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The Case of Conscription 
CARC Social Studies 

Enduring Understanding: 
In this inquiry activity, students investigate the perspective of an English Canadian, a French Canadian or 
a European Canadian in 1939 to debate, from that perspective, whether conscription is a nationalistic or 
an ultranationalistic policy. 
Related Issue 2 
To what extent should national interest be pursued? 
General Outcome 
Students will assess impacts of nationalism, ultranationalism and the pursuit of national interests. 
Specific Outcomes 
Number Heading and Outcome (and bullet where applicable) Criteria  
 
2.6 
 
2.7  
 
 
 
 

knowledge and understanding:    
●​ analyze the relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism 

(PADM, I) 
●​ analyze nationalism and ultranationalism during times of conflict (causes 

of the first and Second world Wars, examples of nationalism and 
ultranationalism from the First and Second World Wars, ultranationalism 
in Japan, internments in Canada, conscription crises) (PADM, TCC, GC, 
LPP) 

analyse 
nationalism and 
ultranationalism  

2.3 
 
 
S.2 
S.2.1 
 
 
S.7 
S.7.5 

knowledge and understanding:  
●​ appreciate multiple perspectives related to the pursuit of national 

interest (TCC, PADM) 
 
develop skills of historical thinking: 
●​ analyze multiple historical and contemporary perspectives within and 

across cultures  
 

apply the research process:   
●​ consult a wide variety of sources, including oral histories, that reflect 

varied viewpoints on particular issues 

analyze 
historical 
perspectives 
 
 

S.1 
S.1.6 
 
 
S.2 
S.2.7 
 
 
S.7 
S.7.1 
S.7.3 
S.7.6  

develop skills of critical thinking and creative thinking:   
●​ synthesize information from contemporary and historical issues to 

develop an informed position 
 
develop skills of historical thinking:   
●​ develop a reasoned position that is informed by historical and 

contemporary evidence 
 
apply the research process:   
●​ develop, express and defend an informed position on an issue 
●​ draw pertinent conclusions based on evidence derived from research 
●​ integrate and synthesize argumentation and evidence to provide an 

informed opinion on a research question or an issue of inquiry  

draw and 
support 
conclusion 

S.8 
S.8.1 
 
S.8.2 
 
S.8.5  
 

demonstrate skills of oral, written ad visual literacy: 
●​ communicate effectively to express a point of view in a variety of 

situations 
●​ use skills of formal and informal discussion and/ or debate to 

persuasively express informed viewpoints on the issue 
●​ use a variety of oral, written and visual sources to present informed 

positions on issues  

communicate 
ideas 
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The Case of Conscription 
Rubric 

 

​
* When work is judged limited or insufficient, the teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to help 
the student improve. 
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       Level  
                         
Criteria 

4 
Excellent 

3 
Proficient 

2 
Adequate 

1 
Limited* 

Insufficient
/ Blank* 

 
Analyses 
nationalism 
and 
ultra-nation
alism 
(2.6, 2.7) 
 

 
Provides an 
in-depth 
analysis of the 
relationship 
between 
nationalism and 
ultranationalism.  
 

 
Provides a 
substantial 
analysis of the 
relationship 
between 
nationalism and 
ultranationalism.  
 

 
Provides a partial 
analysis of the 
relationship 
between 
nationalism and 
ultranationalism.  
 

 
Provides an 
incomplete 
analysis of the 
relationship 
between 
nationalism and 
ultranationalism.  
 

No score is 
awarded: 
insufficient 
evidence of 
student 
performance 
based on the 
requirements 
the task. 

 
Analyses 
historical 
perspectives 
(2.3, S.2.1, 
S.7.5) 
 

 
Provides a 
comprehensive 
examination of 
perspectives in 
the context of 
World War II. 

 
Provides a 
thorough   
examination of 
perspectives in the 
context of World 
War II. 
 

 
Provides a basic   
examination of 
perspectives in 
the context of 
World War II.  

 
Provides a vague   
examination of 
perspectives in the 
context of World 
War II. 

 

 
Draws and 
supports 
conclusion 
(S.1.6, S.2.7, 
S.7.1, S.7.3, 
S.7.6) 

 
Synthesizes 
information to 
develop a 
perceptive 
conclusion based 
on significant 
evidence.  

 
Synthesizes 
information to 
develop a 
convincing 
conclusion based 
on relevant 
evidence. 

 
Synthesizes 
information to 
develop a 
simplistic 
conclusion based 
on general 
evidence. 
 

 
Synthesizes 
information to 
develop a vague 
conclusion based 
on weak 
evidence. 

 
 
 
 

 
Communi-ca
tes 
information 
(S.8.1, S.8.2, 
S.8.5) 
 

 
Communicates 
key information 
in a compelling 
manner to 
skilfully 
persuade the 
audience. 

 
Communicates key 
information in a 
effective manner 
to effectively 
persuade the 
audience. 

 
Communicates 
key information in 
a predictable 
manner to 
appropriately 
persuade the 
audience. 

