
Vocabulary:
It’s more than just about words

ELAL 4-6 Organizing Idea Overview
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The ARPDC acknowledges Treaty territories 4, 6, 7, 8 and 10 and the many First Nations, Métis and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for generations.  We 
are grateful for the traditional Knowledge Keepers and Elders who are still with us today and those who have gone before us.  We recognize the land as an act of 

reconciliation and gratitude to those on whose territory we reside, work, and play.

Calls to Action

13. We call on Canada to respect the rights 
of Aboriginal people. This includes their 
right to have their languages respected.

CASS - Language

https://images.rawpixel.com/image_1300/czNmcy1wcml2YXRlL3Jhd3BpeGVsX2ltYWdlcy93ZWJzaXRlX2NvbnRlbnQvbHIvcHUyMzU1NzkwLWltYWdlLWt3eXJtZDV2LmpwZw.jpg
https://pacificmountain.ca/wordpress2021/wp-content/uploads/child_friendly_calls_to_action_web.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDBn4ewYUTo&t=255
https://cass.ab.ca/indigenous-education/language/
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Guiding 
Questions

🎯 What universal instructional strategies can support the 
learning outcomes for Vocabulary in the Grades 4 to 6 ELAL 
curriculum?

🎯 How is vocabulary connected to language development, 
including English as an additional language?

Guiding 
Language

😄 Participants will share their thoughts and ideas 
either through the chat or verbally.

😄 Participants will share an item of their L.E.A.R.N. 
in the chat.



L.E.A.R.N.
L I loved…

e I am excited to start…

A I want to ask…

R I am ready to implement…

N My next steps are…



Outline

👉 Organizing Idea and Learning Outcomes
👉 What is Cognitive Overload?
👉 Morphology and Word Origins 
👉 Tier 2 and Tier 3
👉 Figurative Language



Organizing Idea ELAL Grades 4-6



You want to do what?

As you watch this short 
video:

What are you noticing?
What are you thinking?
What are you wondering?

What was 
missing when 
learning this 

word? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izudbDAIM4I


SPEAKING

WRITING
LISTENING

READING

Productive Skills Receptive Skills
INTERACTION

SWIRL



Organizing Idea:  Vocabulary

Communication and comprehension are improved by understanding word 
meaning and structures.

What is another word or phrase for communication?

What is another word or phrase for comprehension?



New ELAL Curriculum

K: Develop vocabulary through a variety of literacy expressions
1: Students analyze word formation and meaning 
2: Students expand vocabulary by connecting morphemes and words to their meaning
3: Students analyze new words and morphemes to enhance vocabulary 
4: Students expand vocabulary and analyze morphemes to communicate multiple meanings
5: Students analyze how knowledge of vocabulary supports meaning and use of language
6: Students evaluate how vocabulary enhances communication and provides clarity

Kindergarten Grade 6Vocabulary
Learning Outcomes

Morpheme: the 
smallest 

meaningful unit 
of language

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en


Vocabulary

Figurative Language

Word origins and 
morphemes

Strategies

Grade 4
Personification, analogy, idiom

Grade 5
Similes, metaphors, analogies

Grade 6
Similes, metaphors, analogies, 

palindrome

Tier 2 and Tier 3 words

Grade 4
Suffixes 

Grade 5
Affixes

Grade 6
Prefixes 

Grade 5
Dictionaries, thesauruses, 

extensive reading

Grade 6
Forms of writing, parts of speech, 
content, context, definition, word 

origins

Influence of word 
origins

Concepts



Tier 2
Figurative Language

Strategies



Once word reading is in place, vocabulary accounts for 80% of variance of reading 
comprehension scores at grade level.

📚 Vocabulary is the link to background knowledge & understanding 

10,000 words comprise 96% of spoken English, however 
approximately 1,ooo,ooo words are used in contemporary print.

Vocabulary plays a critical role for both early 
reading and later reading (reading to learn).

What do we know about vocabulary?



Esther Park 
Resources

estherparkconsulting.com/free

https://www.estherparkconsulting.com/free


Cognitive Overload



Cognitive Load Theory

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpA6RdE0aYo


Comprehension 

Comes Before 

Production



👉 Affect refers to the outward expression of a person’s 
internal emotions.

