
The Cold War

1945 to 1991



ORIGINS OF THE COLD 
WAR

⬥ After being Allies during WWII, the U.S. and 
U.S.S.R. soon viewed each other with increasing 
suspicion

⬥ Their political and economic differences created a 
climate of icy tension that plunged the two 
countries into an era of bitter rivalry known as 
the Cold War

The Cold War would dominate global 
affairs from 1945 until the breakup of the 

USSR in 1991



POLITICAL DIFFERENCES

⬥ At the heart of the tension was a fundamental 
difference in political and economic systems 

    America is a 
democracy that has 
a capitalist economic 
system, free elections 
and competing 
political parties

✔ Opportunity for all

    In the U.S.S.R., the 
sole political party – 
the Communists – 
established a 
totalitarian regime 
with little or no 
rights for the citizens

✔ Fairness and Equality 
for all

  



Yalta

⬥ Feb  1945
⬥ Big Three

– FDR
– Churchill
– Stalin

⬥ Agreement to govern Germany 
jointly
– Allied Control Council



⬥ Yalta and Potsdam Conferences were the last 
of the wartime allied conferences. They dealt 
mainly with the settlement of post-war Europe 
and how Germany was to be governed. 

Between the two conferences many things had 
changed.

1. The Red Army controlled most of Eastern 
Europe.  (buffer zone)

2. Britain had a new Prime Minister
3. America had a new President
4. The war had ended in Europe and was 

close to ending in the Pacific



Potsdam

⬥ July  1945
⬥ Big Three

– Harry S. 
Truman

– Clement Atlee
– Stalin



Iron Curtain Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvax5VUvjWQ

⬥ The concept of the Iron Curtain 
symbolized the ideological fighting and 
physical boundary dividing Europedividing 
Europe into two separate areas from the 
end of World War IIdividing Europe into two 
separate areas from the end of World War 
II in 1945 until the end of the Cold War in 
1991. On either side of the Iron Curtain, 
states developed their own international 
economic and military alliances.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvax5VUvjWQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


SOVIETS DOMINATE 
EASTERN EUROPE

⬥ The Soviet Union suffered an estimated 20 
million WWII deaths, half of whom were 
civilian

⬥ As a result they felt justified in their claim to 
Eastern Europe

⬥ Furthermore, they felt they needed Eastern 
Europe as a buffer against future German 
aggression



CONTAINMENT 
POLICY



⬥ Containment was a United States was a United 
States policy using military, economic, and 
diplomatic strategies to temper the spread of 
Communism, enhance America’s security and 
influence abroad, and prevent a "domino effect".

⬥ The domino theory was a foreign policy was a 
foreign policy theory during the 1950s to 1980s, 
promoted at times by the government was a foreign 
policy theory during the 1950s to 1980s, promoted at 
times by the government of the United States was a 
foreign policy theory during the 1950s to 1980s, 
promoted at times by the government of the United 
States, that speculated that if one land in a region 
came under the influence of communism, then the 
surrounding countries would follow in a domino 
effect. 

⬥ The domino theory was used by successive United 
StatesThe domino theory was used by successive 
United States administrations during the Cold War to 
clarify the need for American intervention around the 
world.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_policy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domino_effect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domino_effect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


Truman Doctrine
⬥ Truman had been horrified at the pre-war Allied policy of 

appeasement and was determined to stand up to any Soviet 
intimidation.

⬥ The Truman Doctrine in March 1947 promised that the 
USA “would support free peoples who are resisting 
subjugation by armed minorities or by outside 
pressures”. Triggered by British inability to hold the line in 
Greece, it was followed by aid to Greece and Turkey, and 
also money to secure upcoming elections in Italy and the 
advance of Communist trade unions in France.

⬥ It signalled the end of “isolationst” policies.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmQD_W8Pcxg&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmQD_W8Pcxg&feature=related


Marshall Plan
⬥ On June 5, U.S. Secretary of State George Marshall 

– proposes a massive aid program to rebuild Europe from the 
ravages of World War II. 

⬥ The Marshall Plan reflected the strength of the US 
economy and offered huge sums to enable the war 
shattered economies of Europe to rebuild and, by 
generating prosperity, to reject the appeal of Communism, 
Czechoslovakia showed interest in receiving Marshall Aid 
but was blocked by Russia.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUt7Lr3lubc&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pUt7Lr3lubc&feature=related


COMECON
⬥ Soviet response to Marshall plan (1949)
⬥ Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (aka – 

Molotov Plan)
⬥ Stalin believed that economic integration with the 

West would allow Eastern Bloc countries to escape 
Soviet control, and that the US was trying to buy a 
pro-US re-alignment of Europe.

⬥ The Soviet system was as much dependent upon 
creating a self-contained economic bloc as it was in 
maintaining a repressive political system.

