
Conflicting Ideologies: Events of the Cold War 
CARC Social Studies 

Please note, all support materials are after the lesson plan template and begin on page 5.  Each support page is linked in the lesson plan.  Click on the red 

push pin ( ) in each support page to return to the lesson plan template. 

Grade Level 12 (30-1) Related Issue 2 

To what extent is resistance to liberalism justified? 
 
General Outcome:  
Students will assess impacts of, and reactions to 
principles of liberalism 

Time Frame Class dependant Enduring Understanding 
(purpose of the lesson) 

Students analyze ideological conflict by researching 
events of the Cold War then choosing and ranking the 10 
most significant events.   
 

 
Developed By 

 
Justin Holt 
 

Critical 
Challenge/Big 
Idea 

Select and rank the 10 most significant events of the cold war and justify your ranking. 

 
Other Questions of 
Inquiry 
 

What was the significance of each of the 32 events given in the cold war? 

 
Values and Attitudes  

Outcomes 
 
2.2 appreciate how citizens and citizenship 
are impacted by the promotion of 
ideological principles (C, TCC) 
2.3 appreciate that individuals and groups 
may adhere to various ideologies (I, C, 
PADM) 

 

 
Knowledge and Understanding 

Outcomes 
 
2.9 evaluate ideological systems that rejected 
principles of liberalism (Communism in the 
Soviet Union, fascism in Nazi Germany) (PADM, 
TCC, LPP) 
2.10 analyze how ideological conflict shaped 
international relations after the Second World 
War (expansionism, containment, deterrence, 

 
Skills and Processes  

Outcomes 
 
develop skills of critical thinking and creative 
thinking 
S.1.1 evaluate ideas and information from multiple 
sources 
 
develop skills of historical thinking 
S.2.2 analyze connections among patterns of historical 
change by identifying cause and effect relationships  



 brinkmanship, détente, nonalignment, 
liberation movements) (PADM, TCC, LPP) 

 

S.2.4 evaluate the impact of significant historical periods 
and patterns of change on the contemporary world 
S.2.7 develop a reasoned position that is informed by 
historical and contemporary evidence 
 
apply the research process 
S.7.1 develop, express and defend an informed position 
on an issue 
S.7.3 draw pertinent conclusions based on evidence 
derived from research 
S.7.6 integrate and synthesize argumentation and 
evidence to provide an informed opinion on a research 
question or an issue of inquiry  
S.7.8 select and analyze relevant information when 
conducting research 

�​ S.7.12 record relevant data for acknowledging 

sources of information, and cite sources correctly 

�​ S.7.13 respect ownership and integrity of 

information 
 
demonstrate skills of oral, written and visual 
literacy 
S.8.1 communicate effectively to express a point of view 
in a variety of situations 
S.8.5 use a variety of oral, visual and print sources to 
present informed positions on issues 
S.8.7 use appropriate presentation software to 
demonstrate personal understandings  

 
Note: Outcomes S.7.8, S.7.12 and S.7.13 are not summatively assessed in this activity and therefore the numbers to not appear in bold 

above.  The task and rubric can be modified to assess these outcomes. 
 

Summative 
Assessment 
Strategies 

Conflicting Ideologies Rubric 



Introductory 
Activity/ 
The Hook 

 
Activity 1: Cold War Overview 
 

1.​ Give students an overview of the events of the cold war to aid them in their critical inquiry project.  The accompanying 
PowerPoint may be useful. 

 
 
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Strategies and 
Activities 
 

​
 
Activity 2: Research (see Events of the Cold War Assignment Sheet below) 
 

2.​ Have students research the 32 events of the cold war listed in the assignment.  Ensure students are aware they must 
retain bibliographic information for their final product.  Emphasize that they will need to find information on the following 
criteria for judgment:  

●​ Lasting Impact  
-​ how deeply were people affected? 
-​ how long lasting were the effects? 

●​ Significance of Change  
-​ how important was the event to the people of the time? 
-​ how did it change/affect society? 

●​ Magnitude  
-​ how many people were affected? 

●​ Historical Significance 
-​ how does it help us understand issues and events of today? 

 
(Cold War Research chart below may help students organize their information for judgment) 
 
This aspect can be done in partner groups if it is not summatively assessed. 

 
3.​ Students place events on a timeline according to when the event began to help them understand the cause-effect 

sequence. 
​
 
Activity 3: Choosing and Ranking Events 
 

4.​ Students must select the 10 most significant events in accordance with the criteria for judgment above, and be able to 
justify their choices. 
   

5.​ Students must then find an image for each of the ten events for use in their presentation.  Bibliographic information 
must be attained for images.  Possible sites for student use with copyright-free images are 
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons and http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page.  

http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


​
 

Activity 4: Presenting Events 
6.​ In a multimedia format (PowerPoint, Moviemaker, Photostory, etc.), students create a presentation that includes each of 

the top 10 events that best reflect the struggle of competing ideologies.  Requirements for the presentation include: 
●​ An image of each event 
●​ An explanation of why each image was chosen 
●​ A bibliographic reference of resources for information and images 
●​ An explanation of why those 10 events best reflect the struggle of competing ideologies according to the criteria 

 
Formative 
Assessment 
Strategies 

 
Teachers can review Cold War Research chart to monitor student progress. 
Timeline 

 
Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development   
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 



 
 

Conflicting Ideologies Rubric 
 

Level 
 

Criteria 
Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited 

 
Analyze effects of 
ideologies on key 
events (2.10, S.2.2, 
S.2.4) 

 
Insightful 
examination of causes 
and effects of events 
of the cold war as a 
result of ideologies 

