Create a Guide to Success to Encourage Reflective
Reasoning
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A Guide to Success is designed primarily as a learning tool and is meant to be used to
ensure assessment is provided in its truest form - “to sit beside”. A Guide to Success
clearly sets out what is required to complete the task or challenge, ensuring clarity and
transparency.

Not a rubric

Traditional rubrics are designed primarily as evaluative tools and provide teachers and students descriptors of various levels of
achievement. By their nature they tend to be dense and often overwhelming or far too vague to be useful. As they are designed
for evaluative purposes they tend to provide descriptors of what expected performance levels are to look like thereby inhibiting
creativity and innovation.

Task requirements Assessment Criteria Self-Reflection Teacher Guidance
Checklist (excellence) What's going well? What's going well?
(What do | need to do?) What do | need to dotodoit | What's my next best step? What revisions might be
well? considered?
Q ° What is going well (affirmed)? What is going well (affirmed)?
Q ° ° °
Q ° ° °
Q ° °

W¥hat needs more work (revise)? | Revisions to consider:
[ J [ J
[ J [ J
[ J
Where | would like to go next
(aspire):
[ J
[ J




Make the target clear

A Guide to Success provides qualitative descriptors of what excellent would look like. It is important that these descriptors identify
the attributes of excellence and not a narrow definition as to how the work is to look.

The Guide to Success invites students to identify what they believe is working well, what they might revise and/or add to or
extend in their work.

Finally, the Guide to Success provides an opportunity for teachers or peers to “sit beside” by offering helpful guidance that might
help students improve, enhance or enrich their response to the challenge. Used effectively, a Guide to Success supports
sustained and iterative inquiry that allows for deep and transferable learning by providing clarity, transparency and
encouragement for revisions based on thoughtful critiques.

Tip for Succese!

Return to this tool along the way, “sit beside” students and show them the way to success!