👉 A learner who is tense, angry, anxious, or bored may 
‘filter out’ input, making it unavailable for acquisition.

Affective Filter

Working memory (s
hort-te

rm memory) h
as a

 significant role 

to play i
n language development and long term memory.  

Working memory is
 where, cognitive

ly, o
ur brain interprets 

new information and makes co
nnections between new 

information and previous knowledge.



Links Between 
Language Learning 

and Attention

Some learners are unable to 
sustain their focus when 
experiencing an overload and so 
cannot meet the demands of the 
learning experience.

You may notice a combination of 
any of the following behaviours:

👉 Shut down
👉 Seem off task
👉 Fidget with objects
👉 Do not seem to know what they should be doing
👉 Avoid tasks
👉 Want out of the seat
👉 Seem overwhelmed
👉 Requiring constant monitoring to stay on task
👉 Easily sidetracked
👉 Daydreaming or have a blank stare
👉 Get frustrated or discourage easily
👉 Get bogged down by the task
👉 Require lots of breaks
👉 Need more time to complete a task
👉 Have difficulty following the pace of the lesson
👉 Offer irrelevant answers or information





Metacognitive awareness:  the ability to think and reflect on one’s own thinking; 
regulating one’s own thoughts.

Metalinguistic awareness:  understanding, comparing, and expressing the nuances and 
uses of language, including the process of reflecting on the 
features and forms of language(s).

Metacultural awareness:    learners’ sensitivity to and knowledge of their own 
culture(s), its norms, practices, and traditions in relation 
to other cultures.

Meta…

Gottlieb, M. (2021). Classroom assessment in multiple languages: A handbook for teachers. Corwin, A Sage Publishing Company. 

MAKE THE INVISIBLE

VISIBLE



“Stahl and Nagy (2006) suggest the importance of developing students’ word consciousness, a phrase used 
to describe the interest in and awareness of words, which should be a goal of vocabulary instruction…. 

Activities in which students manipulate words, sort words, laugh and giggle about funny words, and choose 
words they want to know about are as important for vocabulary growth as the more academic aspects of 

vocabulary teaching and word learning.”

Word Consciousness

Echevarría Jana, Vogt, M. E., & Short, D. (2017). Making content comprehensible for English learners: The SIOP model. Pearson. 



Examples of Activities that Get Students to Notice
(Note: italicized words are the target/studied vocabulary)

Exercise Directions and Example Items

True - false
(or yes-no)

“Read the statement and write true or false one the line”
1. ___If you have a dozen cookies, you have ten of them.
2. ___If you touch the blade of a knife, you might cut yourself.

Odd-man out
(only one word was recently 
studied; others are assumed 

known)

“Circle the word that is different from the other three.”
1. beetle  approach  bee  caterpillar

2. pilot  slender   waiter  receptionist

Odd-man out
(all 4 words were recently 

studied)

“Circle the word that is different from the other three.”
1. beetle  approach  mosquito caterpillar

2. thin  slender  skinny  portrait

Word forms “Give the verb form of these nouns and adjectives.”
1. perception  - _____
2. persuasive -  _____

Word forms in cloze “Fill in the blank with the correct form of the word in parentheses.”

(perception) 1. No one could ____ any difference between the two drinks.

(persuasive) 2. Blackmail and flattery are two forms of _____.

Original sentences “For each word, write an original sentence that shows you know the meaning of 
the word.”

1. dozen ____________________________

2. skinny ____________________________

Exercise Directions and Example Items

Cloze sentences
(unrelated sentences)

“Fill in the blanks with one of these 10 words:    army, cattle, donkey, foe, 
ivory, lament, oath, portray, tortoise, venom.”

1. Sometimes a snake’s ____ can kill a human being.
2. When a soldier comes across an unknown person, he or she has 

to determine if the unknown person is friend or ____.

Cloze sentences
(related sentences)

“Fill in the blanks with one of these 10 words:    army, cattle, donkey, foe, 
ivory, lament, oath, portray, tortoise, venom.”

Snakes have a bad reputation, but they do not seek to attack.  When a snake 
comes across an unknown object, the snake determines whether the object is 
friend or (1) ____.  If the object is a threat to the snake, the snake will bite 
the object with the intention of injecting its deadly (2) ____.

