


In the spirit of reconciliation, | gratefully
acknowledge for this session 'am located on
the traditional territories of the Blackfoot
Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the
Tsuut'ina First Nation, the lyaxe Nakoda
Nations IQ.ncludmg Chiniki, Bearspaw, and
Wesley First Nations), the Métis Nation
FRegmn. 32 and all people who make their
A%mrats in the Treaty 7 region of Southern
erta.

As a Calgarian of settler ancestry my famil¥ .
and | have benefited %reatly from living on this
land. | am committed to learming more about
Indigenous Ways of Knowing and Being and
taking action through my own teaching 10
honour these ways in my own work and to
support the work of others.







Make Time for Reading

. S —

Give class time for reading — 10 to 15 minutes at the beginning of class makes a
difference.

Help students find texts that are interesting and engaging. If you don't have a
classroom library, schedule time for your students to visit the school library.
Encourage students to get a public library card. Audiobooks and ebooks are easily
available through an app on their phones.

Share book talks about recent reads your students would enjoy. Create space for
other students to also ‘promote’ good books.

Have conversations (short ones are fine) with students about what they are
reading. “Tell me about what you're reading.” is a perfect way to start.

Partner students with reading accountability partners. Provide mini lessons and
conversation starters to guide the conversations.



https://www.edutopia.org/article/ditching-reading-logs

Test Questions as Text Form

{014 on page 23.

L. Read the poem below and answer questions 1

Instinct

Undemeath the limestone cliff shaped
e by the riveras heriver
= bound by the cliff, cverything ™

: survey line

except our Suvey
5 Clear cut through the bush-

Like star light recorded on ﬁ‘l‘m,
damselflies hover on the bar
chainsawed cedar.
oc“:i:: roots grow over obstacles
) hugging themsel’

0 no longer there. g
10 @ limbs keeping them apart
ke the same old arguments

repeated year after Year

es tight,

ave to clouds
Ostrich ferns wave to clou
15 crossing the sun as the 1;'»:( turns
n oliv to gold-
oy E‘zckr:kcngmgcmer at chest height,
s merging, with just enough space
hite butterflies to dance

growth rin;
long map of the world:

for three Wl
20 above this obl
Jines we have dravn,
By, curve of ree and 1iver
o ek where things come from.
25 the gentle hum of a moSQUit®
~ searching for blood:

Liz Zetlin

M 9. Reproduced W
e Pocms, Totoata: Micro Prose, 1999 ol
he Gourd Poems.

C.  hyperbole
D. personification

13 In which of the following

y quotations
description of the settin g? does the poet use Onomatopoeia (o enhance th
lance the

14, In this poem, the speaker’s thoughts focys most directly on the
.

3 il;:m lf mpact of climate change

s dg‘u‘aL beauty of the environment

p, Dredictable progression of the seasons
ndisturbed silence of the surroundings

Zetlin, Liz, “Instinet” T

What do you hotice?
What do you wonder?

Who is the intended
audience?

How does the author
structure the text?

What are the key
parts of the text?

 ———

Released ltems
(2018)

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf

(2001)

http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/Readin

dComprehensionPractice.pdf

(2008) http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf

(2016) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf
(2014) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf



https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf

Familiarize Yourself with Reading Skills

Determine
decide, complete

Recognize
unspoken, implied,
already understood

©

Draw a

conclusion
closure, resut,
Wrap up, complete

LOCate

fing, Pipojy, "

©

Infer
educated guess, yse
evidence (link with
context clues)




Familiarize Yourself with Reading Skills

use © S & ¢ Ex
Shni
. ”’)e
clues eralize Stugy, 4
hints ms lnt«egrate oD broad or ’”Veszt,gat
antony™™ join, link, blend, make a br

(apPe? 2 S stated fuse, combine widespread

sy c’ontracti’ statement

examp i atemer‘f(s




Key Terms & Concepts

irony (3 types)
conflict (all types)
characterization
character types
theme

thematic statement
point of view (all types)
dialect

narrator

colloquialism
symbolism

physical setting vs.
emotional setting
parts of a plot diagram
(introduction, rising
action, climax, falling
action, conclusion)

foreshadowing
flashback

allusion

stanza
personification
hyperbole
metaphor

simile

rhyme scheme
internal rhyme/end
rhyme
onomatopoeia
alliteration

mood

imagery
connotative versus
denotative meaning

characteristics of a
comic and how to
‘decipher’ them
o frame
o different types of
speech bubbles
o facial expressions

Visit Quest A+to
access practice
questions.



https://questaplus.alberta.ca/app/practice-test-access

Low Stakes Practice

L

23.
e tions 11 to 14 on page
Jow and answer ques
Read the poem be

Instinct

Undemeath the limestone cliff shaped
7 y the river as theriver .
s bound by the cliff. everything move
: vey line
except our survey
5 clear cut through the bush.

