
3R x 7C = 21st 
Century Skills

“Tomorrow’s learners will need guides who will take 
them on fundamentally different journeys.”

                 ***Dean Shareski, ATLE Conference 
Brent Galloway, 
Middle Years Program Coordinator
Red Deer College
Brent.galloway@rdc.ab.ca
MiddleYearsGuy@Twitter.com  
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Who are we and why are 
we here?

Networking:
Email/Twitter/Moodle

Let’s PlayBingo



What Are We Dealing 
With in the 21st Century?

Students today can’t prepare ________
to calculate their problems. They depend on their 

_________ which are more expensive.
What will they do when the _________is

dropped and it breaks? They will not be able to 
write.”

BARK

SLATES

SLATE

Teacher’s Conference, 1703



What were the “tools” at the 
turn of the 20th Century?
“Students today depend on these expensive 
fountain pens. They can no longer write 
with a straight pen and nib. We parents 
must not allow them to wallow in such 
luxury to the detriment of learning how to 
cope in the real business world which is not 
so extravagant.”

•               PTA Gazette, 1914



Not long ago in our classrooms 
of the 20th Century?

Ballpoint pens will be the ruin of education 
in our country. Students use these devices 
and then throw them away. The American 
values of thrift and frugality are being 
discarded. Businesses and banks will never 
Allow such expensive items.”

                Federation of Teachers, 1950



What are our targets?

1. To examine various forms of evidence in order to 
determine what is meant by the concept of “21st Century 
Learning”.

2. To define the seven essential skills of 21st Century 
Learning

3. To create a 21st Century Learning project for this year 
that will improve student learning through the integration 
of the seven essential 21st Century Learning Skills

4. To explore various digital learning tools that will help 
better engage our student learners.

5. To determine what we can “let go” as teachers in order to 
work smarter, not harder in the best interests of 
improved student learning 



Brainstorm: 
What is 21st Century 
Learning Anyway?

Today’s Meet:
http://todaysmeet.com/21stcenturylea

rning 

Twitter: #BR21C

http://todaysmeet.com/21stcenturylearning
http://todaysmeet.com/21stcenturylearning


The Galloway Vault

My Story



1. Advance Organizer: Alphabet Graffiti
-list as many kinds of “learning” &“skills” for 21st Century Learning

2. Uncovering the Content
-work in teams of five
-each team will be assigned to a different station in which to 
research (e.g. magazines, books, websites, articles)
Guiding Questions:
1) What are the essential 21st Century skills? What skills will our 
grade one students need by the time they graduate?
2) How do we plan for and assess these skills?
3) How do we teach in order to develop these skills?
4) How do we learn in order to develop these skills?

3. Sharing the Findings: 3 Minute Pause
4. Turn and Talk

1) How intentional is your school about these skills when purposefully 
planning for instruction and assessment?

5. Closure: Alphabet Graffiti – a recap

Key Concept: 
21st Century Skills/21st Century Learning

Let the “Deconstruction” begin…..



Activity: The 7Cs of 21st Century Skills

Using Digital Learning Tools:
Linguistic Representation: 
http://www.wordle.net/

Non-linguistic Representation: 
http://www.taggalaxy.com/

Concept Mapping: http://bubbl.us/

http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.taggalaxy.com/
http://bubbl.us/


21st Century Skills

Assignment to Change the World: Pay it Forward

Is this 21st Century Learning?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRj6ySYLOZI


21st Century Skills

Is this 21st Century Learning?



In Alberta: Inspiring Education

“The Times They Are A Changing”

http://www.inspiringeducation.alberta.ca/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGMsT4qNA-c&feature=feedf


Curriculum Questions
• How will you teach Bridger when he comes to 

your school?
• What will children need to know 10 years from 

now (or 25 years from now)? 
• What defines if a student is successful? What 

is academic success? Who should measure it? 
How often should it be measured? 

• What do today’s students say about the 
curriculum?

• What is the current model of curriculum and 
how will it need to change?

• What are the directions on curriculum from 
Alberta Education?



Retrieved from “What did 
you
do in school today?”, 
Canadian
Education Association, 2009



Engaging Minds
Engaged Instructional Leaders = Engaged Teachers = Engaged Students

Learning Pyramid

School Site Visits

Field Trips

The 7C
s of 2

1st 

Centur
y Skills

Games

Panel of Learners

http://www.twitter.com/


Student 
Engagement 
Surveys



I am interested in the topics 
I am learning at school

Secondary

Elementary





Digital and 
Technological 
Fluency

Communication

Social, Cultural, 
Global and 
Environmental 
Responsibility

Creativity and 
Innovation

1

Critical 
Thinking, 
Problem Solving 
and Decision 
Making

Collaboration 
and Leadership

Lifelong Learning, 
Personal 
Management and 
Well-Being

STUDE
NT





Are you a 21st Century 
Learner?Are you a 21st 

Century Teacher?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-ZVCjfWf8


21st Century Learning means taking 
the best of the 20th Century and 

leaving the rest.

Activity: Start a Bonfire 



Your 21st Century Learning Project

………beginning with the end in mind
For next time…

Read - Part One: What is 21st Century Learning?
Begin thinking about a “21st Century Project”

Next Session: Wednesday, October 24th

Topic: Engaging Students with the integration of Project 
Based Learning, Multiple Intelligences and Web 2.0 Tools



21st Century Learning: Wise Words 

Creativity peaked in the 1990s and 
it has been declining ever since.  

We are in a creativity crisis
…..Bob Pearlman

If you’re comfortable with education 
today, you’re doing something wrong

....Dean Shareski

The illiterate of the 21st century 
will not be those who cannot read 
and write, but those who cannot 
learn, unlearn and relearn.
                   ...Alvin Toffler

Our digital natives are our most 
valuable resources

….Cheryl Lemke

Our classrooms need thin walls to 
allow our students to learn beyond 
the limits of a square classroom

....Will Richardson

Teach less, learn more
....Robin Fogarty

We can only have 21st century learning if 
we have 21st century skills

....Doug Reeves

The  mobile device will be the world’s 
primary connection tool to the internet 
by 2020

….Nicole Lakusta

As teachers we are to never to stop 
learning, for the moment we do, we also 

stop being effective teachers
....Robyn Jackson

A one size fits all factory model and one 
way approach to learning does not work 

for today’s students.
....Trilling and Fader, 21st Century Skills



 
3 Things I Learned from this session about 21st Century Learning:

1. ____________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________

 
2 Things I wish to do differently in the future regarding this topic (Goals):

I will start _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________

I will stop ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

1 Question I have about this topic:
1. ____________________________________________________

Name___________________ School____________________