Error identification “One of the three underlined words is incorrect.  Circle the error and write a 
correction above.”

1. Due to the heavy fog, the fly for Chicago was not able to take off 
on time.

2. The jury found the defendant, who is a grandmother of twelve, 
innocence of the heinous crime, so the judge sentenced her to a 
decade in prison

Answering questions
(target vocabulary are in the 

question)

“Answer these questions.”
___ 1. If you have a dozen doughnuts and then you give five to your friend, 
how many doughnuts do you have?
___ 2. If venom enters a young child’s body, what will happen to the child?

Original story “Write a story about anything you want.  Use 10 of these words in your story: 
army, cattle, donkey, foe, ivory, lament, oath, portray, tortoise, venom.   Give 
your story a title.” 



Multiple opportunities to use vocab 
learned and practice on their own

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mx6MzHYzEfY


Traverse Talk

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUaPYSBi6pI


Language Environment
🎯 Is both a physical and cognitive space.

🎯 Physical space is natural or instructed environments.

🎯 Natural environment refers to settings where language is used to carry 
out daily life.

🎯 Instructed environment is where learner comes to & by language 
through formal instruction.

🎯 Cognitive space refers to what learners are expected to do with the language.

🎯 Interaction demands shape how a learner come to understand and use 
language.

.
Arnett, K. (2018). Access for success: Making inclusion work for language learners. Newmarket, ON: Pearson Canada.

MAKE THE INVISIBLE

VISIBLE

How welcome are students’ home 
languages in the classroom?  

How can students draw on their 
entire linguistic repertoire in their 

learning? 



L.E.A.R.N.
L I loved…

e I am excited to start…

A I want to ask…

R I am ready to implement…

N My next steps are…



Outline

👉 Organizing Idea and Learning Outcomes   
👉 What is Cognitive Overload?
👉 Morphology and Word Origins 
👉 Tier 2 and Tier 3
👉 Figurative Language



From this video and 
your experience, 

what is your 
understanding of 

morphology?

Morphology and Word Origins

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNPzd4VhAHM


Morphology is one of the 
universals of human 

languages

Grammar

Phonology
Set of sound patterns and 
the rules that govern how 

they can be combined

Syntax
Set of rules governing the 

ways in which words can be 
ordered into phrases or 

sentences.

Morphology
Units of meaning that make 
up the words of a language 
and the ways those units of 
meaning can be combined.

Semantics
The meanings that emerge 

from the previous three 
elements:  sounds, word 

meanings, and word-order 
patterns.

Even though the phonology, 
morphology, syntax and semantics 

of every language differ, all 
languages have sounds, words, 

patterns, and meanings.

Lems, K., Miller, L. D., & Soro, T. M. (2017). Building literacy with English language learners: Insights from linguistics. The Guilford Press. 



A Brief History of the 
English Language

👉 Hybrid language

👉 Germanic 
Anglo-Saxon 
spoken in Britain 
roughly between 
5th and 11th 
centuries

👉 French brought 
in by conquering 
Normans

Synonym pairs
(Anglo-Saxon in origin vs 

derived from Latin or Greek)

meet - encounter
ask - inquire
come - arrive

Anglo-Saxon lexicon 
has northern 

European cognate 
relationships

active - activ
man - mann
end - ende

Graeco-Latin lexicon 
of English has 

southern European 
cognate relationships

family - famille
excellent - excellent
different - different 

Cummins, J., & Early, M. (2015). Big ideas for expanding minds: Teaching English Language learners across the curriculum. Oakville, Ontario: Rubicon.



Graeco - Latin

● English derives about 60% 
of its words 

● Used in informational and 
literary texts

● Multisyllabic 
● Made from smaller word 

parts 

Anglo - Saxon

👉 High frequency
👉 Used in everyday 

situations
👉 Short - one or two 

syllables

Anglo-Saxon & Graeco-Latin 
Vocabulary 

Academic Word List

570 word families found 
across academic disciplines

analysis, concept, invoke, 
conceive, define, illustrate

Cummins, J., & Early, M. (2015). Big ideas for expanding minds: Teaching English Language learners across the curriculum. Oakville, Ontario: Rubicon.