⬥ Stalin therefore prevented Eastern Bloc nations from 
receiving Marshall Plan aid.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Bloc


Communist Takeover in 
Czechoslovakia

⬥ In early 1948, following reports of strengthening 
"reactionary elements", Soviet operatives executed a coup 
d'état of 1948 in Czechoslovakia, the only Eastern Bloc 
state that the Soviets had permitted to retain democratic 
structures.

⬥ Pro-western President forced to resign, new constitution 
ratified

• Complete takeover by Czech communist

⬥ The public brutality of the coup shocked Western powers 
more than any event up to that point, set in a motion a 
brief scare that war would occur and swept away the last 
remnants of opposition to the Marshall Plan.



NATO
⬥ Britain, France, the United States, 

Canada and eight other western 
European countries signed the North 
Atlantic TreatyBritain, France, the 
United States, Canada and eight 
other western European countries 
signed the North Atlantic Treaty of 
April 1949, establishing the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a 
mutual defense pact.

⬥ This was to help defend against or 
deter communist aggressions within 
Europe.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO


WARSAW PACT
⬥ In May 1955, the USSR established the Warsaw 

Treaty in response to the integration of the Federal 
Republic of Germany into NATO.

⬥ Nevertheless, for 36 years, NATO and the Warsaw 
Treaty never directly waged war against each other in 
Europe; but the United States and the Soviet Union 
and their respective allies contained each other in 
Europe, while working and fighting for influence 
within the wider Cold War (1945–91) all over the 
world.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


CRISIES AND 
PROXY WARS OF 
THE COLD WAR 

ERA



Berlin Blockade (1948-49)
⬥ One of the first major crises of the Cold War 

⬥ West Berlin, as an outpost of Western democracy and 
economic success deep within the Communist zone, was 
both a nest of spies for both sides and a constant challenge 
to the Soviets.

⬥ Stalin instituted the Berlin Blockade – June 1948, 
preventing food, materials and supplies from arriving in 
West Berlin 

⬥ Stalin’s aim was to force the western powers to allow the 
Soviet zone to start supplying Berlin with food and fuel, 
thereby giving the Soviets practical control over the entire 
city.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union


Berlin Airlift

⬥ All of the necessities for the city's 2.5 million residents 
had to enter the city by air. 

⬥ By the spring of 1949, the effort was clearly succeeding, 
and by April the airlift was delivering more cargo than 
had previously flowed into the city by rail.

⬥ The success of the Airlift was to be humiliating to the 
Soviets, who had repeatedly claimed it could never work.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqHqsYiUEwY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqHqsYiUEwY


Berlin Airlift – The Results
⬥ The airlift marked a rise in tensions between the West and the 

Soviets, but it also helped heal divisions left by World War II. 

⬥ Almost immediately, The United States, Great Britain, and 
France shifted from Germany's conquerors to its protectors. 

⬥ "The airlift was the starting point for Germany's inclusion in 
the West and for the reconciliation with the Western powers," 
Berlin Mayor Eberhard Diepgen says. 

⬥ Allied cooperation paved way for formation of new military 
alliance,  North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO



CHINESE CIVIL WAR: 
1944-1947

⬥ After Japan left China at the end of the War, Chinese 
Nationalists and Communists fought a bloody civil war

⬥ Despite the U.S. sending $ billions to the Nationalists, the 
Communists under Mao won the war and ruled China

⬥ Chiang and the Nationalists fled China to neighboring 
Taiwan (Formosa)

⬥ Mao established the People’s Republic of China

MAO



AMERICA STUNNED

⬥ The American public was shocked that China had 
fallen to the Communists

⬥ Many believed containment had failed and 
communism was expanding

⬥ American fear of communism and communist 
expansion was increasing



The Red Scare

⬥ At the height of WWII, about 80,000 Americans 
claimed membership in the Communist Party

⬥ Some feared that the first loyalty of these American 
Communists was to the Soviet Union

⬥ Overall, Americans feared communist ideology, a 
world revolution and Soviet expansion



The Red Scare

⬥ The most famous and influential anti-Communist 
activist was Senator Joseph McCarthy, a Republican 
from Wisconsin

⬥ McCarthy took advantage of people’s concern about 
Communism by making unsupported claims about 
thousands of influential people across the U.S. 

⬥ The “Red Scare”, (aka. McCarthyism) dominated US 
politics for several years 1948-53



Korean War, 1950-1953

⬥ On June 25, North Korean communist forces cross the 
38th parallel and invade South Korea. 

⬥ On June 27, Truman orders U.S. forces to assist the 
South Koreans 

⬥ The U.N. Security Council condemns the invasion and est’d 
a 15-nation fighting force. 

