
Grade 9 PAT 
Preparation Survival Guide



In the spirit of reconciliation, I gratefully 
acknowledge for this session I am located on 
the traditional territories of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the 
Tsuut’ina First Nation, the Îyâxe Nakoda 
Nations (including Chiniki, Bearspaw, and 
Wesley First Nations), the Métis Nation 
(Region 3), and all people who make their 
homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern 
Alberta. 

As a Calgarian of settler ancestry my family 
and I have benefited greatly from living on this 
land. I am committed to learning more about 
Indigenous Ways of Knowing and Being and 
taking action through my own teaching to 
honour these ways in my own work and to 
support the work of others. as we



Reading



Make Time for Reading

★ Give class time for reading – 10 to 15 minutes at the beginning of class makes a 
difference.

★ Help students find texts that are interesting and engaging. If you don’t have a 
classroom library, schedule time for your students to visit the school library. 

★ Encourage students to get a public library card. Audiobooks and ebooks are easily 
available through an app on their phones.

★ Share book talks about recent reads your students would enjoy. Create space for 
other students to also ‘promote’ good books.

★ Have conversations (short ones are fine) with students about what they are 
reading. “Tell me about what you’re reading.” is a perfect way to start.

★ Partner students with reading accountability partners. Provide mini lessons and 
conversation starters to guide the conversations.

https://www.edutopia.org/article/ditching-reading-logs


Test Questions as Text Form
What do you notice?

What do you wonder?

Who is the intended 
audience? 

How does the author 
structure the text?

What are the key 
parts of the text?

Released Items 
(2018) 
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf 
(2001) 
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/Readin
gComprehensionPractice.pdf 
(2008) http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf 
(2016) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf 
(2014) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf


Identify
select, detect, 

pinpoint

Draw a 
conclusion
closure, result, 

wrap up, complete

Familiarize Yourself with Reading Skills

Infer
educated guess, use 
evidence (link with 

context clues)

Recognize
unspoken, implied, 
already understood

Locatefind, pinpoint

Interpretclarify, explain, understand, translate

Determine
decide, complete

Analyze
breaking down



Use Context 

Clues
hints 

(appear as antonyms, 

synonyms, stated 

examples, contracts, 

and restatements)

Familiarize Yourself with Reading Skills

Generalize
make a broad or 

widespread 
statement

Examinestudy, investigateIntegrate
join, link, blend, 
fuse, combine



Key Terms & Concepts

Visit Quest A+ to 
access practice 

questions.

● irony (3 types)
● conflict (all types)
● characterization
● character types
● theme
● thematic statement
● point of view (all types)
● dialect
● narrator
● colloquialism
● symbolism
● physical setting vs. 

emotional setting
● parts of a plot diagram 

(introduction, rising 
action, climax, falling 
action, conclusion)

● foreshadowing
● flashback
● allusion
● stanza
● personification
● hyperbole
● metaphor
● simile
● rhyme scheme
● internal rhyme/end 

rhyme
● onomatopoeia
● alliteration
● mood
● imagery
● connotative versus 

denotative meaning

● characteristics of a 
comic and how to 
‘decipher’ them

○ frame
○ different types of 

speech bubbles
○ facial expressions

https://questaplus.alberta.ca/app/practice-test-access


Low Stakes Practice

Read through text first. 

Read questions. 

Read through text 
again. 

Students work with 
partners or small 

groups. 

If the question 
references a line or 

lines in the text, go to 
there for the answer. 
Read lines before and 

after if needed.

Eliminate incorrect 
responses.

Justify/explain answer 
selection.

Released Items 
(2018) 
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf 
(2001) 
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/Readin
gComprehensionPractice.pdf 
(2008) http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf 
(2016) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf 
(2014) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf


Can you sound 
the word out?

Unfamiliar Words

Use context clues. Can 

you guess based on 

what’s around the word?

Does this word 

remind you of 

other words?

Do you recognize 

any prefixes or 

suffixes that can 

help you?

Does this word remind 
you of any words in 

your home language?



Vocabulary Development

Words Their Way - Derivational Relations Word Exploration
Word Inquiry Poster

https://buildvocabulary.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/6/2/14629060/words_their_way_for_derivational_spellers.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1ODttIG0H40OAGreqWZIjN7gRY4bK0bWC


Writing



What are the chances of 
a student using a new 
word appropriately? 

From AB Education Bulletin - ideas for direct teaching

From the subject bulletin 
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf


Reading the assignment

Show students the Description and 
Instruction page 

Annotate key instructions

There should be no surprises - knowing 
what’s coming and what the 
expectations are is important.



Planning to write on a prompt you just got…

Teach a quick organizer for essay or story that kids can draw in the moment 

Narrative - 6 box organizer

Essay - outline, mind map 

Getting ideas down somewhere and organizing them 

Drawing attention back to the PROMPT and what it’s asking for BEFORE they 
start to write

In addition to the prompts shared in the released items, students can practice 
brainstorming with these 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Svw0UWphtly8stZknhgxbzrmCUD9lxsg/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=116312772736586137624&rtpof=true&sd=true


Possible story map - easy to draw, or use folded paper!

1. Intro
Characters
Setting

2. 
“Inciting incident” 
conflict/problem starts

Link the start of the problem 
with the rising action.

How does the action rise? What needed to happen 
right before the conflict was 
resolved? CLIMAX

3. 
HOW will the conflict 

resolve?



Outlines vs. mind maps

Intro

Body

1.

2.

3.

Conclusion

Prompt



Functional Writing Structure

Background

Purpose

Details

Operations

Goodwill Closing

Who are you and why are you writing 
this letter/email?

What details does the reader need? 
What action items (operations) does 
the reader need to do?



Released items

Mentor texts!

https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-te
sts.aspx#jumplinks-4

Compare samples that received different marks 
- what are the differences?

Clothesline activity - arrange best to worst and 
justify your choices

Within one category on the rubric - compare 
what makes one different from the 
next…annotate!

Familiarize them with the rubric - use 
current version. 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/docum
ents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf

What are they looking for?  

Scoring Guides 2022-2023

https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests.aspx#jumplinks-4
https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests.aspx#jumplinks-4
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-scoring-guide.pdf


Using the released examples as mentor texts

From Penny Kittle

- Look for “craft moves” in the released examples, using them as mentor texts.
- Note: a mentor text can be very SMALL which could make it more accessible.

- Study one passage, 
- write your own passage that copies the moves of the mentor text 
- invite students to do the same. (Notice, imitate, your turn)

 



What “moves” does this author make?

Write either a narrative or an 
essay about the importance 
of taking personal 
responsibility in one’s life. 
You may wish to write about 
yourself or other people, real 
or fictional. You may set your 
writing in the past, present, 
or future.

● Notice
● Imitate
● Students try

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ed-04-ela9-eosw-narrative-2019.pdf
Page 56

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ed-04-ela9-eosw-narrative-2019.pdf


How did that author plan?

How might planning have 
helped in writing their 
introduction?

What mark do you think they got 
on their whole essay?

Why?



Feel free to contact us!

Charlie Kraig

charlie.kraig@lnes.ca 

Jodi Taylor

jtaylor@crcpd.ab.ca

mailto:charlie.kraig@lnes.ca
mailto:jtaylor@crcpd.ab.ca


https://arpdc.ab.ca/