EAL students whose first language is a Romance language may be more familiar with the longer word in English than they are with 
the shorter word from German and old English because the longer word is a cognate.  For example, ‘elevation’ vs. ‘height’. ‘Elevation’ 

may be more comprehensible.

https://englishforme.weebly.com/uploads/5/0/8/8/5088721/the_academic_word_list.pdf


The Guardian - January 23, 2015

https://www.theguardian.com/education/gallery/2015/jan/23/a-language-family-tree-in-pictures




English Words from Latinate Origins 
Compared to 

English and Spanish Words

English words from Germanic or 
Old English origin

English word from Latinate 
origin

Spanish word from Latinate 
origin

get
fix

keep
breathe

meet

obtain
repair
retain

respire
encounter

obtenir
reparar
retener
respirar

encontrar

Lems, K., Miller, L. D., & Soro, T. M. (2017). Building literacy with English language learners: Insights from linguistics. The Guilford Press. 



construct
vacation

harbinger
before
tardy
isle

Is it 
Germanic Anglo-Saxon or 

Latin?



English words from Germanic or 
Old English origin

English word 
from Latinate origin

build
holiday

harbinger
before

late
island

construct
vacation

signal
prior
tardy
isle

List of Germanic and Latinate equivalents in English

Is it 
Germanic Anglo-Saxon or Latin?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Germanic_and_Latinate_equivalents_in_English?oldformat=true


Not Filling the Gap - 
But Building a Bridge

seal

sealerreseal

unseal

sealable seals

sealed

sealant

Seal  
1. Define it
2. Word web

To fasten or close 
securely

Designed by Michelle Bence
www.layersofliteracy.com



Word Web



Word Sorts
-tion -sion -tation

revolution

taxation

frustration

participation

solution

transition

nation

tension

passion

mission

vision

plantation

representation

People Weapons Issues

George 
Washington

Thomas 
Jefferson

Thomas Paine

King George

Paul Revere

muskets

rifles

knives

bayonets

taxation

right to bear 
arms

American Revolution - Example 1 American Revolution - Example 2

Echevarría Jana, Vogt, M. E., & Short, D. (2017). Chapter 3. In Making content comprehensible for English learners: The SIOP model.  Pearson. 

https://flippity.net/Manipulatives.htm


Vocabulary Parts Cards

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ahDUxZ_Tda759TaHPIr29VAKvCHCyxG9EyfpGZEaocE/edit#slide=id.g1b63ce004ab_0_338


canoe
cappuccino

twoonie

jumbo

schadenfreude

waltz

“The English language is made up 
of words derived from many 
origins, including:

● Other languages
● Technology
● Place names
● Trademarked products
● Social practices” (Grade 4)

Orgulloso

gigabyte

https://www.etymologynerd.com/infographics.html
https://www.etymologynerd.com/infographics.html
https://www.etymologynerd.com/infographics.html
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZAHh-uI-Kv0CezWVEMjvDI0rg3TyVTVm/preview
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxN4UdtuWf8/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.etymologynerd.com/infographics.html


Cognate - a word with a common or similar meaning in two 
languages and which comes from the same root



Beware!

False cognates Cross-linguistic homographs Cross-linguistic homophones

Words that share a root but 
have different meanings 

because their morphemes 
veered off in different directions 

over time.

Words that share common 
letters but not meanings:

‘p-i-e’ means ‘foot’ in Spanish 
and is pronounced completely 

different from the same word in 
English meaning ‘a sweet 

dessert’.

Words that share common 
sounds but not meanings.

A Persian word pronounced as 
‘party’ means ‘clout’.

Words sound similar, but they 
do not share spellings or 

meanings.

Lems, K., Miller, L. D., & Soro, T. M. (2017). Building literacy with English 
language learners: Insights from linguistics. The Guilford Press. 



L.E.A.R.N.
L I loved…

e I am excited to start…

A I want to ask…

R I am ready to implement…

N My next steps are…



Tier 2 and Tier 3 Vocabulary

Source:  Instagram - Merriam-Webster

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jNlhWfE7IYTWxHidqb1mwA33vrjYbkZP/preview
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzGqxFXOzu3/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


Bricks are the vocabulary specific to 
the content and concepts taught in a 
discipline.