⬥ Chinese troops enter the conflict by year's end. 
⬥ Cease fire eventually brings war to close by 1953 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hh0hyALDW7Y

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP8A_QrYO6o&NR=1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hh0hyALDW7Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP8A_QrYO6o&NR=1


1956 - Khrushchev's 
De-Stalinization

⬥ In a speech, February 14, Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev denounces the policies of Stalin. 

⬥ De-Stalinization spelled an end to the role of 
large-scale forced labor in the economy

⬥ He rejects the Leninist idea of the inevitability of 
war and calls for a doctrine of "peaceful 
coexistence" between capitalist and communist 
systems. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_camp


THE HUNGARIAN 
UPRISING

⬥ Dominated by the Soviet Union since the end of 
WWII, the Hungarian people rose up in revolt in 
1956

⬥ Led by Imre Nagy, the liberal Communist leader of 
Hungary, the people demanded free elections and 
the end of Soviet domination

⬥ The Soviets’ response was swift and brutal – 30,000 
Hungarians were killed (including Nagy) as the 
Soviets reasserted control



1959 - Castro takes 
power

⬥ January 1, 1959 leftist forces under Fidel 
Castro overthrow Fulgencio Batista 

⬥ Castro nationalizes the sugar industry and 
signs trade agreements with the Soviet 
Union. 

⬥ The next year, Castro seizes U.S. assets on 
the island. 



1960 - The U-2 
Affair

• On May 1, an American high-altitude U-2 spy 
plane is shot down on a mission over the Soviet 
Union. 

• After the Soviets announce the capture of pilot 
Francis Gary Powers, the United States recants 
earlier assertions that the plane was on a 
weather research mission. 

• Suffering major embarrassment, Eisenhower 
was forced to admit the truth behind the 
mission and the U-2 program, although he 
refused to publicly apologize to Khrushchev. 

• This refusal caused the rise in tension between 
the two super-powers.



1961 - Bay of Pigs  
⬥ U.S.-organized invasion force of 1,400 

Cuban exiles is defeated by Castro's 
government forces on Cuba's south coast 
at the Bay of Pigs.

 
⬥ Launched from Guatemala in ships and 

planes provided by the United States, the 
invaders surrender on April 20 after 
three days of fighting. 

⬥ Kennedy takes full responsibility for the 
disaster. 



1961 - Berlin Wall

⬥ On August 15, communist authorities 
begin construction on the Berlin Wall to 
prevent East Germans from fleeing to 
West Berlin. 



Brinkmanship
⬥ Brinkmanship is the practice of pushing a dangerous 

situation to the verge of disaster in order to achieve the most 
advantageous outcome.

⬥ This maneuver of pushing a situation to the brink succeeds 
by forcing the opponent to back down and make 
concessions. This might be achieved through diplomatic 
maneuvers by creating the impression that one is willing to 
use extreme methods rather than concede. 

⬥ During the Cold WarDuring the Cold War, the threat of 
nuclear forceDuring the Cold War, the threat of nuclear force 
was often used as such an escalating measure. Adolf Hitler 
also instituted brinkmanship conspicuously during his rise to 
power.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brinkmanship_(Cold_War)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler


1962 - Cuban Missile Crisis
⬥ After Bay of Pigs invasion, the Soviet Union 

installed nuclear missiles in Cuba. 

⬥ After U-2 flights Kennedy ordered a naval 
blockade of Cuba on October 22 until the 
Soviet Union removed its missiles. 

⬥ Khrushchev threatened war if the Soviet ships 
were stopped, boarded, or fired upon.

⬥ On October 28, the Soviets agreed to remove 
the missiles, defusing one of the most 
dangerous confrontations of the Cold War. 



JFK in Berlin - 1963

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hH6nQhss4Yc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hH6nQhss4Yc


Vietnam War
⬥ After a long siege, Vietnamese communists under Ho Chi 

Minh defeat French colonial forces at Dien Bien Phu on 
May 7, 1954. 

⬥ In July, the Geneva Accords divide the country at the 
17th parallel, creating a North and South Vietnam. 

⬥ The United States assumes the chief responsibility of 
providing anti-communist aid to South Vietnam. 



1968 - Prague Spring
⬥ On January 5, reformer Alexander Dubcek came to 

power as general secretary of the Communist Party in 
Czechoslovakia, “pledging reforms and  democratization”

⬥ The Prague Spring movement swept across the country. 

⬥ Soviet and Warsaw Pact leaders sent 650,000 troops in 
August. 

⬥ Dubcek  arrested and hard-line communists restored to 
power. 



