Alberta Consortia

<er> Suffix (Comparative)

Please note: This is an overview of information, not a complete guide to everything there is to know about this
morpheme in English spelling.

<er> is often thought of as the comparative suffix. This is not the only function of this
suffix; students should be made aware that it can serve other purposes in English
spelling. For example, <er> can also be found in words from German that indicate
repeated or extremely small actions, such as glimmer, clatter, stutter, and flicker.

Students might also discover <er> as an agent noun ending meaning ‘one who' or
‘that which’. For more details about <er> being used in that way please see our
resource <er> Suffix (‘One Who).

Teachers may wish to explore <est> at the same time as <er>. For more information
on this suffix, please see our resource <est> Suffix.

Suffixing Conventions

As <er> is a vowel suffix, there are several suffixing conventions that we may
encounter when exploring this morpheme with students.

e Base words that end with a single, final, non-syllabic <e> (which sometimes
goes by “Magic E” or “Bossy E” or “Silent E”) (think CVCe words) usually
experience a change (i.e. replace the <e>) when adding a suffix that starts
with a vowel.

e Base words that are a single syllable, contain one short vowel, and end with a
single consonant (think CVC words) usually double the final consonant before
adding the vowel suffix to maintain the short vowel sound.

e Base words that end in consonant + <y> usually toggle the <y> to <i> when
adding the <er> suffix.

//H// + er —> littler
bigg+ er — bigger
/'mlp/p//+ Of m— haplpier



Let's Read a Book (or Two)

Using a picture book or selection of text is a great way to introduce any morphology
concept to students. Select a picture book that features <er> as a comparative suffix.
Possible titles include The Big, Bigger, Biggest Book by SAMi or Breezier, Cheesier,
Newest, and Bluest. What are comparatives and superlatives? by Brian P Cleary. After
first reading the text for enjoyment, select several of the words featuring <er> and
create word sums together, showing how the morphemes work together to make the
word. Teachers can extend this conversation to explore other members of the word
family before moving on to another example from the text.

Picture This

Display picture sets or comparison items in one image that students can label with
corresponding word sets. Do several examples as a class before moving to partner
or individual work. You might wish to label one of the pictures and have the students
determine what the other would be.

Write the Word Sum

Students use their individual white boards and markers to write the word sum for the
comparative adjective you have written on the board. Once students have written
the sum, they can turn the boards to show you, or you can ask individual students to
write their response at the front of the room to share with everyone. Discuss
misconceptions and reinforce spelling conventions of why we spell the word the way
we do.


https://arpdc.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Picture-This-er-suffix-1.pdf

Memory

Write a comparative adjective on one index card and the word sum on another.
Students turn all cards face-down and play memory, matching the adjective with its
corresponding word sum. To keep the pair, students must read the word sum aloud.

Find Your Partner

Write a comparative adjective on one index card and the base element on another.
Mix up the cards and pass them out to the students. Students need to find their
partner in the room and then write the word sum that illustrates adding the <er> to
the base. To extend this learning, ask partner groups to brainstorm other words that

would be in the word family of the base word.

Resources
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For more information, please contact your local consortia office.
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