
Session #2:

Engaging Students with the Integration 
of Project-based Learning, Multiple 

Intelligences and Web 2.0 Tools
 “Are we preparing kids to write tests for life,

or are we preparing FOR the tests of life”  
***Art Costa, Habits of Mind
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MiddleYearsGuy@Twitter.com  
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http://www.edutopia.org/yes-prep-student-work-assessment-video


What if……

….students were assessed 
by projects THEY created 
versus exams created by 
OTHERS?



Story Time

sschultz@wolfcreek.ab.ca Jordan.galloway@gmail.com 

Teach less, 
learn more
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Let’s Review

Bingo

Galloway Vault

http://www.tagxedo.com/art/ee98098374b743ef
http://www.todaysmeet.com
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGMsT4qNA-c&feature=feedf
http://www.wordle.net
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/839DF6T
https://moodle.org
http://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple_choice_polls/LTk1NDExOTk1Ng


http://www.tagxedo.com/artful/4380dbf26bcd465e
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Retrieved from “What did you
do in school today?”, Canadian
Education Association, 2009

Yup – they are 
disengaged!





I am interested in the topics 
I am learning at school

Secondary

Elementary

And they are
not that interested 

in the topics 
we teach them



What do 
today’s students 
want in their 
learning?



Digital and 
Technological 
Fluency

Communication

Social, Cultural, 
Global and 
Environmental 
Responsibility

Creativity and 
Innovation

1

Critical Thinking, 
Problem Solving 
and Decision 
Making

Collaboration 
and Leadership

Lifelong Learning, 
Personal 
Management and 
Well-Being

STUDE
NT

3R x 7C = 21st 
Century Skills



Questions for the Day:
1. What are the advantages of 

using more “student-directed” 
approaches in your classroom? 
(constructivism)

2. What different ways can we 
implement student-directed 
learning into our classrooms?

3. How can we integrate multiple 
intelligences and web 2.0 into 
this learning?

Learning Outcomes for the Day:
1. I will determine how elements 

of a student-directed classroom 
can engage today’s learners.

2. I will begin to build my toolbox 
of Web 2.0 Tools using Social 
Bookmarking tools (Symbaloo)

3. I will create a big question to 
start my 21st Century Learning 
Project



Brazilian 
Carnival

The
Galloway 

Vault



What about the research?



20 Instructional Strategies
To Engage the Learner❑Graphic Organizers

❑Writing and Reflection
❑Brainstorming
❑Field Trips
❑Debates
❑Visuals
❑Movement
❑Humor and Celebration
❑Music, Rhythm, Rhyme & Rap
❑Cooperative Learning

❑Problem Based Learning
❑Role play/Drama/Charades
❑Summarizing and Notemaking
❑Technology
❑Visualization
❑Games
❑Storytelling
❑Manipulatives/Models
❑Mnemonic Devices
❑Drawing and Artwork

By Marcia Tate



 Instruction



Teach Less, Learn More:
The Singapore Vision

• Teach in ways that help students learn WITHOUT being 
taught

• Leadership encourages inventiveness and far-reaching 
thinking

• PLCs are used as the instrument of change, and become 
“think tanks”

• 2 Big questions: What to teach? and How to teach?
• Less “teacher talk”, less “pour and store”, less “sit and git”
• Using a wider and deeper instructional repertoire
• Examine curriculum to create relevancy(questions/problems)
• With student centered curriculum models, students 

willingingly and assertively take over the ownership of the 
learning experiences



“Tell me and I forget.
Show me and I might remember

Involve me and I learn.”
CONFUCIUS



1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

The Elementary Survey: A snapshot

Why are these 
rated as less effective?

Do we abandon these or
just do them better?



1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

The Secondary Survey: A snapshot

Why are these 
rated as less effective?
Do we abandon these or

just do them better?



What is Intelligence?
“ An intelligence is an 

ability to solve a problem 
or generate new 
products or problems.  
This ability is valued in 
one or more cultural 
settings." 

Howard Gardner, 
FRAMES OF MIND (1983)

“It‘s not how smart you are but how 
you are smart.”



VERBAL/LINGUISTIC
(WORD SMART)
Sensitivity to the sounds, rhythms, 
and meanings of words and language, 
both  written and spoken.

LOGICAL/MATHEMATICAL
(NUMBER SMART)
Capacity to  deal with numbers,
formulae, abstract patterns and
inductive/deductive thinking.

