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In the spirit of reconciliation, we want to 
acknowledge that this gathering is taking place on 
traditional lands across the province of Alberta, home 
to many diverse First Nations,  Métis and Inuit 
peoples.  We acknowledge that this land is a 
traditional meeting ground giving voice to its original 
peoples and the story of creation of this country in a 
way that 
history has forgotten. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HtG7j19na4


➢ list the activities/assessments you undertake when 
you start Grade 5 in any given year.

➢ Why do you start at these points?

Before we start:



Grade 3

… What’s new?

Grade 2

… What’s new?

Grade 1

… What’s new?

Kindergarten

… What’s new?
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Consider Bridging

Grade 4

… What’s new?

Grade 6Grade 5

… What’s new? … What’s new?

Jr. High Links



Grade 5
Document 
Overview





Document 
Overview

Numbered Outcomes 
including Financial 
Literacy Outcomes
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Broad/General Idea or Understanding

Broad/General Idea or Understanding
More Specific Knowledge, Understandings, 

and Skills
Organizing Idea

Guiding Question 
& 

Learner Outcome

KUSPs 
● Knowledge
● Understanding
● Skills & Processes

Architecture of the Curriculum



Organizing Idea
● statement of the learning
● spans all or most  grades
● main concepts 





Guiding Question
● informed by the organizing idea and 

frames the learning outcome
● intended to spark curiosity and wonder 

about the LO
● identifies more specific concepts 



Learning Outcome
● describes what students are required to know, 

understand, and be able to do by the end of a 
grade. 

● must be assessed and reported.
● discipline (subject) specific
● key concepts to be learned and assessed are 

identified.



KUSPs: Knowledge
● how facts and knowledge fit together in a logical and 

meaningful order
● organized knowledge to understand concepts, skills, 

and procedures which can be applied to new 
situations



KUSPs: Understanding
● Knowledge includes the facts, symbols, rules, 

principles, and concepts.



KUSPs: Skills & Procedures
● what students do to demonstrate their 

knowledge and  understanding



Numbered 
Outcomes

 



Mathematics K-6
Numbered Outcomes





LINK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tnU5MCd9qltU4QcsvkRcneDJlVsqDtBf/view


Language 
Conventions in the 

Curriculum







Finding Concepts



2D vs 3D

2D

◈ Coverage-centered
“inch deep, mile wide”

3D

◈ Idea-centered
facts and skills provide a foundation 
to understand conceptual, 
transferable ideas

© 2012  H. Lynn Erickson



2D
◈ Intellectually shallow

lacks a conceptual focus to ignite 
synergistic thinking

2D vs 3D

3D
◈ Intellectual depth

a “conceptual lens” or focus, requires 
mental processing between the lower 
and conceptual levels of thinking - 
producing intellectual depth and 
understanding



2D vs 3D

2D
◈ Inability to transfer factual 

knowledge
facts do not transfer; locked in 
time, place, or situation

3D
◈ Intellectual depth

a “conceptual lens” or focus, 
requires mental processing 
between the lower and 
conceptual levels of thinking 
- producing intellectual 
depth and understanding



So What is a Concept?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xvY20jtjr0


Concepts are…

◈ Timeless
◈ Universal
◈ Abstract
◈ Transferable 



Chair is a Concept

A concept is …
● an organizing idea of 1 -2 words
● with distinct attributes
● that are shared across multiple examples



Macroconcept

Character
English Language Arts

Macroconcept
Region

Geography

Macroconcept
Measurement

Mathematics

Micro-concepts

Protagonist

Antagonist

Confidante

Foil

Dynamic Character

Static Character

Micro-concepts

Physical 
Environment

Landforms

Growth Rates

Cultural 
Landscape

Topography

Micro-concepts

Units of Measure

Standard unit

Conversion 

Estimation 

Linear Measure

Vectors



“The reason experts remember 
more 

is that what novices see as 
separate pieces of information, 
experts see as organized sets of 

ideas.” 
How Students Learn, 2001 
National Research Council

Stern, J. Conceptual Understanding in Classroom Practice. Delivered 27 April 2020







Curriculum 
Comparison 
Document 









Link

LINK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dmWGYXDH6KS6fLfTBUhSduOfixuNz_PE/view?usp=sharing


Sample Year 
at a Glance 











LINKS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yigw6PCYnA24lVS7h04DZXnK9OeVQdzR/view?usp=sharing


Taking Inventory



Notes: How do you leverage money?
● Work within 100, leave decimals out 

initially
● Learn money and values
● Put together 2 digit whole number 

dollar amounts
● Count out bills to end in a 2-digit 

whole dollar amount
● Make change to a dollar, $5.00, 

$10.00, change for $100.00
● Addition and subtraction by 

counting back change
● Compare money amounts
● Describe a 2 digit/3 digit dollar, 

amount in place value terms
● Practice reading and writing 3 digit 

numbers - relate to $100/$10/loonies
● Regroup money - use mats *** must 

be comfortable and fluent in money
● Dice rolling, write largest number 

and smallest number
● Multiply dice
● Subitizing cards
●



  MONEY
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Starting PointsAdditional 

APP

https://www.mathies.ca/tools/Money/index.html?title=Money




Resource Folder

www.arpdc.ab.ca  
www.movingforwardcurriculum.ca (Shutting down June 30)

Parent  Summary

http://www.arpdc.ab.ca
http://www.movingforwardcurriculum.ca
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ob46mZvINC5pnzePkNTzEYsR2ZuaZwyK/view?usp=sharing


Planning Sessions

Session 1 - Sept/Oct   June 6
Session 2 - Nov/Dec  Oct 24
Session 3 - Jan/Feb  Dec 5
Session 4 - Mar/Apr  Feb 20
Session 5 - May/June  April 17



                     Please don’t hesitate to connect.

Thank You!

  Mathematics & 
Science, First 

Nations, Metis and 
Inuit

Chris Zarski
czarski@carcpd.ab.ca
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