 
Thoughtful 
examination of causes 
and effects of events 
of the cold war as a 
result of ideologies 

 
Predictable 
examination of causes 
and effects of events 
of the cold war as a 
result of ideologies 

 
Trivial examination of 
causes and effects of 
events of the cold war 
as a result of 
ideologies 
 

 
Develop position 
(S.2.7, S.7.3, S.7.6) 

 
Astute position based 
on historical evidence 

 
Relevant position 
based on historical 
evidence 

 
Appropriate position 
based on historical 
evidence 

 
Unfocused position 
based on historical 
evidence 
 

 
Justifies ranking 
(S.7.1) 

 
Compelling 
justification based on 
evidence 
 

 
Convincing 
justification based on 
evidence 

 
Believable 
justification based on 
evidence 

 
Weak justification 
based on evidence 
 

 
Communicates 
ideas 
(S.8.1, S.8.5, S.8.7) 
 

 
Presentation methods 
(oral and multimedia) 
enhance the 
message 
 

 
Presentation methods 
(oral and multimedia)  
supports the 
message 

 
Presentation methods 
(oral and multimedia) 
partially supports 
the message 

 
Presentation methods 
(oral and multimedia) 
interferes with the 
message 

 
 



CONFLICTING IDEOLOGIES – EVENTS OF THE COLD WAR 
 

ASSIGNMENT 

 
A.​ RESEARCH: You are to research each of the following events and give a brief description/account of each.  

Record information for your bibliography. 

 

1.​ Truman Doctrine 
2.​ Boycott of the 1980 Olympics 
3.​ Marshall Plan 
4.​ Division of Germany 
5.​ Cuban Missile Crisis 
6.​ Berlin Airlift 
7.​ Tiananmen Square 
8.​ Berlin Wall 
9.​ Sputnik 
10.​Moon Landing 
11.​ ICBM 
12.​Arms Race & MADD 
13.​Bay of Pigs 
14.​Korean War 
15.​Creation of Comecon 
16.​Hungarian Uprising 1956 

17.​Czechoslovakia Uprising 1968 
18.​Creation of NATO 
19.​Vietnam War 
20.​SALT & START 
21.​Berlin Blockade 
22.​U2 Incident 
23.​McCarthyism – Red Terror 
24.​Russian invasion of Afghanistan 
25.​US missiles in Turkey 
26.​ Iran-Contra Affair 
27.​Creation of Warsaw Pact 
28.​Solidarity movement in Poland 
29.​Hungarian Independence 
30.​Collapse of the Berlin wall 
31.​NORAD 
32.​Boycott of the 1984 Olympics 

 

Remember: 

For events to be historically significant they must meet the following criteria…. 

●​ Lasting Impact – How deeply were people affected?  How long-lasting were the effects? 

●​ Significance of Change - How important was it to the people of the time? How did it change/affect 

society? 

●​ Magnitude - How many people were affected? 

●​ Historical Significance - How does it help us understand issues and 

events of today? 

 

B.​ TIMELINE: Place each of the events on a time-line.  If an event takes place over a period more than a year, 

then you always place it on the time-line according to when the event began. 

 

C.​ RANKING: Of the 32 significant events of the Cold War, you are required to select the ten most significant 

events of the Cold War that reflect the struggle between ideologies.  For each event that you choose, you will 

be required to complete the following: 

 

●​ Choose an image for each of your ten events 

●​ Defend your choices  

 

Final Presentation 

 

1.​ An image of each of the final 10 events that you have chosen in a multimedia format 

2.​ Explanation as to why those 10 images were chosen 

3.​ Written/oral explanation as to why those 10 events best reflect the struggle of competing ideologies (can 

be in the form of a voice-over depending on the multimedia format you chose) 

4.​ Bibliographic reference for each image and information 

 

 



Cold War Research 
Event and Date Lasting Impact Significance of  

Change 
Magnitude Historical Significance Ranking 

Truman Doctrine 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Boycott of the 
1980 Olympics 
Date: 
 
 

     

Marshall Plan 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Division of 
Germany 
Date: 
 
 

     

Cuban Missile 
Crisis 
Date: 
 
 

     

Berlin Airlift 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Tiananmen 
Square 
Date: 
 
 

     

Berlin Wall 
Date: 
 
 
 

     



Event and Date Lasting Impact Significance of  
Change 

Magnitude Historical Significance Ranking 

Sputnik 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Moon Landing 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

ICBM 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Arms Race and 
MADD 
Date: 
 
 

     

Bay of Pigs 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Korean War 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Creation of 
Comecon 
Date: 
 
 

     

Hungarian 
Uprising 1956 
Date: 
 
 
 

     



Event and Date Lasting Impact Significance of  
Change 

Magnitude Historical Significance Ranking 

Czechoslovakia 
Uprising 1968 
Date: 
 
 

     

Creation of NATO 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Vietnam War 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

SALT and START 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Berlin Blockade 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

U2 Incident 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

McCarthyism – 
Red Terror 
Date: 
 
 

     

Russian Invasion 
of Afghanistan 
Date: 
 
 
 

     



Event and Date Lasting Impact Significance of  
Change 

Magnitude Historical Significance Ranking 

US Missiles in 
Turkey 
Date: 
 
 

     

Iran-Contra Affair 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Creation of 
Warsaw Pact 
Date: 
 
 

     

Solidarity 
Movement in 
Poland 
Date: 
 

     

Hungarian 
Independence 
Date: 
 
 

     

Collapse of the 
Berlin Wall 
Date: 
 
 

     

NORAD 
Date: 
 
 
 

     

Boycott of the 
1984 Olympics 
Date: 
 
 

     

 



COLD WAR TIMELINE 
 
 
 
 


