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Glossary for Student Action Verbs   
~ Alberta’s K-3 Math Curriculum

This interactive glossary and associated resources were developed to help provide clarification, context and support for teaching of 
the verbs in Alberta Education’s K-3 Math Curriculum (2022).
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as LO

Grades 
found 
within 

Ss & Ps 
Verb Definition

*Indicates that there is a hyperlinked toolkit.

K, 1, 2, 3 add To combine two or more addends (numbers/qualities) together to get a sum.

2, 3 analyze* To consider in detail for the purpose of finding meaning or relationships, and to 
identify patterns, similarities, and differences.

3 2 apply* To use mathematical knowledge in various situations.

2 approximate To come close to, or be similar to, something in quality, nature, or quantity.

3 classify To arrange into groups based on one or more attributes or properties.

1 collaborate To work together on an activity/task to produce, build, or create something.

2, 3 collect To gather data and/or information, etc., from people or sources.

2 communicate* To convey knowledge and understanding to another.

K, 1, 2, 3 compare To consider the qualities of two or more things or sets, in order to discover 
similarities or differences.

1, 3, 3 compose To form, combine, or put together.

3 consider To think about carefully; to reflect upon.

1, 2 construct* To arrange items or ideas into a logical form.

K, 1, 2, 3 count To name the numbers in a stable order and/or determine a quantity.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/190ep1OzPk1P1H4P9Evto_HNN_pdz2zc2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-TMGftQ_qxJlRVB6bYeaUTYuNZAlS4e/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15f8lkX2OoBBqAuZ--NI2ApIxQAZsNONP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g-l20CHZgiM0TCjFdmIjOSfSZwX3rnpr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eJrv-VNCNZHXDG3R7U2fYOS49DGx4twE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DrwxnqY-f_nk75Nk1CCb9BzZKGqjSLj2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16fxHDuj_OsJJoFLeUUMwm8WyUredCKfX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wx1Zo9xh1I2h6gjjXdc5hw1l2xVLM-9F/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11bifTXDmwwf-P7d6ZiKn4CJDKGZenC7X/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MrthiDzJkqsi5cbIcS8OPb4ywrqcnFDq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kW53nXjALhShGQECI6mtekYVyPVEpTSA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iW9u2q0CkAGoqwOZ6Ojwi8VVkeMRPcEK/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WW1dMPOO-HJ3OfbhvjF_DMVzWFIBhBJK/view?usp=drive_link
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*Indicates that there is a hyperlinked toolkit.

K create* To use knowledge, reasoning and understanding to put elements together to form 
a new pattern, structure, or idea.

1, 2 decompose To take apart or separate.

K, 1, 2, 3 describe* To communicate (orally or in writing) qualities, attributes, details and/or features 
of something.

1, 2, 3 determine* To find an answer using a reasonable strategy, procedure, and/or calculation.

3 differentiate To understand and identify the differences between.

3 divide To separate a total (quotient) into equal groups to determine the number of
groups or how many are in each group.

2, 3 estimate* To come close, or be similar to, a number, calculation, quantity, or 
measurement.

1 3 examine* To carefully and in detail consider the nature and characteristics of something to 
find out more about it.

1, 2, 3 2, 3 explain* To describe the how or why of something; give the cause or reason for.

K explore* To consider an idea or concept in detail, both closely and broadly.

1, 2, 3 express* To convey knowledge and understanding.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XCOHJmvzvwQVBtpO2W3-miyrv4KfkNOO/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIuxwDK4j21YC-VweA3wBcHwenMERgql/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n_eanZ8mz3vgKKioiUZYYa3g_9y-KD0o/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hanOfELZOCkTD4QinBQ2oTpGSSVhGO1h/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oGjwbGCIIFATylCxuckHQW3nEMAYqKmR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dAJaOqmWSxfUUXbPGIzPbCG7EqPt1g05/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RNNER1R9LczPP0ldoY1yAV_OxWU9Lyfq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TIIPAqkYLb8yJrB4NygbW6jg6BvR_sEs/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11TZfu9nOyxrh4ORR1uZhJpoGrH0vX-f9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/188xe3dLZDXxnr8w5SU4Yya7UnytPS48Z/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XCRRJJDyIYgoa6elmXIq3q_AxW45jAab/view?usp=drive_link
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Verb Definition

*Indicates that there is a hyperlinked toolkit.

1 extend To increase; to go beyond what is already there.

3 formulate To develop possibilities, after considering facts and details appropriate to the 
given context.

1 gather To bring together ideas, information, etc.

2 generate To come up with; to produce.