VISUAL/SPATIAL
(PICTURE SMART)
Reliance on sense of sight and 
ability to visualize; includes ability 
to create mental images. 

BODILY/KINESTHETIC
(BODY SMART)
Ability to deal with and 
control body movements 
and handle objects skillfully.

MUSICAL/RHYTHMIC
(MUSIC SMART)
Capacity to recognize and 
produce tonal patterns, sounds, 
pitch, rhythms, and beats.

INTERPERSONAL
(PEOPLE SMART)
Has to do with 
person-to-person 
communication and relationships. 

INTRAPERSONAL
(SELF SMART)
Relates to self-reflection, metacognition, 
awareness of one’s own feelings and 
internal states of being. 

NATURALIST 
(NATURE SMART )
Appreciation for nature and 
ecological issues; recognizes 
patterns in organisms & in nature.

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES
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Let the Construction Begin

1. Symbaloo Homepage
2. 21st Century Learning 

Project (Logistics)





“Those who Fail to Plan
…..Should Plan to Fail.”

Purposeful Planning for Learning:

How do WE plan for Quality Instructional 
Design that will improve student learning 

AND keep the students engaged?

PURPOSE IS EVERYTHING!







Your 21st Century 
Learning Project

1. Brainstorm logistics
2. Pick your grade, subjects, topics/strands
2. Choose a “student centered” theme/problem of interest
3. Look for curricular connections in the learning outcomes
4. Create an “engaging, interesting” title for your project 
5. Think of what “21st Century Skills” your project will   
   address.
6. Think of what “intelligence types” your project will 
   address.
7. Create a big question designed around both your 
   curricular areas and your theme/problem
8. Look for resources

Students are capable of deep understanding and mastery if 
they are allowed to gain knowledge and understanding through 

their strongest intelligences.





Part one: Brainstorm Logistics
Due next month







Think
Big Rocks

Sand
Water



Are we teachers?
• Determining the learning destination
• Creating questions that foster inquiry
• Designing units, backwards
• Determining assessment evidence
• Recognizing the benefits of performance criteria

or are we designers?
Architects of instruction?
Facilitators of learning?



Table Talk

• Which instructional strategies will have 
students directing/controlling their own 
meanings? Their own learning?

• How else can you give control to students 
in the classroom? How can you empower 
them?

• What are the challenges in giving up 
control?

• Are you a “Student-Directed” Teacher? 

Example of Student Directed Learning in the 21st Century 
Classroom:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxKcHF-Zv4s&feature=colike 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxKcHF-Zv4s&feature=colike






Curriculum: 
The Future and 

You

• What kind of curriculum experience will you design?
• Will your curriculum address the essential 

understandings and learning outcomes of the 
program of studies?

• Will your curriculum plan inspire, motivate, and 
engage students?

• Will your curriculum allow for collaboration?
• Will your curriculum meet the needs of the 21st 

century learner?
• Will your curriculum demonstrate creativity and 

innovation in teaching and learning?



Questions for the Day:
1. What are the advantages of 

using more “student-directed” 
approaches in your classroom? 
(constructivism)

2. What different ways can we 
implement student-directed 
learning into our classrooms?

3. How can we integrate multiple 
intelligences and web 2.0 into 
this learning?

Learning Outcomes for the Day:
1. I will determine how elements 

of a student-directed classroom 
can engage today’s learners.

2. I will begin to build my toolbox 
of Web 2.0 Tools using 
Symbaloo

3. I will create a big question to 
start my 21st Century Learning 
Project



1. Finish your exit card
2. Complete the survey monkey survey:

3. Read “Teach less, learn more”, and Part II of 21CSkills 
4. Sign up for Twitter 

5. Construct your “Symbaloo” homepage 
6. Start thinking/planning your 21st Century Learning 

Project (e.g. complete the logistics)

For Next Time:

Wednesday, November 28th: 
Topic: Using Web 2.0 to teach in the 21st Century: Integrating Digital Tools 
for Digital Learners
Description: In order to acquire the essential 21st century skills of communication, 
information and media literacy we need to use the multitude of 21st century 
teaching and learning tools that are available to us.  These tools are helpful in 
enhancing the development of other skills such as critical thinking and problem 
solving, collaboration, and creativity. An essential component to this concept is how 
to integrate digital citizenship into our classrooms so that learning can take place in 
a safe and responsible way.

Next Session:


