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Why do more students dislike 
writing …..more than reading?

Can they spell?
Do they know how to write a sentence?  A paragraph? A story? 
An essay?
How do you edit?
How do you revise?
What does that look like?



- Jennifer Seravallo

“Reading and writing are 
reciprocal processes.”

“The process of writing improves a 
student’s ability to recall information, 
make connections between different 
concepts and synthesize information in 
new ways.  In effect, writing isn’t just a 
tool to assess learning, it also promotes 
it” Youki Terada,, Why students should Write in all 
Subjects, edutopia .org

“ ..the knowledge [students] have in 
writing flows to and informs their 
understandings in reading, and what they 
learn in reading can help them to learn 
more in writing.” (Fried, M.D., Ohio State 
University).



The Foundation
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What is foundational to learning how to be a writer?



The Cognitive Processes to Writing

Drafting, writing, editing.
(letter formation, printing, cursive, 
phonics skills,spelling, word order)

***pencil/pen grip

Planning and generating Ideas, 
knowledge processing
(generating ideas, organizing ideas in 
logical order, sequencing, connecting 
ideas in sentences, representing facts 
with words)

Writing is categorized as a difficult, complex skill.  (Pulungan, 2016)

Writing involves not only stringing all of your words and sentences together, but also 
to develop and express thought and ideas in neat, orderly writing.

Adapted from the research done by Bence & Ramzy, Layersofliteracy.com

Composing Transcribing



Automaticity

Students need automaticity in the transcribing process in 
order to be efficient in the composing piece of writing.

If the transcribing is not automatic, the working brain will go 
to that processing skill, not the composing process. The brain 
will stop to think about spelling, pencil grasp, and ‘the fact 
that I don’t know how to spell……”



Shared Writing
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What is it?



Regardless of the theoretical orientation, all would agree that 
learning requires interaction.  It is an action oriented 
experience, not a passive one.

- Fisher & Frey (2013)



Shared Writing

Shared writing is an opportunity to 
SHARE the experience of writing with 

the students by modeling and 
scaffolding how to transcribe, how to 

compose

● The research is clear that 
GRR lowers cognitive load 
for students.

● GRR is supportive and 
scaffolding

Gradual Release of 
Responsibility (GRR)

Sharing the Composing & 
Transcribing

Shared Writing is a combination of GRR and the sharing of Composing and Transcribing with 
students.



Rosenshines’s Principles of Instruction - GRR depicted in this illustration from https://www.mackillopnt.catholic.edu.au/



Shared Writing 
Shared writing is the opportunity for students to jointly construct a written text. Within that 
experience, students participate with the teacher and skills are learned or reinforced.
Shared Writing is effective when it is in the moment teaching.
The teacher may act as a scribe….
The teacher may prompt….
The teacher may question…..
The teacher supports the student as text is shaped and constructed.
The student actively participates by contributing to the construction of written text.
The teacher and the student “hold the pen’ in the experience.
The teacher and student determine if the writing makes sense.

Shared writing can be done as a whole class, in small groups or one on one.
Students clearly see the constructing of the text.
Deliberate connections to reading are made.



Co - construction

Co -  construction of a written text and 
implementing the Gradual Release of 
Responsibility is key to scaffolding 
student developing writing skills.



The What and How
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What am I required to teach  and how might I do that 
through Shared Writing?



Curriculum - Writing K - 6
The writing process  
- planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, 
publishing 
Creative Writing
Research Process
Methods - digital, 
non-digital





Have Shared Writing as part of your 
writing block/writing routine!

Small group writing work
Modeling editing on the smart board where all 
           students participate.
Mini lessons in writing - sentence writing, 
paragraph writing, essay writing….
Lessons on word choice, voice, organization etc

Co-constructing student news
Writing together:
         Letter Writing
         Stories
Teaching elements of writing:  
         sentence writing, 
         paragraph writing, 
         punctuation, 
         spacing, 
         spelling.

Division 2Division 1
Modelling the writing process.  What does planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing look like?



Grade 1 - Example
Writing the News:
LO:  Students create messages through the application of writing processes.
Understanding:  Ideas and information can be shared through written messages.
KSPs:  Messages can be written in sentences that contain a complete thought.

1.  Happens on Tuesday
2. 5 students get to share their “News” with the class and teacher.  Their news is written in the “news” book. 

(a scrapbook with blank pages, that the teacher covered and titled Grade 1D NEWS”)
3. Students sit on the floor. The News book is open on the easel.  The first child may say:  “I got a new bike 

on Friday.”
4. The teacher repeats the sentence using the child’s name.  “Johnny got a new bike on Friday.”  “Does that 

sound like a good sentence Johnny?” The child agrees or disagrees.
5. The teacher repeats the sentence again - slowly.  “Johnny   got   a   new  bike    on   Friday”.
6. “Johnny!  You know how to write your name!  Come and write it in the News book!”.
7. Next word  ‘got’.......”How do we spell the word ‘got’?”  Let’s make the sounds we hear in the word ‘got’”
8. OR if it is a sight word, the teacher may ask:  “where do we find the word……..”  We have used that word 

before - perhaps it is in personal dictionaries, the word wall (teaching students to use the word wall).



Editing checklist for Primary



Editing Checklist - grades 3 - 5



Specific Example:  Revising Grade 5



What is the teacher doing?
● The teacher is modelling the sentence - repeating it, saying it aloud - so the students can hear 

that the sentence makes sense.
● The teacher is repeating it showing the students how to ‘hold’ the sentence as they are 

transcribing it.
● The teacher is modeling, demonstrating, thinking aloud, prompting, facilitating.
● The teacher is involving the students in writing words they know and modeling where to find 

those words they have used before.
● The teacher is involving students in creating their sentences supporting them in ensuring they 

make sense.
● The teacher is modeling other important ‘parts’ to a sentence that  makes sense;   capitals on 

names, spaces between words, periods at the end of the sentence.
● The teacher is NOT coming up with the sentences.
● The  teacher is NOT doing all of the writing.



Assessment?



ARPDC - CPAR  (K-3 documents)

https://arpdc.ab.ca/pd-resource/curriculum-planning-assessment-resources-cpar-elal-grade-3/


Key points…..
■ Writing is not easy for students
■ There is a cognitive load to writing that teachers need to be aware of

○ Transcribing and composing
■ The Gradual Release of Responsibility and Sharing the Transcribing and Composing 

provides scaffolding for students
■ Shared writing allows students to be a part of the process rather than struggling 

on their own.
■ Students can ‘see’ how writing happens through shared writing.
■ Students should be writing daily - just as they are most likely reading daily.
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Screenshot - Explicit teaching, Gradual Release of Responsibility, taken from : 
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