Mortar words and phrases are the 
general utility vocabulary required 
for constructing sentences and 
paragraphs to engage in discussions 
using academic English.  

Buildings are taught at the 
discourse level.  It consists of:

● text type; and 
● pragmatics - knowing 

how to use different 
types of text.

Refers to a unit in language longer than 
a sentence.



TIER 1
High-frequency words used in everyday conversation

TIER 2
General academic vocabulary found in 

academic texts across the curriculum and 
may have multiple meanings

TIER 3
Low-frequency 

specialized academic 
vocabulary

 understand and explain concepts  

Vocabulary needed to 

Tier 1 - 80% of written text

Tier 2 - 8-10% found in informational, 
technical and literary text

Tier 3 - specific to fields of knowledge 
and found mostly in informational textAcademic Word List

Beck, I. L., McKeown, M. G., & Kucan, L. (2013). Bringing words to life, second edition: Robust Vocabulary Instruction. Guilford Publications, Incorporated. 

Concepts

https://englishforme.weebly.com/uploads/5/0/8/8/5088721/the_academic_word_list.pdf
https://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167


New Learn Alberta - 3 Tiers of Vocabulary Resource

Some Criteria for Identifying Tier Two Words

📖 Importance and utility:  Words that are characteristic of 
written text and appear frequently across a variety of 
domains.  For example, categorize  or technique. 

📖 Conceptual understanding:   Words for which students 
understand the general concept but provide precision and 
specificity in describing the concept.  For example, 
hindrance or sufficient.

📖 Instructional potential:  Words that are more than 
one-dimensional, and offer a variety of context and uses to 
explore.  For example, establish means “to start”, “to put 
on a firm basis”, “to put beyond a doubt”.

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/public/implsupport/Vocabulary%20Teacher%20Information.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/public/implsupport/Vocabulary%20Teacher%20Information.pdf
https://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167


Examples of Tiers of Academic Vocabulary

Tier 1 - Basic Tier 2 - Academic Tier 3 – Content Specific
home
dog
happy
see
come
again
find
go
look
boy

analyze
approach
role
consist
major
require
significant
vary
interpret
consequence

volcano
lava
pumice
glaciated
abdominal
peninsula
molt
phonological
diphthong
quadrilateral



Words with Multiple Meanings

Cross-Content  
Vocabulary Word

Meaning in English 
Language Arts

Meaning in 
Mathematics

Meaning in 
Social Studies

Meaning in 
Science

How I would 
Teach its 
Meanings

column Regularly 
appearing 
newspaper article

Vertical division 
of a table

Upright pillar 
(e.g., columns in 
Roman 
architecture)

Something 
resembling a 
column in form, 
position, or 
function (e.g., 
columns of 
smoke)

factor A circumstance, 
fact, or influence 
that contributes to 
a result

Numbers that 
when multiplied 
together form a 
product

An agent who 
buys and sells 
goods on 
commission

a level on a scale 
of measurement.



Replace everyday 
direction words 

with precise 
academic terms

Everyday Terms Academic Terms

•Answer
•Finish
•Repeat
•Talk about
•Share
•Think about

•Respond, Elaborate
•Complete, Develop
•Restate, Review
•Discuss, Interact
•Report, Contribute
•Consider, Contemplate



What words should we teach?

“Beck and colleagues have argued that 
instruction should focus on the high-utility Tier 2 
words that carry the meaning in texts across the 
curriculum with attention paid to the 
low-frequency Tier 3 words when these are 
essential in order to understand particular 
texts.”

Cummins, J., & Early, M. (2015). Big ideas for expanding minds: Teaching English Language learners across the curriculum. Oakville, Ontario: Rubicon.



Examples 

ELA/FLA

I was cold, so I put on a toque.
J’avais tellement froid, donc 
j’ai mis une tuque
My preferred meal is pizza; 
however, I am not a picky 
eater. 
Mon plat préféré est la pizza, 
cependant, je ne suis pas 
difficile.