Like star light recorded on ﬁ‘l‘m.
damselflies hover on the barl
chainsawed cedar.
OC[ Z:I roots grow over obstacles
i  hugging themselV

o longer there :
10 @ limbs keeping them apart
ke the same old arguments

repeated year after Year-

es tight,

Ostrich ferns wave to clouds .
15 crossing the sun as the gvcr tu
¢e green to gold-
oy E‘lhlckcn ‘together at chest h:lg,hx.c
i nough Spac
ing, with just e
rowth rings merging. st
%o( \hree white butterflies to dance

vorld.
50 above this oblong map of the worl

i we have drawn,
Ve s t at the end of lines W 2k
‘:&Z‘ful ey have taken us back 1o crcle
of sky, curve
back where things come from.
25 the gentle hum of 8 mosquit®

searching for blood:

of tree and river,

Liz Zetlin

Poer onto: M 999, Reproduced
wd Tocoato: Micro Prose, 1999. Rep
he Gourd Poerss.

1. Inm

how

A, travels
avels in the same direction as the riyer

2. Iy
mes 1410 20, the poet enhances the ideas presented thy,
o ough the use of
B. simile
C.  hyperbole

D.  personification

13, In which
of the followin,
g quots
description of the m(mg_)q ‘otations does the poet yse onomatopoeia to enhan,
! enhance the

Os s Wave to clouds / cros; e es 14-15;
A, strich ferns wave t uds / crossing the sun (jip 1
s

14, In this poe,
Pocm, the speaker's thoughts focus most directly o tp,
y on the
A lasting impact of climge change

C. s:
predictable progression of the seasons
D.  undisturbed s ‘ence of the surroundings

e first stanza, a rvey 4)
s the speaker suggests thy the “survey Jine” )
y ne 4) is distinguished by
Y

Zealin, Liz. “Instinct” T

Students work with
partners or small
groups.

If the question
references a line or
lines in the text, go to
there for the answer.
Read lines before and
after if needed.

Eliminate incorrect
responses.

Justify/explain answer
selection.

Released ltems

(2018)
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf

(2001)
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/Readin

dComprehensionPractice.pdf

(2008) http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf
(2016) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf

(2014) https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf



https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela9-pat-released-items-2018.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://resource2.rockyview.ab.ca/ela7/English7D2L/1Unit/ZAnswerKeysExams/ReadingComprehensionPractice.pdf
http://msleriger.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/6/2/23621820/2006_la_pat.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2016.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-pat-ela9-released-test-2014.pdf

Unfamiliar Words
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o morning PA announcements and he would get a reputation as a big-time life saver.
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me everywhere. In fact, Arthur was so stressed out about missing a potential fainting
spell that I began to feel kind of guilty for staying conscious.
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Vocabulary Development

WORD INQUIRY

What does this word mean?

Box the base and underline the affix(es).
Write @ word sum.

What words are part of this word family?

What is the story behind the spelling of
this word? How do the letters function?

Words Their Way - Derivational Relations Word Exploration
Word Inquiry Poster



https://buildvocabulary.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/6/2/14629060/words_their_way_for_derivational_spellers.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1ODttIG0H40OAGreqWZIjN7gRY4bK0bWC




Suggestions for answering questions

Part A: Writing

* Read the assignments carefully. Think about what you are being asked to do; plan your writing so that it is focused, unified,
and coherent; and proofread your writing.

o Read all the instructions carefully and do what the assignments ask you to do. The time you spend reading and thinking
about the assignments is time well spent. Many students find that highlighting or underlining key words helps them to focus
their thinking.

o[PIan your writing using the pages provided] You should choose a planning strategy that helps you to focus your ideas. What are the chances of
o Use your reference materials. You are allowed to use print versions of commercially published dictionaries and thesau a student using a new
including bilingual dictionaries, when writing Part A only. Use a dictionary to look up the meanings of words that you wa| ~ Word appropriately?
use but are not completely sure about, and to ensure that you spell words correctly. Use a thesaurus if you need to find
more precise word for the context you are developing, but be careful not to overuse either a dictionary or a thesaurus:

« Keep in mind the characteristics of effective writing.
« Awareness of audience (appropriateness of tone and use of correct language)
e Completeness of information (enough detail to fulfill purpose)
e Relevance of information (all details pertain to the purpose)
o Clarity of information (all details are specific and easily understood by the reader)
| Proofread your work and correct errors directly on your first draft.|You should double-space your writing in order to allow you

to make corrections more easily.

From the subject bulletin
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf



https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf

Reading the assignment
Show students the Description and
Instruction page

Annotate key instructions

There should be no surprises - knowing
what’s coming and what the
expectations are is important.

