
the photo essay
ELAL 5

Image from Pixabay https://pixabay.com/photos/camera-lens-photography-focus-1055066/



● A series of photos selected to tell a story, evokes an emotion, or 
presents an idea

● May or may not contain text. If text is present, it is minimal.
● May or may not contain captions
● Usually contains approximately 10 images
● Sequence of images has a clear message; each image conveys that 

message
● Evolved over time to include interactive, multimedia experiences
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Questions to Consider
● What is the primary purpose of this text - persuade, inform, or entertain? What makes 

you think that?
● How did this form (photo essay) support the enjoyment and communication of 

ideas/information?
● What text features did the photo essay make use of? 
● How was this text organized? (cause & Effect, main idea & supporting details, compare 

& contrast, etc) Explain.
● What sources did the creator use for this text? Are they reliable?
● Does the background information about the author give more context to the photo 

essay?
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