Alberta Consortia

<or> Suffix (‘One Who')

Please note: This is an overview of information, not a complete guide to everything there is to know about this
morpheme in English spelling.

The suffix <or>is a word forming element used to make nouns of quality, state, or
condition and is used with base elements coming from Latin. In simpler terms, it
describes the nature, characteristic, status, or situation of something.Teachers may
wish to explore <er> at the same time as it can also be used as an agent noun
ending meaning ‘one who' or ‘that which’ performs the action of a verb. <er> is
usually attached to base elements that derive from Old English or Middle English
(Anglo-Saxon).

As we investigate words with an <or> suffix, there is a possibility that we will
encounter <our> as a variation of this. Thanks to Noah Webster's efforts to simplify
English spelling in America, there are both British and American spellings of certain
words.

Suffixing Conventions

As <or> is a vowel suffix, there are several suffixing conventions that we may
encounter when exploring this morpheme with students. Many of the words using
<or> do not make use of these conventions.
e Base words that end with a single, final, non-syllabic <e> (which sometimes
goes by “Magic E” or “Bossy E” or “Silent
E”) (think CVCe words) usually
experience a change (i.e. replace the 0IC7L + Oor — 0IC7LOI"
<e>) when adding a suffix that starts
with a vowel. m07y+ OfF =——— VHO*OF
e Base words that are a single syllable,
contain one vowel, and end with a
single consonant (think CVC words) usually double the final consonant before



adding the vowel suffix to maintain the short vowel sound. These types of
words are usually from Old/Middle English so there are very few (if any) that

take on an <or> suffix.

A Quick Test

A little test that spellers can use to decide if the [er/ in an agent noun is spelled with
an <or> is to remove it from the base and add <ion>. If this makes a new word, it's
spelled <or>. While this doesn’t always work (think <doctor>), it can be helpful for

— +

<or> <lon>

many words.

actor action
inventor invention
Iprmtemtor Iprofecfion
contractor contraction

Let's Read a Book (or Two)

Using a picture book or selection of text (such as a poem) is a great way to introduce
any morphology concept to students. Select a picture book that features <or> as an
agent noun ending. Possible titles include The Word Collector by Peter Reynolds, The
One & Only Dylan St. Claire by Kamen Edwards (where the main character is an
actor), or The Conductor by Laetitia Devernay (wordless picture book). After first
reading the text for enjoyment, select several of the words featuring <or> and create
word sums together, showing how the morphemes work together to make the word.



Teachers can extend this conversation to explore other members of the word family
before moving on to another example from the text (knowing that many of these
words use bound bases).

Change in Meaning/Sense

Show students a collection of words that can have <or> added to them to create a
noun of quality, state, or condition. Ask them what the first word means and then
what the new word means now that <or> has been added. Possible words that could
be used include creator, operator, sculptor, decorator, inspector, or calculator.
Extend the conversation by
looking at the larger word

tract + or — tractor

family these words are part of.

As the words that use <or> m07t/+ or ﬁ mo*or

come from Latin, your

students may discover some

words with bound bases (see Iprea’ + ay+or_) IDdeOI?LOF
image). While it is not required

to explore word families that

deeply, teachers may wish to explore some of these with their students.

Write the Word Sum

Students use their individual white boards and markers to write the word sum for the
agent noun you have written on the board. Once the word sums have been written,
students can turn the boards to show you, or you can ask individual students to write
their responses at the front of the room to share with everyone. Discuss
misconceptions and reinforce spelling conventions of why we spell the word the way

we do.



Memory

Write an agent noun on one index card and the word sum on another. Students turn
all cards face-down and play memory, matching the adjective with its
corresponding word sum. To keep the pair, students must read the word sum aloud.
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For more information, please contact your local consortia office.

“¢-"1Y  Aberta Regional Professional
.(’_C];:}_:]. Development Consortia

D, .
Consortium

4

- provincial francophone

REGIOMAL LEARNING

LR

'. Learnin
03 i I"«.Iel:w.'u.n:.\rI;El

R SO 'ﬁ-'a I L "
eglona g

& Central Alberta

Regional Consortium

‘ Caolgary Reghona |
»-4» Consortium

RAamn
w Consortium

©OE0)