K, 1, 2, 3 identify* To recognize by naming and/or indicating.

3 illustrate To demonstrate required information using pictures or symbols.

K, 1, 2, 3 2 interpret* To use reasoning and knowledge to make sense of, and draw meaning from, a 
text, set of data, visual, graph, etc.

K, 1, 2, 3 investigate* To use a process of inquiry or exploration to gain deeper understanding.

3 justify To use logical reasons and evidence to indicate why a conclusion has been made.

2, 3 measure To determine the size, amount, or degree of something, using standard
or non-standard units.

1, 2, 3 model* To represent a concept or situation in a concrete, pictorial, or symbolic way.

1, 2, 3 multiply To combine groups of equal size to determine the product.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/18BAa8HNBCLGp8QTnS9HWzt0_k-39X_n2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agsvI1jJySQ0WSCARguN9Qwyvm96Q_q2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10fvyz7oWb8-GlPXlmOFBBXQRZgqZyaaz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14rvfgLLBdRmEhm3K0i8X1YnoKjWDPsH5/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1geoO9yt6iK9LzXn6z8NTJPyFRmHbhWS5/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tB0bnHtepdlakY8SNJnECwcI74rxabmT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17qd7VTLa5YwxiXAP5Rne-oK2AB979QUx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vs161Dcq31t87eY05m17EDR4Er_kZ45W/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10YkRaQD93mPT5iJp3nPQUhfqJ8KlZQb2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nonEABr62HG-qgOD5cValOEbKv5Aqb-l/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uO_fB7gUlsH17r_2Oj3nLAUFB42BQRzq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ol339GevtyloSb59MuHoAxt5imbvRuEv/view?usp=drive_link
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*Indicates that there is a hyperlinked toolkit.

3 name To identify by name.

1, 2, 3 order To arrange in a sequence.

1, 2 partition To separate into equal parts or shares.

3 predict To make inference(s) from facts or probabilities, to determine possibilities.

1, 2, 3 recall To remember or retrieve from one’s mind.

K, 1, 2, 3 recognize* To be aware of, and acknowledge, features of information.

2 record To put facts, information and/or observations in a digital or paper format.

K, 1, 2, 3 relate* To show a connection or relationship between two or more things.

K, 1, 2, 3 represent* To convey mathematical ideas using manipulatives, diagrams, models, signs, 
symbols, etc.

K sequence To arrange in order, as determined by given parameters.

1 share To communicate with others (i.e. to both give and receive thoughts/ideas).

1, 2 skip count To count forwards or backwards by a number, other than one.

K, 1, 2, 3 solve* To find a solution or an answer.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PuTXtAFnoFDjC_La2wB1DKRcILJWbwj0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aebvd8GDB-M4p3PqkfRQn4sZujsnI71b/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WUdAS743CyjlIy2JwAKEevXm-09pQ59O/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aEIIWJv-R3Q1dlFFIkTau2q0qFR8J8UG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gmkGVVUF9qdYc06nibFg5YrJOdc5y3Bz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MTTxqR6hJtQSusncB7w7ymI0-PXyaOzp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JW2wunS9E2A1jwD1qOvTqyww3Ss1bo1g/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MSxbIUo45BE2eDKCkKjcuQksJo5gFr23/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13HYxoDtCVwS6vDR19EMrIVBpFHtxqgby/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VA32tEQtcvbs8lhhRfAqOaXbFjgcU5gt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17MnhlfLs2kpgVlkHwJir-IMC3Wr-kE0y/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MuPP6WOnxkIOr6qneDM8N01yrIX1d-n/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yoJQa2hRUzYBN_fFG3v8ikTYZN5jKEnE/view?usp=drive_link
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*Indicates that there is a hyperlinked toolkit.

1, 2, 3 sort To group objects or data, according to parameters.

K subitize To recognize a small quantity or number of objects without counting (at-a-
glance).

1, 2, 3 subtract To find the difference between two numbers or quantities.

3 tell To make known information or knowledge.

1, 2, 3 verify To confirm the answer or solution.

1, 2, 3 visualize To make one’s thoughts, ideas, and images visible to oneself or others.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tTcVmI41LiQeiAHm8a-1tPecS-cf8y6l/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q1eIVoyndcWQ4HtUehlgFDPa018K9EOx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-JuPkpTjI_el94wE18QzOX5xIZG9a1e_/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BIC0aRD8HRRttPlTnmerZq6KWEPp-04z/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SznW0RSmQoT-zXWpekECx7nVLd4F6h1v/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v6jeUXqS-MvEHfcMB0G8tA7dwAkW1KlG/view?usp=drive_link



