Cultural Alphabet Page
CARC Social Studies

2.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and

Grade Level 2 General Outcome appreciation of how geography, culture, language,
heritage, economics and resources shape and
change Canada’s communities.

Enduring Understanding | Students will demonstrate an understanding of life

Time Frame 4 — 5 classes (purpose of the lesson) [ for children in Canadian communities

Developed By Edith Dening

Critical
Challenge/Big
Idea

Create an alphabet page that effectively represents daily life in each of the following
communities: an Inuit community, and Acadian community, and a Prairie community.

Value and Attitude
Outcomes

2.1.1 appreciate the physical and human
geography of the communities studied:
2.1.1.1 appreciate how a community’s physical
geography shapes identity (I, LPP)

Knowledge and Understanding
Outcomes

2.1.2 investigate the physical geography of
an Inuit, an Acadian, and a prairie
community in Canada

2.1.2.7 What is daily life like for children in Inuit,
Acadian and prairie communities (e.g., recreation,
school)? (CC, I, LPP)

Skills and Process
Outcomes

Critical and Creative Thinking
2.S.1.1 distinguish between a fictional and a
factual account about Canadian communities

Oral, Written and Visual Literacy
2.S.8.1 prepare and present information in their
own words, using respectful language

0 2.S.8.4 create visual images for
particular audiences and purposes

Summative
Assessment
Strategies

Alphabet pages (see rubric below)




Introductory
Activity/ The Hook

Mini-lesson on asking powerful questions - see Modeling the Tools: Asking Powerful Questions on the Learn Alberta

website. (See Resource section for information)

Teaching/Learning
Strategies and
Activities

1. Choose books for each community from the Literature Connections list for grade 2. Discuss the geographic,
cultural, economic and resource factors illustrated in the books.

2. Place students in partner groups — stronger students partnered with less stronger students: students will develop
one powerful question to ask their partner, to encourage dialogue about the book in regard to daily life in each
community.

3. Students create powerful questions for each book. Possible criteria for a powerful question:

0 Must be related to the book
0 Must be interesting
0 Be about something that you don't already know.

4. Discuss questions as a class. Decide whether or not they meet the criteria of powerful questions and discuss
possible answers to those questions. Discuss how the geographic, cultural, economic and resource factors
illustrated in the books affect the how the children in each community live.

5. Assign students a letter from the alphabet or have them draw a letter from a container. Try to use letters used
very commonly, i.e., try to avoid letters like “"x”
6. Students then create a powerful illustration of an alphabet page that effectively represents daily life in each of the
following communities. (One page per community)
- An Inuit community
- An Acadian community
- A Prairie community
(to meet the ICT portion of this outcome students must use technology to generate some aspect of this image,
e.g., choosing a particular font for their letter with which they can incorporate their image)
7. Criteria for a powerful illustration could include:
® Accurate (illustration must accurately reflect one or more important aspect of daily life)

® Relevant (pictures chosen must relate to the alphabet letter)
e Visually appealing (illustration must engage the audience through visual impact)
8. Students will also provide written evidence to support their choice of pictures as they represent an important
aspect of daily life.
9. Students can review their work prior to handing it in by either using the “Checklist for Alphabet Page” to check
their own work, or by using the checklist in a peer review situation.



http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/askingpowerfulquestions_mt.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sslc/html/index.html

Learn Alberta. Social Studies Literature Connections K — 12. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from

Resources _
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sslc/html/index.html
Learn Alberta. Modeling the Tools: Asking Powerful Questions. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/askingpowerfulguestions mt.html
Harrison, T. Ted Harrison. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from http://aggv.bc.ca/mansion-madness/artist t harrison.html
(Resources for Inuit community)
Harrison, T. (1989). A Northern Alph . Montreal: Tundra Books.
Grassby, D., S Tooke (illustrator) (2000) A ide Alphabet. Montreal: Tundra Books.
Bannatyne-Cugnet, J., Y Moore (illustrator) (1994) A Prairie Alphabet Montreal: Tundra Books
Formative Partner discussion
Alphabet Page Checklist
Assessn_‘ent Teacher observation
Strategies
Other Alternative Method — signage (sticky) paper from sign stores

Adapted from: Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk)



http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sslc/html/index.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/askingpowerfulquestions_mt.html
http://aggv.bc.ca/mansion-madness/artist_t_harrison.html

Rubric for Alphabet Page

Level
Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited
Criteria
Demonstrates | Image insightfully | Image Image reasonably | Image vaguely
understanding | reflects the daily life | thoughtfully reflects the daily reflects the daily
(2.1.2.7, of the culture reflects the daily life of the culture life of the culture
2.5.1.1) life of the culture

Communicates
evidence
(2.5.8.1)

Offers significant
evidence for the
chosen image

Offers relevant
evidence for the
chosen image

Offers general
evidence for the
chosen image

Offers little
evidence for the
chosen image

Communicates
for purpose
and audience
(2.5.8.4)

Image captures
attention of the
audience

Image keeps the
attention of the
audience

Image partially
holds the
attention audience

Image is unable
to hold the
attention of the
audience




Criteria Chat for Image 1

Checklist for Alphabet Page

Letter

Achieved

Not yet Achieved

Name the community

A sentence describes an
important part of that
community

Letter is clear on page

Catchy illustration (colored)

Criteria Chat for Image 2

Letter

Achieved

Not yet Achieved

Name the community

A sentence describes an
important part of that
community

Letter is clear on page

Catchy illustration (colored)

Criteria Chat for Image 3

Letter

Achieved

Not yet Achieved

Name the community

A sentence describes an
important part of that
community

Letter is clear on page

Catchy illustration (colored)




