darfur.

Your assignment will be to create a digital scrapbook from either the perspective of the member

of the nationalist group being attacked or a member of the ultranationalist group who is
committing the genocide.

Tp é&%ﬁ%ﬁt is important to have an understanding of what genocide really is. Use the

following links, or do your own research to explain the following:

e What does genocide mean?
e What is the UN’s Genocide Convention?
e How does your case study relate to the definition of genocide and the UN Genocide
Convention?
Suggested links
® The Genocide Convention (CBC News)
http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/sudan/genocide-convention.html
® Analysis: Defining genocide (BBC News)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/1701562.stm
STEP TWO

Now that you understand genocide, choose one of the following to research:

Twentieth Centug \% Genocides (this is not an exhaustive list, check with your teacher if you would like to research another event)

Armenians in Turkey

WW II Holocaust

Khmer Rouge in Cambodia
Rwanda 1994
Bosnia-Herzegovina mid 1990s
Iraqi Kurdistan

Darfur

Your digital scrapbook must include the following:



http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/sudan/genocide-convention.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/1701562.stm

e Location (should include a map)

e Historical background (prior to the 20™ century, what laid the foundation for this conflict)
e [mportant Dates (when did things “erupt”, when did important events occurred)

e Nations/groups/individuals involved (political leaders, including dissidents)

e Atrocities committed, including common methods of killing, and numbers of deaths

e Any peace settlements/UN action

e Any criminal charges/war crimes indictments

e Current status of the nation

Suggested resources for research:
e (CBC News In-depth: Genocide
http://www.cbe.ca/news/interactives/who-genocides/
e BBC News www.bbcnews.com (suggested key words: Armenian genocide;
Genocide under the Nazis; Khmer Rouge genocide; Rwanda genocide; Bosnia
war crimes; Iraqi Kurd genocide; Darfur)
e Online encyclopedias — check with your librarian to see if you have a subscription

to any encyclopedias, if not, you can try http://www.encyclopedia.com/

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Remember to look at a minimum of three websites to ensure that your information is accurate —
especially because there can be radically different reports depending on the source. You are
expected to use proper bibliographic format to record those sources. In addition, you are asked
to create an annotated bibliography, which means for each site that you use you need to give a
1-2 sentence description explaining why the information on this site is reliable. What is the
website doing that makes it an effective and reliable source. A sample is given to you below.

Sample Internet citation:

BEC News. (created December, 2001). Analysis: Defining genocide.
HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hifeurope/1701562.stm"
http://news.bbc.co.uk/Z2/hifeurope/1701562.stm (Visited March, 2008)

The| This site is a reliable source of information as it is a world recognized news

Site _gource {BBC MNews)

Website to help you with citation: http://citationmachine.net/

STEP THREE

The next step is to take the information you have collected and present it in the format of a
digital scrapbook. Your scrapbook needs to have “voice”, which means you want the reader to


http://www.cbc.ca/news/interactives/who-genocides/
http://www.bbcnews.com
http://www.encyclopedia.com/
http://citationmachine.net/

have a feeling for the personality of the person who has created it — you are taking on the role of
either a person being persecuted or someone persecuting others.

That means you do not want to create a factual list of information. You should try to find
images, video clips and music that will express your feelings. Some ideas on how to present this
information can include creating newspaper clippings, photographs with captions, letters, journal
entries, or you could use software that will allow you to include audio clips along with photos, so
you could record yourself explaining the images and how they make you feel.

Suggested resources to create your digital scrapbook
e Scrapblog.com. http://www.scrapblog.com/

Photoshow.com http://www.photoshow.com/home

[ ]

e Zoho Notebooks http://tinyurl.com/yszrzn
e Windows Movie Maker

e PowerPoint

e Voice Thread
(A good website to check out that gives you a huge list of different media tools is “50 Ways to

tell the Domino Story http://cogdogroo.wikispaces.com/Dominoe+50+Ways )

Evaluation
Excellent Satisfactory Poor
Quality of Exploration of the issue is | Exploration of issue is Exploration of the issue is
. insightful and straightforward and superficial and may
Information comprehensive. Student general. Student contain substantial
demonstrates a thoughtful | demonstrates an acceptable | misconceptions. Student
selection of information. selection of information. demonstrates a negligible
understanding in the
selection of information.
Quality of Information is fluently and | Information is clearly and | Information is
. . creatively organized. functionally organized. disorganized and unclear,
Communication Communication is Communication is affecting the intended
thoughtful and confident. effective and audience. Communication
straightforward. is tangential and
ineffective.
Quality of Stylistic choices are Adequate and basic Ineffective and/or
. . precise and effective, stylistic choices contribute | inappropriate stylistic
6XpI’CSSlOIl/ voice contributing to the creation | to the creation of a voice choices contribute to the

of a convincing voice.
Student demonstrates a
confident use of
appropriate technology.

that is matter of fact.
Student demonstrates an
acceptable but basic use of
appropriate technology.

creation of an ineffective
and/or unsuitable voice.
Student demonstrates a
faltering or confused use
of appropriate technology.

Citation of Sources

Citation of sources is
presented in appropriate
bibliographic format.
Annotation is clear and
effective.

Sources are cited, but may
not be in appropriate
bibliographic format.
Annotation is present, but
may be incomplete

Few or no sources are
cited. Annotation is
negligible, ineffective, or
not present.

TEACHER NOTES

For best results:



http://www.scrapblog.com/
http://www.photoshow.com/home
http://tinyurl.com/yszrzn
http://cogdogroo.wikispaces.com/Dominoe+50+Ways

This assignment expects that students have an understanding of ultranationalism, as this
assignment is created to allow students the chance to explore the cause and results of
genocide

It is important that students spend sufficient time and thought doing Steps 1 and 2 of this
project so that they have adequate understanding of ultranationalist in order to create the
content for the scrapbook. Anything less will result in the technology tool becoming the
focus, instead of the content.

This activity has been designed to be completed in a small group (two students would be
optimal).

Continue to encourage students to focus not only on the collection of information, but the
internalization of that information so that they can synthesize it into a personal reflection as a
major portion of the evaluation is the creation of “voice”.

Prior to using the rubric, discuss the criteria and qualitative descriptors within the rubric so
that the language becomes understandable to students. This is a great opportunity to help
students expand their vocabulary and clarify what is expected of them.

Encourage students to self-reflect and/or to receive feedback from peers using a feedback
tool, and then to follow up by improving their work before submitting.

If your students are working in groups, you may want to have them gather their information
in “Google Docs” or a similar program where all of the information is collected in one space
(this avoids the “My partner isn’t here and everything is on their email” excuse.

To use Google Docs
e Open an iGoogle account
e (o to tools and find Google Docs
e Open anew file
e Invite partners to collaborate

Suggested Movies

o The Killing Fields

e Hotel Rwanda

® Schindler’s List

e Behind Enemy Lines

Suggested follow up activities

Have students contrast ultranationalism vs supranationalism

Have students evaluate whether the case study they have researched is in fact an example
of ultranationalism contributing to genocidal activities, or was it just an evil ruler
wrecking havoc on people.

Relevant Links

e iMovie Tutorial:
http://www.apple.com/support/imovie/tutorial/
o Windows Movie Maker Tutorial:

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/default. mspx
e Explanation of Digital Storytelling as well as student samples

http://www.rebooting.ca/storytelling-projects/



http://www.apple.com/support/imovie/tutorial/
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/default.mspx
http://www.rebooting.ca/storytelling-projects/
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