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Fluent readers use decoding skills to move quickly through the 
material to achieve comprehension.    

Samuels, 1994)
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Individuals who possess extensive knowledge on a topic prior 
to reading are able to recall more of the important information 
from a text than can individuals with a lower level of initial 
knowledge in the topic.   

Beck & McKeown, 1998)
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The 5 pillars…Where does FLUENCY land?
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READING FLUENCY refers to the ability to read text aloud with 
sufficient speed, accuracy, and expression (prosody).  

● Reading fluency is made up of two components- automaticity 
in word recognition and expression in oral reading that 
reflects the meaning of the text. 

● Reading fluency is the bridge between decoding and reading 
comprehension and matters because it is an essential 
element of proficient and meaningful reading. 

Rasinski, 2012, 2014; National Reading Panel, 2000; Shanahan, 2015     
Credit to:  Calgary Board of Education K-12 Literacy Framework - cbe.ab.ca

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1GdTYXMUimuaxIYoHuV7g_qxjgLfWpp5v253-hwttYnM/edit?usp=sharing
http://cbe.ab.ca
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AUTOMATICITY is the fast, effortless word 
recognition that comes with a great deal of reading 
practice.  

Automaticity refers only to accurate, speedy word 
recognition, not to reading with 
expression.

In order for readers to read FLUENTLY, automaticity 
has to be achieved, 
but reading must be expressive.
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THE STRUGGLING READER

Fluency is almost always an issue when working with struggling 
readers.  

Most have a long history of dysfluent reading.  

Day after day, they have read texts too difficult; their reading is 
characterized by stops and starts, repetition, appealing to the 
teacher (if present), and skipping words (if the teacher is not 
present). 

When Readers Struggle Teaching That Works, Fountas and Pinnell  (2009)
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PAUSING
The reader is guided by the 
punctuation to take short breaths 
at commas, longer breaths at a 
mark like a dash, and come to a 
full stop after a period. 

PHRASING 
The reader uses both pauses and 
intonation to parse sentences 
into meaningful phrases.  The 
phrase breaks should sound 
natural, as in talking.

INTONATION (rhythm)
Intonation refers to the rising and 
falling tones of the voice and the 
way the reader varies the voice 
using tone, pitch and volume to 
reflect the meaning of the text. 

STRESS
Usually one or two words within a 
sentence are appropriate to 
stress; that is, to say a little 
louder than other words.  

RATE
Indicates the speed of which a 
reader reads.  It is a mistake to 
simply read for speed.

“When Readers Struggle 
Teaching that Works”

Fountas and Pinnell (2009)
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OI from K-6

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/s/laneng
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So,
what does
FLUENCY 
look like 

in
Grade 4?
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Fluency OI



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Fluency in 
Grade 4 (Guiding Question)
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Fluency LO in 
Grade 4
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Fluency LO in 
Grade 4
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Fluency KUSPs in 
Grade 4
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Here are some key words 
identified in Fluency in Grade 4

● Letters & words
● Quickly reading
● Accurately
● Phrased reading
● End punctuation
● Reading like speaking 
● Blending phonemes
● High frequency words
● Sight words
● Heart words

• Expression
• Punctuation - attending to (pitch, 

stress, etc.)
• Letter combinations (morphology, 

blended sound/symbols
• Paces, phrased reading, 

expression, punctuation
• Pitch
• pausing/intonation
• Quotation marks
• Prosody
• Proficiency
• dialogue/quotation marks
• understanding/comprehension
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Let’s Dive Into What 
FLUENCY 
looks like in Grades 5 & 
Grade 6 with

FLUENCY BOOT CAMP…resources
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Fluency Boot Camp

Why Music?

High 
Frequency 
Words

Fluency 
Deep 
ReadingPoetry

➔ *High Frequency 
Words (AB Ed-Grade 3-
Look under EXPLORE 
RESOURCES on New Learn 
Alberta. ONLY accessible with a 
log-in!    (kindergarten, grade 
1, grade 2, grade 3)

➔ Fry Instant Phrases

➔ Sentence Trees

• Short

• Easy to learn

• Rhythmic

• It’s READING!

• Click on the 
POETRY link 
above

Vocabulary

• Rhythmic

• Fun & Enjoyable

• Cultural

• Feels Good

• It too is Reading!

Click this link 
for some 
activities!

Fluency 
Development 
Lesson

Phrased Text 
Lesson

Timothy Rasinski

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y98TLQXe4lOHYq2JjtVbCtMdK13y3KFU0LrCvI3yqKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y98TLQXe4lOHYq2JjtVbCtMdK13y3KFU0LrCvI3yqKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y98TLQXe4lOHYq2JjtVbCtMdK13y3KFU0LrCvI3yqKU/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/resources/en/home
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/teacher/implsupport/First%2010.Grd.K.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/teacher/implsupport/First%20125.Grd.1.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/teacher/implsupport/First%20125.Grd.1.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/teacher/implsupport/First%20300.Grd.2.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/resources/boards/teacher/implsupport/First%20300.Grd.3.pdf
http://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/fry_600_instant_phrases.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iBGGS5Q83qx8DzAieQRn9PXm1xkM1TIfh1DIJ9iUtjg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iBGGS5Q83qx8DzAieQRn9PXm1xkM1TIfh1DIJ9iUtjg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iBGGS5Q83qx8DzAieQRn9PXm1xkM1TIfh1DIJ9iUtjg/edit
https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/delivering_supportive_fluency_instruction_article.pdf
https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/delivering_supportive_fluency_instruction_article.pdf
https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/delivering_supportive_fluency_instruction_article.pdf
https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/building_fluency_through_the_phrased_text_lesson_article.pdf
https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/building_fluency_through_the_phrased_text_lesson_article.pdf
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Fluency Boot Camp continued…

Book Talks
Reader’s 
Theatre

Radio 
Reading 

➔ Enjoyable
➔ Social engagement
➔ Enhances understanding
➔ Increases poise & 

confidence
➔ Sharpens critical thinking

• Playing a “part”
• Expressive & Repeated
• Fun
• It’s practice
• Social
• Builds confidence & 

presentation

Different types 
of reading 

• Builds independent 
reading 

• Accountability
• Hooks reluctant 

readers
• Builds a community 

of readers 
• The 30 sec. Book 

talk

• Choral
• Echo
• Pair

https://www.tpjagger.com/free-readers-theater-scripts/
https://www.tpjagger.com/free-readers-theater-scripts/
https://pernillesripp.com/2018/04/03/the-30-second-book-talk/
https://pernillesripp.com/2018/04/03/the-30-second-book-talk/
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Fluency Boot Camp continued…

Impromptu Choral 
Reading

Poetry 
Coffeehouse

Mumble
Reading 

• Repeated Reading

• Soft & Low voice

• Read out loud to audience

Assisted 
Reading 

• Group reading 

• Impromptu part 
reading

• Choral Reading & Other 
Activities.

➔ Rhyme

➔ Rhythm

➔ Repetition

➔ Fun

➔ Performance

• Instructional 
Reading 
Range

• Orally practice

• Achieve 
Acceptable 
Reading Rate

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzrjkGgeGvjoQjRHeWdHbTI0ekU/view?usp=drive_link&resourcekey=0-CYdUsbzj6DkWpCRps8PXIA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzrjkGgeGvjoQjRHeWdHbTI0ekU/view?usp=drive_link&resourcekey=0-CYdUsbzj6DkWpCRps8PXIA
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Fluency Boot Camp continued…

Chunking 
Text

Paired 
Reading

Pause, 
Prompt, PraiseRepeated 

Reading

Paired Reading 
Video (NARSC)

Recorded 
Readings

https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/presentations/nceo-lep-iep-ascdhandoutchunking.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/presentations/nceo-lep-iep-ascdhandoutchunking.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/paired-or-partner-reading#:%7E:text=Paired%20reading%20is%20a%20research,story%20they%20have%20already%20read.
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/paired-or-partner-reading#:%7E:text=Paired%20reading%20is%20a%20research,story%20they%20have%20already%20read.
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-on-literacy/3p-versus-3-cueing-why-recommend-one-and-shun-other
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-on-literacy/3p-versus-3-cueing-why-recommend-one-and-shun-other
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/timed-repeated-readings
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/timed-repeated-readings
https://www.youtube.com/embed/24ByGK_kiQk
https://www.youtube.com/embed/24ByGK_kiQk
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/audio-assisted-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/audio-assisted-reading
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Fluency Boot Camp: a few other resources to support fluency…

(Pssst…click on the pictures to find the link!)

https://www.reallygreatreading.com/phonics-and-spelling-through-phoneme-grapheme-mapping
https://morphememagic.com/
https://morphememagic.com/morphemes-for-little-ones/
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WIKIPEDIA 

– SIMPLE ENGLISH

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear
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GOOGLE TRANSLATE

https://translate.google.ca/
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Alberta Education:

Sample Instructional Board 
(New Learn Alberta)

Fluency Board

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/boards/en/home/view?id=uwJBggOay02tQVxEDY7QGw
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What Other 
Instructional Strategies would 

YOU USE 
for teaching fluency to “older” students?
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Some Connections…
Article of the Week (Kelly Gallagher)
Article of the Week (Dave Stuart Jr.)

TeachingKidsNews
ScienceNewsforStudents

ReadWorks.org 
National Geographic

TweenTribune
DOGOnews (Current Events)

Newsela

http://www.kellygallagher.org/aow-archive
https://davestuartjr.com/resources/article-of-the-week-aow/
http://teachingkidsnews.com/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.tweentribune.com/
https://www.dogonews.com/
https://newsela.com/content/browse/browse-home/ckre0behu00013h60110bb6px/
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Thank you!
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Free themes and templates for 
Google Slides or PowerPoint

NOT to be sold as is or modified! 
Read FAQ on slidesmania.com

Sharing is caring!

Fonts used: Muli and Sue Ellen Francisco

https://slidesmania.com/
https://slidesmania.com/questions-powerpoint-google-slides/can-i-use-these-templates/
https://www.facebook.com/SlidesManiaSM/
https://twitter.com/SlidesManiaSM/
https://www.pinterest.com/slidesmania/
https://www.instagram.com/slidesmania/
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