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Grade 2
Name of Unit of Study: Crafting Realistic Fiction - Stories Matter

Writing Learning Outcome: Students create and enhance ideas and
information by applying a variety of writing processes.

Text Forms & Structures Learning Outcome: Students explain how the
organization of ideas and information within texts can support the purpose
of messages.

Primary Goals:

1. Students will use ideas inspired by experiences to create a realistic
fiction story.

2. Students will use the structure of beginning, problem, solution, ending
to organize their writing.

3. Students will use the writing process to plan, write, edit, and share their
realistic fiction story.

Secondary Goals:

1. Students will include events to solve the problem of their story to create
the plot.

2. Students will organize their sentences in a logical sequence.

3. Students will incorporate images or features to enhance their realistic
fiction story.

4. Students will use strong verbs and adjectives to add interest and detail
to their realistic fiction story.

5. Students will use punctuation to enhance their realistic fiction story.

6. Students will edit their writing using an editing checklist for:
e Capital letters on first word of sentence, proper nouns, titles
e End punctuation-., ?,!
e Spelling: CVC, CVCe, drop the <e> & add <ing>
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Possible Small Group or Individual Work:

e Editing for spelling for some students
e Students may need support generating ideas for more than 1 event

Lesson Progression:

1. Immersion

2. Immersion

3. Today | want to teach you that realistic fiction stories have a
structure. They go - beginning, problem, events, solution, ending.

4. Today | want to teach you that writers get ideas for realistic fiction
stories from their own lives and expderiences

5. Using a plot diagram to plan how our story will go

6. Beginning your story - notice problem not immediately introduced

7. Beginning - setting the scene - using descriptive details so readers
can visualize the story

8. Better beginnings - use dialogue, tell about the character, give a
hint at the problem

9. Use transition words

10. Use an editing checklist

11.  Authors use interesting features in their writing like different font,
sizes, placement

12.  Ways to make our writing even better - unfreeze people, add
thinking, add a small action

13. Authors add details to their writing - sensory language,
adjectives

14. Authors add details to their writing - use strong verbs

15. Crafting an ending - bring the story full circle, echo the beginning

16. Crafting an ending -bring out the meaning/lesson, solve the
problem

17. How illustrations add to the story - convey character emotions,
give hints, show the passage of time

18. Authors use punctuation in interesting ways: ellipses, em dash

19. Authors vary the kind and length of sentences

20. Prepare for celebration

21. Prepare for celebration

22. Writing celebration
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Other Teaching Possibilities:

Authors use repetition - of a word, sentence

Resources: Mentor texts, professional

Mentor texts:
Kaia & the Bees by Maribeth Boelts
Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall
e A Bike Like Sergios by Maribeth Boelts
Saturday by Oge Mora
Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry
Professional texts:

e Smarter Charts K-2 by Martinelli & Mraz

e The Writing Strategies Book by Serravallo

Reflections:

Adapted from:
Glover, M., & Berry, M. A. (2012). Projecting possibilities for writers: The how, what &
why of designing units of study, K-5. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.



