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QUICKWRITES 

the power of 



“What happens when our 

children can just 

unapologetically write 

uninterrupted? 

When the world is their 

prompt?" 

Dr.GholdyMuhammad 



 

What is a  QUICK-WRITE?  
       



“. . . doing a quickwrite is like   
riding the wave of someone   

      else’s words, until 
you find your own.”       

        Ralph Fletcher
classroom visit

                                 2015



In the words of Linda Rief, “ QUICKWRITES are first draft 

responses to a short piece of writing, usually no more 

than one page of poetry or prose, a drawing, an excerpt 

from a novel or a short picture book.  A MENTOR TEXT  

QUICKWRITES allow us to write fast without censoring- 

it’s what the subconscious allows us to say.  

Students and teacher write for 2 or 3 minutes off a found 

idea or borrowed line from a text, responding to 

something that sparks a reaction in the mind of the 

reader or listener.  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
REVISE a 

quickwrite 

already 

completed



“A [writing] notebook works 

just like an incubator: a protective 

place to keep your infant idea safe and 

warm, a place for it to grow while it is 

too young, too new, to survive on its 

own. In time, you may decide to go back 

to that idea, add to it, change it, or 

combine it with another idea. In time 

the idea may grow stronger, strong 

enough to go out on its own”.        
A Writer’s Notebook: Unlocking the 

Writer within You 

by Ralph Fletcher





I remember...



I wish...



I love...



I’m sad when...



WRITING “BESIDE” TEXT



TEXTS are…

Megan Tipler



WORDS

● Imitate it! 

● What jumps out at you in this writing? 

○ What do you notice? 
○ What do you like?

● How are the pieces of this writing put together?

● What do you notice about the writer’s punctuation? 

● What do you notice about the writer’s word choice? 

● What can you take from this writer and put into your 

own version of this sentence/ poem?



DATA

● What is this data showing? 

● What is this data NOT showing? 

● What do you wonder?

● What story (or stories) is this data trying to tell? 

● What writing might come out of this kind of data?



IMAGE

● What do you see?

● What do you NOT see? 

● What do you wonder?

● What does this image make you think about? 

● How does the image make you feel or react? 

● What is the story behind the image?

● What writing might come out of this picture?



ILLUSTRATION

● What idea is the illustrator/ writer communicating? 

● What do you wonder?

● What does this illustration make you think about? 

● How does the illustration make you feel or react? 

● Make your own version of the same illustration! 

● What writing might come out of this illustration?



5 Senses- Set the Stage

#1.  Listen to the story

#2. While listening, record words 

      and phrases that help you know 

it is autumn.

#3. Using words and phrases, 

      describe Autumn  

#4. What does it look like, sound 

      like, taste like, feel like, 

      smell like?

#5. Capture the senses that tell the   

      story.

Credit:  Empowering Writers  Getting Ready to 
Write- Fall 2022 Workshop- Barb Keiser

https://youtu.be/BLr_MpvsH5U
https://youtu.be/BLr_MpvsH5U


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLr_MpvsH5U&t=7


Rich green of the forest

Dusty gold
Swishing sound of summer was fading

Crinkling whisper
Dull, dry and brown
Wind began to blow 

brown leaf blew off the tree
Rough bark

Leaves are turning brown



MENTOR TEXTS

https://youtu.be/_zXyACysDrI


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zXyACysDrI&t=11


MENTOR TEXTS

BECAUSE  this happened

this happened…..



Photo starts



– Matt de la Peña 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LevS_nqB7T8


https://www.heinemann.com/products/ebk10889.aspx


I am a...



“Sometimes”

by Kate Messner

Begin with the 

word “Sometimes” 

and 

write all that 

comes to mind.



First Memory by Georgia Heard TRY THIS! 

(Adapted from The Quickwrite Handbook by Linda Rief)



My Hand by Linda Rief 
TRY TH
IS! 

(Adapted from The Quickwrite Handbook (2018) by Linda Rief)



Sarah Kay- Hands

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqCMHcdYR_E&t=13


WHERE DOES THE MUSIC 

MOVE YOU?  

What picture is 

created in your mind 

while listening?

What do you hear that 

makes you say that?

What other visions do 

you see?

● List 3 songs that remind you of 
your childhood. ...

● If you could take one album to a 
deserted island, what would it be 
and why?

● What bands did you listen to as a 
teenager? ...

● What's the best concert you've 
ever been to? ...

● Write out the lyrics to one of your 
favourite songs.

Example 

music 

prompts

https://www.washigang.com/blogs/news/journal-prompts-for-music-lovers


https://mymodernmet.com/thought-provoking-minimalist-illustration-sergio-ingravalle/


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-dec-6-2023.html?searchResultPosition=9




https://www.amazon.ca/Teachers-Guide-Mentor-Texts-6-12/dp/032512003X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=ZTOHNT3D37XR&keywords=mentor+texts&qid=1704901340&s=books&sprefix=mentor+texts%2Cstripbooks%2C180&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.ca/Teachers-Guide-Mentor-Texts-6-12/dp/032512003X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=ZTOHNT3D37XR&keywords=mentor+texts&qid=1704901340&s=books&sprefix=mentor+texts%2Cstripbooks%2C180&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.ca/Teachers-Guide-Mentor-Texts-K-5/dp/032513281X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1ZNNK439RJB7R&keywords=mentor+texts&qid=1704901286&s=books&sprefix=mentor+texts%2Cstripbooks%2C157&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Teachers-Guide-Mentor-Texts-K-5/dp/032513281X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1ZNNK439RJB7R&keywords=mentor+texts&qid=1704901286&s=books&sprefix=mentor+texts%2Cstripbooks%2C157&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Quickwrite-Handbook-Linda-Rief-author/dp/0325098123/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22RD22XWXPTNI&keywords=quick+write+handbook&qid=1696696069&sprefix=Quick+write%2Caps%2C222&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Quickwrite-Handbook-Linda-Rief-author/dp/0325098123/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22RD22XWXPTNI&keywords=quick+write+handbook&qid=1696696069&sprefix=Quick+write%2Caps%2C222&sr=8-1
https://youtu.be/Droy2lrNnfk?si=WKa8PUELeA6YJSQ4
https://www.amazon.ca/Photos-Framed-Worlds-Memorable-Photographs/dp/0763671541/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LPF63N36ND11&keywords=photos+framed+a+fresh+look+at&qid=1704901752&s=books&sprefix=photos+framed+a+fresh+look+at%2Cstripbooks%2C166&sr=1-1


                                  … resources cont’d …

● The Twitter account History in Pictures (@HistoryInPics). Caution: Not all 
are student-friendly, so make sure you preview them first.

● The Daily Infographic: http://www.dailyinfographic.com

● The Wordless News: http://wordlessnews.com

● Instagram accounts for National Geographic @natgeo and the U.S. Department of 
the Interior @usinterior

● “What’s Going On in This Picture?” from the New York Times

● Lens blog from the New York Times

● ***Kidsthinkwide.com

● ***Once upon a picture- images to inspire

● 525 prompts for Narrative Writing

https://twitter.com/home
http://www.dailyinfographic.com/
http://wordlessnews.com/
http://instagram.com
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/category/lesson-plans/whats-going-on-in-this-picture/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
https://kidsthinkwide.com/
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/learning/445-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-writing.html


Visit our website

Don't forget about

new.learnalberta.ca

arpdc.ab.ca

https://arpdc.ab.ca/
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/home/en
https://arpdc.ab.ca/
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