⬥ In September 1968, one month after the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, Brezhnev outlined the Brezhnev 
Doctrine, in which he claimed the right to violate 
the sovereignty of any country attempting to 
replace Marxism-Leninism with capitalism. During 
the speech, Brezhnev stated:

Brezhnev Doctrine -1968

“When forces that are hostile to socialism try to turn the development of 
some socialist country towards capitalism, it becomes not only a problem 
of the country concerned, but a common problem and concern of all 
socialist countries.”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact_invasion_of_Czechoslovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact_invasion_of_Czechoslovakia


Detente
⬥ Nixon and Brezhnev proclaimed a new era of 

"peaceful coexistence" and established the 
groundbreaking new policy of détente (or 
cooperation) between the two superpowers.

⬥ Détente is the easing of strained relations, 
especially in a political situation. The term is 
often used in reference to the general easing of 
relations between the Soviet Union is the easing 
of strained relations, especially in a political 
situation. The term is often used in reference to 
the general easing of relations between the Soviet 
Union and the United States is the easing of 
strained relations, especially in a political 
situation. The term is often used in reference to 
the general easing of relations between the Soviet 
Union and the United States, a thawing at a 
period roughly in the middle of the Cold War.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9tente
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


1972 – 
Nixon visits China
⬥ Nixon becomes the first U.S. president to 

visit China, meeting with Mao Tse-tung on 
February 21. 

⬥ The two countries issue a communique 
recognizing their "essential differences" 
while making it clear that "normalization 
of relations" was in all nations' best 
interests. 

⬥ The renewal of friendly relations changes 
the balance of power with the Soviets. 



SALT I and II
⬥ The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks refers to two 

rounds of talks and corresponding international 
treaties involving the United States and the Soviet 
Union-the Cold War superpowers—on the issue of 
armament control. 

⬥ There were two rounds of talks and agreements: 
SALT I (1972) and SALT II. (1979)



Helsinki Accords (1975)
⬥ The Helsinki Accords or Helsinki Declaration, was a signed 

declaration in an attempt to improve relations between the 
Communist bloc and the West. Thirty-five states, including 
the USA, was a signed declaration in an attempt to improve 
relations between the Communist bloc and the West. 
Thirty-five states, including the USA, Canada, was a signed 
declaration in an attempt to improve relations between the 
Communist bloc and the West. Thirty-five states, including 
the USA, Canada, and all European states  signed the Accords.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_states


1979 - Afghanistan

⬥ December 25, 100,000 Soviet troops 
invaded Afghanistan as communist Babrak 
Karmal seized control of the government. 

⬥ U.S.-backed Muslim guerrilla fighters 
waged a costly war against the Soviets for 
nearly a decade before Soviet troops 
withdraw in 1988. 

⬥ Afghanistan—the Soviet “Vietnam”



1980 - Solidarity
⬥ On August 14, Lech Walesa led massive strikes 

at the Lenin shipyards in Gdansk, Poland. 

⬥ The strikes soon spread to other cities and 
formed the nucleus of the Solidarity movement. 

⬥ The communist government conceded to worker 
demands on August 31, and recognized their 
right to form unions and strike. 

⬥ First signs of cracks in the Soviet communist 
system



1983 - Star Wars

⬥ March 23, Reagan outlined his Strategic 
Defense Initiative, or "Star Wars," a 
space-based defensive shield that would 
use lasers and other advanced technology 
to destroy attacking missiles far above 
the Earth's surface. 

⬥ Soviets accuse the U.S of violating the 
1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty. 

⬥ Soviets forced to spend heavily to match 
the program causing near economic 
collapse.



1985 - Gorbachev 
comes to power

⬥ On March 11, Mikhail Gorbachev 
came to power in the Soviet 
Union.

⬥ Gorbachev ushered in an era of 
reform.
– perestroika 

• Economic reform- restructuring
– glasnost

• means openness, allowed greater 
free expression and criticism of 
Soviet policies

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjWDrTXMgF8&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjWDrTXMgF8&feature=related


1987 - INF
⬥ On December 8, 1987, Reagan and Gorbachev 

signed the Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty

⬥ It mandated the removal of more than 2,600 
medium-range nuclear missiles from Europe, & 
eliminated the entire class of Soviet SS-20 and 
U.S. Cruise and Pershing II missiles. 



1989 - Berlin Wall falls

⬥ Gorbachev renounced the Brezhnev 
Doctrine, which pledged to use Soviet 
force to protect its interests in Eastern 
Europe. 

⬥ On September 10, Hungary opened its 
border with Austria, allowing East 
Germans to flee to the West. 

⬥ After massive public demonstrations in 
East Germany and Eastern Europe, the 
Berlin Wall fell on November 9, 1989. 



1990 – 
 German unification
⬥ At a September 12 meeting in 

Moscow, the United States, Soviet 
Union, Great Britain, France and the 
two Germanys agreed to end Allied 
occupation rights in Germany. 

⬥ On October 3, East and West 
Germany united as the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 