 
Communicates key 
information in a 
manner that 
does little to 
sustain interest 
to 
inappropriately 
persuade the 
audience. 
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Student Assessment Task 

The Case of Conscription 
 

Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King has just announced a plebiscite asking Canadians to release 
him from his 1939 promise that conscription will not be instituted in Canada.  Different groups in Canada 
see conscription differently.  Some believe conscription is nationalistic and should be instituted while 
others believe conscription is ultranationalistic and should be abandoned.  You will be representing a 
perspective in a town hall meeting to debate whether conscription is a nationalistic idea and should be 
instituted or an ultranationalistic idea and should be scrapped.  The possible perspectives include 
French-Speaking Canadians, English-Speaking Canadians, or Immigrant Canadians from Europe.  You will 
then present your opinion in the summation statement for the debate. 
 

1.​ Analyze Nationalism and Ultranationalism 
Using examples from World War II, determine the relationship between nationalism and 
ultranationalism. 

−​ What examples do you find of each during the war?   
−​ How have different countries shown nationalism and ultranationalism and with what 

result? (historical context) 
 

2.​ Analyze the Historical Perspective:  
Using the news articles found at   
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/newspapers/canadawar/conscription_e.shtml gather 
comprehensive information regarding the perspective you have been assigned.  Include the 
following information:    

−​ What historical/political events influenced the people of your perspective to see 
conscription as they do, i.e., what has occurred in their history to cause them either to 
support or to reject conscription? (background/historical information) 

−​ What evidence supports the idea that conscription is either nationalistic or 
ultranationalistic from your researched perspective?  What specific examples of the 
policies of nationalism or ultranationalism can be found in conscription?  

−​ Provide the incentive given by the government/leaders to want to have the opportunity to 
institute conscription. 

 
3.​ Draw and Support Conclusions: 

From the perspective you researched, was conscription a nationalistic or an ultranationalistic 
policy?   

−​ Give examples to support your conclusion  
−​ Give evidence to refute the other side 

 
4.​ Present Your Findings: 

In a final summative statement at the town hall meeting, persuade the people to vote either for or 
against the possibility of conscription. The presentation may take the format of your choice.  
Options include a written statement, an audio/visual presentation, an oral statement, etc.  

−​ In order to convince your fellow citizens, ensure you address both sides of the argument 
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TEACHER NOTES (Formative Assessment Strategies) 
 
 

1.​ To aid students in analysing nationalism and ultranationalism, have students determine 
the difference between the two concepts and when the turning point between nationalistic 
policies and ultranationalistic policies is reached.  Encourage students to examine the intent of 
policies to help them determine that turning point.  Review with students the information they 
will need to gather to complete a bibliography and the proper format of a bibliography. 

 
2.​ To aid students in analysing historical perspectives, discuss with students the concept of 

historical context.  Ask students what they would need to know if they overhear a piece of a 
telephone conversation in order to understand the context on the other end of the conversation 
in which the comment was made.  Possibilities include what happened before, political, physical, 
social and economic environments; consequences; motive of the people involved; etc. 
 
Have students prepare for the debate by analysing both sides of the conscription debate.  
Organizers such as Preparing for the Debate below may be useful. 

 
3.​ To aid students in drawing and supporting conclusions, have students actually take part in 

the town hall debate.  This will help students to understand the perspectives of the others 
involved in the situation and help them to address the other side when creating their summative 
presentations.  Encourage students to record any claims they did not anticipate in their organizer 
to be addressed in their presentation. 
 

4.​ To aid students in communicating ideas, students can do a practice presentation for a small 
group of peers.  A checklist similar to the Self-Reflection Checklist below can be created to aid in 
feedback. 

 
5.​ To aid students in self-reflection, have them complete the Self-Reflection Checklist at the end 

of completing their task and prior to presentation. 
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Preparing for the Debate 

 
Arguments for  
Conscription  

Refuting Arguments 
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Preparing for the Debate 
 

Arguments Against 
Conscription  

Refuting Arguments 
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Student Self-Reflection Checklist:  

Ultranationalism 
 

Student Name ___________________________________________ Date ________________________ 
 

Criteria Yes Not  
Yet 

Evidence: 

1.  Analyze nationalism and 
ultranationalism 
Examples are provided that clearly 
illustrate both nationalism and 
ultranationalism  

   

There are enough examples to show 
a clear understanding of nationalism 
and ultranationalism 

   

The bibliography is complete and 
accurate in format and content 

   

2.  Analyse historical 
perspectives 
Events that may have had an impact 
on the people of my perspective are 
clearly explained 

   

The effect of those events is obvious 
 

   

The motive of the government are 
accurately and fairly represented 

   

3.  Draws and supports 
conclusions 
The conclusion makes sense with the 
perspective and context. 

   

The evidence to support my 
conclusion is comprehensive and 
appropriate. 

   

The other side’s position is addressed 
and refuted 

   

4.  Communicates Effectively 
The conclusion and evidence 
supporting it is clear to the audience. 

   

The presentation is understandable 
and will convince the townspeople.  
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