Four Faces of Quality Life
CARC Social Studies

Grade Level 3

General Outcome

3.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and
appreciation of how geographic, social, cultural and
linguistic factors affect quality of life in communities
in India, Tunisia, Ukraine and Peru.

Time Frame Class Dependent

Enduring Understanding
(purpose of the lesson)

In this inquiry project students will apply their
background knowledge of quality of life to
investigate India, Tunisia, Ukraine or Peru and create
a poster using that data

* These activities would best follow some previous
work with the concept of Quality of Life.

Critical
Challenge/Big
Idea

Create a poster that effectively illustrates quality of life in either Tunisia, Peru, the
Ukraine or India.

Value and Attitude Outcomes

3.1.1 Students will appreciate similarities
and differences among people and
communities.

3.1.1.1 demonstrate an awareness of and
interest in the beliefs, traditions and customs of
groups and communities other than their own
(CO)

Knowledge and Understanding
Outcomes

3.1.2 Students will examine the social,
cultural and linguistic characteristics that
affect quality of life in communities in other
parts of the world

3.1.2.2 How does daily life reflect quality of life in
the communities (e.g., employment,
transportation, roles of family members)? (CC,
ER, GC)

3.1.2.3 How does access to public services affect
the communities? (e.g., schools, hospitals,
libraries, transportation systems? (ER, GC, PADM)
3.1.2.7 How are decisions made in the
communities? Who is responsible for making the
decisions? (CC, PADM)

Skills and Process Outcomes

Critical and creative thinking
3.S.1.1 evaluate ideas and information from
different points of views.

Apply the research process

3.S.7.5 access and retrieve appropriate
information from electronic sources

3.S.7.2 evaluate whether information supports a
research question

3.5.7.8 process information from more than one
source

Oral, written and visual literacy




3.S.8.5 use technology to support and present
conclusions

3.S.8.4 create visual images for particular
audiences and purposes

Skills of media literacy

3.5.9.1 compare information on the same issue or
topic from print media, photographs and the
Internet.

Note: Not all skill outcomes are summatively assessed in this task and thus the number of the outcome does not appear above in bold.

Summative
Assessment Quality of Life Poster Rubric
Strategies
Introductory Review “Quality of Life”
Activity/ . - . I
1. Create a story to tell students of someone with a standard of living that is not necessarily high, but has an excellent
The Hook quality of life according to the characteristics you have previously discussed in class.

2. Discuss with students how happy/content that person may be and why. Ask students what determines that person’s
quality of life. The teacher may choose to display each descriptor learned on a chart easily viewed by the class, and
refer back to that chart as needed. Be sure to include transportation, family roles, employment, transportation, decision
making, public services as these are the characteristics in the outcomes assessed in this activity.

Teaching/ What affects quality of life in each of the countries studied?

Learmn_g 1. Review back to grade two when students learned that “communities” refers to “a group of people, who live, work and

Str?t_eg_jles and have fun in the same place”. Pose the following question to your students: How do people live in communities

Activities around the world? Explain that this question will guide the students as they begin an inquiry about quality of life in
communities in Peru, Tunisia, India and Ukraine. As students consider the big question, ask them what other questions
they might have that will guide them in their inquiry. The descriptors for guality of life will guide students in forming
questions. (Asking questions to guide research may be a skill the students have already developed. If not this may be
the opportunity to teach them how to use the Five “W" words in forming questions.

2. Discuss with the students what kinds of sources of information they might use for their class inquiry project. Provide

them with a variety of choices. Remind them that each source will present the point of view of the writer. It is
important to look at a variety of sources to get a balanced picture regarding quality of life in the countries studied.
Teachers may refer their students to their textbook.




Teachers may also use an OWL chart (Observe, Wonder and Learn) to review pictures or use Learn Alberta’s

“Investigating Pictures” tool found at: http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/investigatingpictures mt.html

3. As students gather information to answer their research questions, use a whole group idea web to record their responses
on the board. Add information for each country in a different colored marker or chalk. Another approach would be to
give each student several sticky notes. As they read a fact, they make a jot note of it and stick it to the class web.

An alternative would be to divide the class into small groups and assign each group a country. They could use a
concept-mapping program such as Kidspiration, Inspiration, Gliffy http://www.gliffy.com/ (free online tool), Smart Ideas
or a chart made in the Tables section of Microsoft Office Word to track their research. They could then print their chart
off to work on or add jot notes to the copy stored in their documents. Google Docs is another option for more than one
student to add information to the same document at the same time.

4. Once the students feel they have concluded their research they need to check that they have answered all of their
research questions. They then need to choose how they are going to share their learning.