Part A: Writing — Description and

Instructions

Grade 9 Provincial Achievement Test
English Language Arts
Part A: Writing

Description

Part A: Writing contributes 50% of
the total Grade 9 English Language Ars
Provincial Achievement Teﬂ mark and
consists of two assignments:

« Assignment I:
Narrative / Essay Writing
‘This assignment contains some material
for you to consider. You must then
respond n wriing o he oplc presented
signment. You shoul bout
To mimmes complete Assi gnmnu 1
Value: Approximately 65% of the total
art A: Writing test mark

This assignment deseibes a situgtion 0

h you must respond in the format of
a mmnm letter. You should take about
40 minutes to complete Assignment I1.
Value: Approximately 35% of the total
irt A: Writing test mark

Before beginning to write, you will have
10 minutes to talk with your classmates
(in groups of two to four) about both
writing assignments or to think about
them alone. During this time, you may
record your ideas on the Planning pages
provided.

‘Time: 2 hours. You have up to 4 hours to
complete this test should you need i

Do not write your name anywhere in this
booklet. You may make corrections and

revisions directly on your written work:

2019

Instructions

* You may use the following print
references:

~a dictionary (English and/or bilingual)
~a thesauru:

« Complete both assignments

* Record your ideas and/or make
before you write. Do this on the
Planning pages.

« Write in pencil, or blue or black ink, on
the lined pages provide

* You are to do only one handwritten
copy of your writing.

Additional Instructions for

Students Using Word Processors

« Format your work using an easy-to-read
12-point or larger font, such as Times.

« Double-space your final printed copy.
For the Functional Writing
this should be applied to the body of the
business letter but not to the other parts.

« Staple your printed work o the
mdlcalcd for word-j pmcewcd work for
h assignment. Hand in all work.

« Indicate in the space provided on
the back cover that you have attached

word-processed pages

* You may make handwritten corrections
and revisions directly on your printed
work.




Planning to write on a prompt you just got...

Teach a quick organizer for essay or story that kids can draw in the moment
Narrative - 6 box organizer

Essay - outline, mind map

Getting ideas down somewhere and organizing them

Drawing attention back to the PROMPT and what it's asking for BEFORE they
start to write

In addition to the prompts shared in the released items, students can practice
brainstorming with these



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Svw0UWphtly8stZknhgxbzrmCUD9lxsg/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=116312772736586137624&rtpof=true&sd=true

Possible story map - easy to draw, or use folded paper!

1. Intro 2. Link the start of the problem
Characters “Inciting incident” with the rising action.
Setting conflict/problem starts

How does the action rise? What needed to happen 3

right before the conflict was wa will the conflict
resolved? CLIMAX
resolve?

LV v




Outlines vs. mind maps

Intro

Body

1.

2.

3.

Conclusion
Introduction
Point 1
Point 2
Point 3

Conclusion

- Thesis statement
captures attention

3 Body Paragraphs

i

- One idea per paragraph
- Appropriate transitions
- Supporting information

- Restate Argument
- Summarize Facts
- Propose next steps




Functional Writing Structure

Background Who are you and why are you writing
this letter/email?

Purpose

Details What details does the reader need?
What action items (operations) does

Operations the reader need to do?

Goodwill Closing




Released items

Familiarize them with the rubric - use Mentor texts!
current version. https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-te

sts.aspx#jumplinks-4

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/docum
ents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf

Compare samples that received different marks
- what are the differences?

Clothesline activity - arrange best to worst and
justify your choices

What are they looking for?
. . Within one category on the rubric - compare
Scoring Guides 2022-2023 what makes one different from the

next...annotate!



https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests.aspx#jumplinks-4
https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achievement-tests.aspx#jumplinks-4
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-subject-bulletin.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-ela-9-scoring-guide.pdf

Using the released examples as mentor texts

From Penny Kittle

- Look for “craft moves” in the released examples, using them as mentor texts.

- Note: a mentor text can be very SMALL which could make it more accessible.
- Study one passage,
- write your own passage that copies the moves of the mentor text
- invite students to do the same. (Notice, imitate, your turn)

PENNY KITTLE




What “moves” does this author make?

Write either a narrative or an
essay about the importance
of taking personal
responsibility in one’s life.
You may wish to write about
yourself or other people, real
or fictional. You may set your
writing in the past, present,
or future.

e Notice
e Imitate
e Students try

The Domino Effect of Personal Responsibility

Imagine life without any responsibilities. No rules and no limitations. We would
have the freedom to pursue our heart’s desires. This may sound like utopia. However,
what would happen when individual needs differ and come into conflict with each other?
A life without responsibilities could also result in chaos and insecurity. In order to find
fulfillment in our lives, we must not only envision the possibilities that lie before us but
also anticipate the consequences of our actions. This is especially true of the daily
choices we make for ourselves, the relationships we forge with family members, and the
impact we have on the society in which we live. Our actions have a domino effect, and

we must determine the direction in which the dominoes will fall.

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ed-04-ela9-eosw-narrative-2019.pdf

Page 56



https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ed-04-ela9-eosw-narrative-2019.pdf
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Feel free to contact us!

Charlie Kraig

charlie.krai Ines.ca

Jodi Taylor
jtaylor@crcpd.ab.ca



mailto:charlie.kraig@lnes.ca
mailto:jtaylor@crcpd.ab.ca
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