
Good Practices in 
Writing:
Using Mentor Texts
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Mentor texts…
✦ Knowledgeable other
✦ Learn what we could not do before 

on our own
✦ “...pieces of literature that we can 

return to again and again…”
Dorfman, L.R. & Cappelli, R. (2017). Mentor texts: Teaching 
writing through children’s literature, K-6. Portland, ME: 
Stenhouse Publishers.

✦ Used throughout a unit of study



Importance of Mentor Texts
✦ Learn reciprocal relationship 

between reading and writing
✦ Teach writing authentically and 

descriptively
✦ Strengthen reading 
✦ What we do when we leave school
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Reading like Writer
✦ Appreciate and respond as reader 

first
✦ Revisit through the eyes of a writer
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3 Ways to Read Like a Writer
1. Writers read like a writer as part of 

their reading lives.
2. Writers read like a writer to build a 

craft repertoire.
3. Writers read like a writer to study 

a specific craft technique.
P. 29-33.

Anderson, C. (2022). A teacher’s guide to mentor texts, grades K-5. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann.
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The Steps of Reading like a Writer for Upper 
Grades

Notice something 
about how the 

writing was put 
together.

1. Make a theory 
about why the 
writer made 
this move.

2. Give the 
move a 
writerly 
name.

3. Think about 
where you could 
use this move in 

your writing.

4.

Marchetti, A, & O’Dell, R. (2021). A teacher's guide to mentor texts, grades 6-12. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann
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5 Step Process for Teaching 
with Mentor Texts
1. Find
2. Get to know your texts
3. Immerse students
4. Lead whole-class text study
5. Teach with mentor texts

Anderson, C. (2022). A teacher’s guide to mentor texts, grades K-5. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann.
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1. Find Mentor Texts
✦ 3-4 texts per unit of study
✦ Different authors
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Choosing a Mentor Text
✦ Book you and/or students 

love/connect to
✦ Exemplar of author’s craft
✦ Serves student needs and 

curriculum
✦ Variety of genres
✦ Diversity
✦ Not just books
✦ Teacher and/or student work
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Where to Find Mentor Texts

✦ Classroom, school, public libraries
✦ Colleagues
✦ Don’t forget magazines, 

newspapers, etc.
✦ Internet
✦ Websites that share titles of great 

texts
✦ Professional books
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2. Get to Know Your Mentor 
Texts
Look for teaching points for the 
qualities of writing:

✦ Focus or Ideas
✦ Structure or Organization
✦ Detail or Elaboration
✦ Voice
✦ Conventions
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3. Immerse Students in 
Mentor Texts

✦ Take time at the beginning of of a 
unit of study

✦ Teacher read aloud
✦ Students read - with support
✦ Time for discussion
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Possible Plan
Day 1

Introduce unit & 
give an overview.

Introduce & read 
aloud 1st text 
followed by class 
discussion about 
content.

Repeat with 2nd 
text.
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Day 2
Overview if period.

Introduce & read 
aloud 3rd text. 
Whole class shared 
discussion.

Introduce 4th text. 
Students read in 
small groups and 
discuss. Report back 
to large group.

Day 3
Overview of period.

Students read 
mentor text 
collections in small 
groups.

Whole class 
discussion about 
how texts are 
written. 

P. 83

Anderson, C. (2022). A teacher’s guide to mentor texts, grades K-5. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann.



4. Lead a Whole-Class Text 
Study

✦ Two days in length
✦ Begin after students have started 

drafting their texts
✦ Doesn’t follow normal writing 

block or workshop structure
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Possible Craft Studies
Reading Like a Writer
Genre 
Illustration
Text Features
Author
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Text 
Structure/Organization
Details/Elaboration
Voice Techniques
Punctuation



Text Study 5 Steps

1. Reread mentor text.
2. Students share what they noticed.
3. Select parts for discussion.
4. Discuss several craft techniques.
5. Invite students to try out the craft 

techniques.
p.89-98
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Anderson, C. (2022). A teacher’s guide to mentor texts, grades K-5. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.



5. Teach with Mentor Texts
✦ Use throughout the unit in:

✧ whole -class minilessons
✧ Small group lessons
✧ Individual conferences
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Mentor Text Share