One alternative would be to make a web-based poster, using the following site: http://poster.4teachers.org/. An
excellent feature of this site is that it teaches students to cite their sources. Teachers may also choose to have students
make their poster on Microsoft Word, inserting pictures from the internet.

5. Before beginning the poster develop with the class a set of criteria that will be used to assess the final product. Ask the
students what they think will make a good poster vs. an excellent poster. This is easier for students with exemplars of
good and excellent posters. The criterion can be used in a Peer Feedback Checklist. Samples are attached.

6. Give students the opportunity to gain feedback from a peer using the Peer Feedback Checklist. This is best done as a
work-in-progress so students have the opportunity to make changes prior to the summative assessment.

Resources

Print Resources:
For those schools that did not purchase a series, there are other excellent print resources available. Bobbie Kalman has
produced a set of books that look at the people, culture and land of each country.

For note-taking practice:
Reading Comprehension Strategy:
Teachers may choose to use a reading comprehension technique called textmapping. For an explanation of “textmapping” see

http://www.textmapping.org/overview.html

To guide students in the research process are:



http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/investigatingpictures_mt.html
http://www.gliffy.com/
http://poster.4teachers.org/
http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php?page=takeNotes
http://www.textmapping.org/overview.html

http://thinktank.4teachers.org/ (for Grades 3-8)
http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php?page=doResearch (for primary grades)

Websites of use for students:
www.tunisiaonline.com
www.tourindia.com/htm/homepage.htm
www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/pe.html
www.infoukes.com/ukremb/basfacts.shtml

Teachers who do not wish to bookmark a series of suitable sites for their students wish to direct their students to:

http://www.blackgold.ab.ca/ict/Divison1/grade3social.htm. The Black Gold School Division has prepared a series of “safe” sites
for each of the countries studied.

For learning to evaluate online resources:
Two sites that teach students how to evaluate online resources is:
http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php? =eval
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For images:
An excellent source of pictures to use with students is found on the Online Guide to Implementation at
http://www.learnalberta.ca/Search.aspx?lang=en&search=image+collection&grade=Grade+3&subject=Social+Studies

Formative Partner or group research
Assessment Peer Feedback Checklist
Strategies

Other

Note: All ICT
outcomes for
social studies
are infused in
the Program of
Study for each
grade level and

the “"Outcomes”

section of this
document.

C.1 - Students will access, use and communicate information from a variety of technologies.
1.1 access and retrieve appropriate information from electronic sources for a specific inquiry

C.4 — Students will use organizational processes and tools to manage inquiry
1.1 follow a plan to complete an inquiry

C.7 - Students will use electronic research techniques to construct personal knowledge and meaning.
1.4 make predictions based on organized information

Adapted from: Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development



http://thinktank.4teachers.org/
http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php?page=doResearch
http://www.tunisiaonline.com
http://www.tourindia.com/htm/homepage.htm
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/pe.html
http://www.infoukes.com/ukremb/basfacts.shtml
http://www.blackgold.ab.ca/ict/Divison1/grade3social.htm
http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php?page=evaluate
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/hints-on-print/index.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/Search.aspx?lang=en&search=image+collection&grade=Grade+3&subject=Social+Studies
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Quality of Life Poster

Rubric
Level 4 3 2 1
Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited
Criteria
Explains key Provides a Provides a Provides a cursory | Provides a
factors of quality | comprehensive thorough explanation of superficial

of life in country
(31.2.2,3.1.2.3,
3.1.2.7)

explanation of
factors of quality
of life

explanation of
factors of quality
of life

factors of quality
of life

explanation of
factors of quality
of life

Accesses and Retrieves Retrieves relevant | Retrieves suitable | Retfrieves trivial
retrieves pertinent information on information on information on
information information on quality of life in quality of life in quality of life in
(3.5.75,3.5.7.2) quality of life in daily life. daily life. daily life.

daily life.
Communicates Use of technology | Use of technology | Use of technology | Use of technology

information
(3.5.8.4,3.58.5)

enhances the
communication for
the audience and
purpose.

supports the
communication for
the audience and
purpose.

partially supports
the communication
for the audience
and purpose.

interferes with
the communication
for the audience
and purpose.




Peer Review Poster Checklist

Criteria

Yes

No

Here's how the poster can be even better:

The information on the poster is
accurate

There is enough information on
my poster to cover the
characteristics of qualities of
life

There is information on
transportation, family roles,
employment, transportation,
decision making, public services

The words are easy to read

The pictures make sense with
the words

The pictures are big enough to
see

The words are big enough to
read from a distance




	* These activities would best follow some previous work with the concept of Quality of Life. 
	 