Science

Blue:  colour, feeling 
Light: weight, brightness, light 
bulb
Contracts: metal, legal 
document, illness 

     
Math

Quarter: fractions, money, city 
district, football game
Row: table section, row a boat

Math

Determine the value of ‘X’

Explain/Illustrate your answer

Transition Words Multi-Meaning Words Information Processing

Designed by Michelle Bence & Dr 
Miriam Ramzy 
www.layersofliteracy.com

Designed by Michelle Bence
www.layersofliteracy.com



Teach a Set of Academic Vocabulary Words Intensively Across 
Several Days Using a Variety of Instructional Activities

Choose a brief, engaging piece of 
informational text that includes 

academic vocabulary as a 
platform for intensive academic 

vocabulary instruction. Select words to teach 
based on the following 
recommended criteria: 

● Words central to 
understanding the text

● Words frequently used 
in the text

● Words that might 
appear in other content 
areas

● Words with multiple 
meanings

● Words with affixes

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/19
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/19


affect
area

assembly
benefits

challenges
chapter 
chart

communities
confederation

conference
constant

construction
convince

convincing

cooperation
create
created
culture
debates
editor

explode

established
eventually

federal
finally

founding
identified
identity

illustrate
immigrants

impact
involved
issues
major

majority

minority
partners
physical
predict
process

reactions
region

research
researcher

require
resource

route
section

sectioned

solutions
sources
terminal
traditions

transportation
unique

The Nature of 
Academic 
Language:

Vocabulary in a 
chapter from  
Grade 5 Alberta 
Social Studies 
textbook



WORD WALLS

SIOP Common Word Roots

Common Roots and Affixes

Digital Word Wall

Morpheme Mondays

Science Root Words

Interactive Word Walls

Tier 2 words selected 

from a reading

Cognates

https://assets.pearsonschool.com/asset_mgr/versions/D3E50341D7CEE2287D42DEFA6D60EB69.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mOn6qIt_uhCjyxkI5KTf3PX23xDY6EE0/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sg1RGbVwf45wskvTBCCEYRkkZMFXYX2zB0psEB2fWrQ/copy
https://twitter.com/jasonwade71
https://fabiodisalvo.com/2022/05/22/science-root-words/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ov5wxw_KVXyoqIOAsUJgu6F8QlOWeh1W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ov5wxw_KVXyoqIOAsUJgu6F8QlOWeh1W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.babbel.com/en/magazine/what-is-a-cognate


Sentence Frame Example (Grade 5 Science - Legacy Curriculum)

_____ clouds are _______(larger than/smaller than/higher than/lower than) ______ clouds. 

 

_____ clouds are _______(similar to/different than) _____ clouds because they are________

Sentence frames are a very effective scaffold 
to support the development of academic 
language and student engagement. They can 
be used to teach specific language structures 
or to teach mortar words/tier II words. 

Visuals used in conjunction with sentence 
frames can support students in recycling 
mortar words and creating new sentences 
with content specific vocabulary.

Notice from this sentence frame example, how 
many different sentences can be created.



Transition Words

Signal Words Handout (Massassoit Community College)

“Transitions or signal words help they reader follow the directions of a writer’s thought.  They are like 
signposts on the road that guide the traveller.” - CalPolyPomona

What is the importance of explicitly teaching transitions and signal words to students?

How would you explicitly teach transition and signal words?

https://massasoit.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/writing-center-Signal-Words.pdf
https://www.cpp.edu/ramp/program-materials/recognizing-transitions.shtml


Academic Language Functions and Language Structures

https://www.colorincolorado.org/sites/default/files/Academic-Language-Function.pdf


Vocabulary 
Self-Awareness

 

Choice Board

High 
Efficiency 

Words 

 
Explicit     

MorphologyDepth of 
Knowledge

Concept Attainment Word Matrix
 

Word Gradients Affixes

Explicit Instruction Contextualized & Authentic    Extended Talk

Frayer Model & 
Concept Ladders Word Explosions Morning Message

Text Structures

Structured 

Word Inquiry 

in More Depth
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https://zoom.us/rec/share/JT4wi_a561LXUVKhPhylU4PGn_gpw1N8gqNK6GunanhEgsrjeSq4OGu-7SIeQM1m._NYYzdo1eTewVbaX?startTime=1600699907000
https://zoom.us/rec/share/JT4wi_a561LXUVKhPhylU4PGn_gpw1N8gqNK6GunanhEgsrjeSq4OGu-7SIeQM1m._NYYzdo1eTewVbaX?startTime=1600699907000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bF0KM4mzXH7yDR4XNxVXM7L-AKDRvC5M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bF0KM4mzXH7yDR4XNxVXM7L-AKDRvC5M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bF0KM4mzXH7yDR4XNxVXM7L-AKDRvC5M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t7-QBjLzIArVnMud8y10qAT-4Z4R4X3P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t7-QBjLzIArVnMud8y10qAT-4Z4R4X3P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rc1JDuge0rsdNPGEsXVQ7UPtbEp7MGpW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rc1JDuge0rsdNPGEsXVQ7UPtbEp7MGpW/view?usp=sharing
https://zoom.us/rec/share/ZhzB8FJxVTgrCRGGODKKuAu0fCy2Ea7baaKfkM168Y3nYS9GUc1zlRMxvsKgFiZZ.UUpkHo1xHaqnoQK8
https://zoom.us/rec/share/mC3w3xmxK_-y2MknXtoZcMUHpzBi3bv6Ekkrny6_WCoD1myX-zeeU5jkPbcx4IGi.bPGSzf9JmVL9GswM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bSdqbUk4bapHekhz1WVTj-xBt-QGUrMY/view?usp=sharing
https://zoom.us/rec/share/1OMXr04moiADSgVtU9OF_9IA9CwIFSyFgY2X5k6gn6kwgMk6ni6P2PQkE6o5Bzro.Tp8VOjqZHgJYOV-H?startTime=1600714070000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RXi_BZCNgUCPurTn94pALHeD50H2RLc9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15zD6pImAusG_tJDSi4fuTNNsbEIayC25/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15zD6pImAusG_tJDSi4fuTNNsbEIayC25/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xhymatueU3-9bzbVxZW7AVch8pBNyjeu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CphfVWasfHz9jZNDl_8mwewwS5JwQKam/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bex-gfVwKK4afeLZqlZuY8VqeCwJEHFY/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNBSCw7Fp0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNBSCw7Fp0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNBSCw7Fp0Y
https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/thinkingstrategies/2-anticipate/vocabulary-self-awareness?authuser=0
https://zoom.us/rec/share/OeABs-R31HcUtQbTyCWdN7SGevcZyyBzhJOVpzv8N8hfjvQkKyPTyb7vUkSjCpfb.b8wH3739Ni_IkONx
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L.E.A.R.N.
L I loved…

e I am excited to start…

A I want to ask…

R I am ready to implement…

N My next steps are…



Figurative Language



Personification 
resource:

literacyideas.com

Why is figurative 
language part of 
the Vocabulary 

Organizing Idea?

https://literacyideas.com/a-guide-to-personification/


Why is figurative language part of the Vocabulary Organizing Idea?



Way to Hook Students to Figurative Language
1. Analyze figurative language in movie (Video prompt: LINK)
2. Discuss figurative language in songs (video prompt: LINK)
3. Write using figurative language to complement art  
4. Act it out or moving your body (“wind whistling’)
5. Watch Flocabulary clips video prompt: LINK
6. Play games  (Esther Parks Templates: LINK)
7. Use mentor texts to model and then have students find examples in their reading

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JzR96TeIiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ls00WrpTp88
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/similes-metaphors/
https://www.estherparkconsulting.com/free


Figurative Language

The Literacy Umbrella - 
Understanding Figurative 
Language: Video and Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdAoHo_Ug4E
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/balancedliteracydiet/Recipe/50187/


L.E.A.R.N.
L I loved…

e I am excited to start…

A I want to ask…

R I am ready to implement…

N My next steps are…



Guiding 
Questions

🎯 What universal instructional strategies can support the 
learning outcomes for Vocabulary in the Grades 4 to 6 ELAL 
curriculum?

🎯 How is vocabulary connected to language development, 
including English as an additional language?

Guiding 
Language

😄 Participants will share their thoughts and ideas 
either through the chat or verbally.

😄 Participants will share an item of their L.E.A.R.N. 
in the chat.


